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BERMUDA SHIPWRECK FESTIVAL | 


okin Diver is proud to present 
this Inaugual Event 








Join us as we celebrate the fascinating history of shipwrecks in Bermuda. Dive the 
mulitude of wrecks and re-live the dramatic sinkings and experience the amazing history 


september 14-21, 2002 


at the beautiful 


sonesta Beach Resort Bermuda 


that each wreck reveals. With over 400 wrecks, Bermuda is truely the "Shipwreck Capital fig 


of the Atlantic’. 


You will be able to meet and learn from a collect of the world’s foremost shipwreck experts. 
Teddy Tucker, Emory Kristoff, Jean-Michel Cousteau, Ellsworth Boyd, Margaret Rule, and & 
Clifford Smith will be sharing their incredible knowledge and first-hand experiences with you. f 


This is truely an unique opportunity in a beautiful and historic setting. 


Teddy Tucker 
Legardary Treasure Hunter and Ocean Explorer 


g Bermuda's own treasure, Teddy Tucker is a living legend 
discovering two of Bermuda's richest treasure shipwrecks and 
= Most significant artifacts. He was awarded the Member of 

| British Excellence by Queen Elizabeth {I in 1994. His work 
} continues today with deep sea exploration. 





Emory Kristoff 
National Geographic Society photographer, Ocean Explorer, 
and Titanic Research Contributor 


Employed with National Geographic since 1963, Emory 
Kristof is on the leading edge of deep water photography. 
a Team leader of Titanic IMAX Expedition. His list of firsts in 

Mees! underwater exploration go on and on. Honored with the 
NOG!, ASMP Innovations in Photography, and the Explorer's 
Club Lowell Thomas awards. 






Jean-Michel Cousteau 
A Voice for the Ocean 


Explorer, environmentalist, educator, film producer: for more 
than four decades Jean-Michel Cousteau has used his vast 
and varied experiences to communicate to people of all 
nations and generations his love and concern for our water 
planet. He has been honored with numerous awards and dis- 
tinctions for his achievements and lifelong contributions. 








Margaret Rule 
Maritime Archaeologist, Lecturer and Author 


Dr. Margaret Rule is Research Director of Mary Rose Trust in 
England. She was the marine archaeology director for the 
Trust which raised King Henry Vil's flag ship the “Mary 
Rose’, 





Clifford Smith 
Director of Conservation and Underwater Archaeology, 
Bermuda Maritime Museum 


Served as summer fellow at Woodshole Oceanographic Institute's 
Deep Submersion Lab. & worked on the Pensacola Shipwreck 
Survey for the sunken spanish galleon, Emanuel Point, Clifford Smith 
is a leader in maritime archaeology. He has explored countless 
wrecks of Bermuda & continues to document his research in 
numerous publications & journals. 





Ellsworth Boyd 
shipwreck Expert and contributing editor to Skin Diver magazine 


Ellsworth Boyd is Professor Emeritus for the College of 
Education, Towson University in Maryland. An authority on fF 
shipwrecks, he has been diving, lecturing, and writing for 
many years and has been published in several dive publica- 
tions. He is the writer of the popular monthly column in Skin [ 
Diver magazine, Wreck Facts. 





Space is limited for this special week. 
Call today to reserve your space and for more information, 1-800-BERMUDA. 
Also, visit our website, www.skin-diver.com 


Ask for the DAN 
member discount 





ge 


Skin Diver 


BERMUDA DEPARTMENT OF TOURISM Ea 



















SS - 
UNDERSEA ADVENTURES i Delivers iT | 


With more than 30 years experience of diving and operating successful dive resorts, Neal Watson is 
ALeMAFLUelecl Melalel cM Colam aleMUli(iiatclicme (AZ-m->.¢el-1a(-taler-Mim a (-MtcCMyol-lalM@alcwmiiccmeltyre\ cl dlalemime]t-igce lalate 
the Caribbean has to offer. Choose from any of his Undersea Adventure affiliate resorts and you will 
experience the ultimate these destinations have to offer: The Bahamas, St. Lucia, 
Dominican Republic, Bonaire, Belize, Mexico and beyond, all at a price that will make you Say.... 















Experience the best in diving right now. -s\ 
Call immediately to book your dive vacation. 
In the US and Canada Call Toll Free at 

1-800-327-8150 
(954) 462-3400 or (954) 462-4100F a 
PO BOX 21766 Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33335-1766 


E-mail us: info@nealwatson.conl— 
Get information 24 hours aslay at al <a 


www.nealwatson.com — ~ 














Experience of Diving 


ar- 


World’s Scuba Depth and 
Distance Record Holder 


AQUA DIVE 
UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 








WALKER’S CAY 


UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 


 Cay-The World's Hottest Shark Dive! 
Walker's Cay-The World's Hottest Shark Dive! 
Imagine more than 100 black tip, Caribbean reef, hammerhead, and lemon sharks swirling 
before you as they feed on the famous Chumsicle. Dive in a protected marine park a mere 10 


minute boat ride from the dive center. Walker's oa a ee island resort, home of ESPN’s 
MEM lates Or-\V0l @ al relaliellcis — 





Boeated 4 on i oaraberarig eae ‘Belize at ihe 
Sunbreeze Hotel, our fleet of six 26-42 foot 
boats stands ready to service your dive vaca- 
tion. Local Diving & Snorkeling ¢ Turneffe 
Atoll Blue Hole « PADI resort, referral, scuba 
instructions & Open water certifications. 

8 day, 7 night packages starting at $599.00 
(800) 641-2994 « belize@nealwatson.com 
www.nealwatson.com/belize.htm| 


S) EW Va (ole] melmane)gcmalie)pleswr-Unle) 

get your open water qualifying dives, 
olar=laM) Je ]e-(elcmaCowavestcclalerciom@)elcipm uel (cla B)iUcle 
absolutely free! 








3 Days/2 Nights 








Land Shark Divers $396 pp double occupancy 
Resort- Nassau WaLKERS rer. 
MM Taitas Wllhaa Balls) t3 ¢ Deluxe Air-conditioned Room be 
° Room Taxes & Gratuities ife)iM mccicm Obs) | = 
e 3 Dives Daily 800-513-5257 Yr ne | 
. * Complimentary Arrival and Departure In Ft. Lauderdale 954-462-3400 | v. Rats 
ai Dives pending Flight Schedules and Safety ee 
“a ¢ Breakfast/Dinner Daily ABCC OEP 
MO « e-mail: walkers @ nealwatsen.com 


* internet: http://www.nealwatson.com/walkers. htm! 


Nassau’s only dedicated dive hotel. Unlimited 
tanks for shore dives up to four dives a day. 
Shark Dives! All inclusive room, meals, local 
beer & rum punch. Activities for non-divers 
NAUI/Universal Referral Facility. Digital 
Underwater Photography Center. 3 day, 2 
night all inclusive dive packages starting at 
Nite 10108 010m (<1010) cya datse ole) 
Landshark@nealwatson.com 
www.nealwatson.com/nassau.html 


AANADU 
UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 






SCUBA BIMINI 
DIVE CENTER 
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UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 








Scuba Bimini Dive Center, Bimini Bahamas — 
Just a few short miles across the Gulfstream, 





Xanadu Undersea Adventures, Freeport 
Bahamas - Offers up to four dives daily includ- 
ing night dives, wrecks, hand feeding sharks, 
walls, instruction and rental. Enjoy our private 
beach, pool & tennis. We’re minutes from 
golf, casino & shopping. 3 day, 2 night pack- 
ages starting at 165.00 pp. 
www.nealwatson.com/xanadu.htm| 
Email: xanadu@nealwatson.com 


St. Lucia's premier dive operation located at 
the exclusive TiKaye Village offers easy div- 
ing on lushly covered walls of colorful 
sponges and corals. 8 day, 

7 night packages start at $880.00. 

Email: stlucia@nealwatson.com 
www.nealwatson.com/stlucia.html 


but a world away. Wrecks, reefs and walls, 
tons of outstanding Marine life, located at 
newly remodeled hotel with restaurant and 
bar. PADI dive instructors on staff. 3 day, 
2 night packages starting at 234.00 pp. 
www.nealwatson.com/bimini.htm| 
Email: bimini@nealwatson.com 














AMAZINGLY, IT CAN CLIMB WITH 
THREE WHEELS TIED BEHIND ITS BACK. 
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THERE’S ONLY ONE 





JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE it’s no ordinary feat. But then Quadra-Drive™ is our most advanced four-wheel drive system 
ever. This engineering marvel directs power from the wheels that slip to the wheels with traction. So even with only 
one wheel in contact with solid ground, Grand Cherokee can get you going and keep you going. Amazing—four-wheel drive 
that’s capable of one-wheel drive. To get more information, call 1-800-925-JEEP or visit our Web site at www.jeep.com. 


*Optional. Always use seat belts. Remember, a backseat is the safest place for children 12 and under. Jeep is a regi d trademark of DaimlerChrysler. 





















Shoot for the Miles! 


september 7 to December 21, 2002 


Complete your PADI underwater photo or video 
course this fall at AKR* and earn up to 
1,000 American Airlines AAdvantage Miles. 





Roatan e Bay Islands 
Honduras 














Py 
ial 


Pe Plus you'll enjoy all the amenities divers have been me\lalcmsjerelele 
for more than 30 years: three meals daily, three single-tank boat 
vt dives per day, two weekly night dives, extensive shore diving, 
kayaking, canoeing, horseback riding, daily dolphin shows and more! 
With low season pricing from $599** per person, plus the 
opportunity to earn AAdvantage miles for diving and staying at AKR, 
there's never been a better time! 





select from the following other PADI courses to earn AAdvantage miles: \" 
PADI Open Water Certification 1,000 miles mr. 
PADI Open Water Referral 500 miles 

Discover Scuba Diving 500 miles a 


IDC 1,000 miles 


| For reservations call your dive travel specialist or 800.227.DIVE (3483) 
sia coi 954.929.0090 ® fax: 954.922.7478 © akr@anthonyskey.com 


www.anthonyskey.com 


“Dive For Miles valid for courses taken Sept. 7 to Dec. 21, 2002. **$599 rate is per person, double occupancy in Hill Standard room. | 
Valid for travel Sept. 7 - Dec. 21, 2002. 16% hotel tax not included. Other restrictions apply. 
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Skin Diver 


Volume Fifty-one * Number Eight 


features 


AO PUSHING THROUGH THE BLUE 
DarYL CARSON gets you goin’ with the latest in 
personal aquatic transportation. 


48 TEN DAYS OF DISCOVERY 

On a pioneering live-aboard journey through the 
Komodo archipelago, STEWART & MICHELLE 
WESTMORLAND plant dive flags and names on newly 
discovered sites. 


HA PHOENIX RISING 

Cat HOLLOWAY coaxes a mixed group of explorers— 
eco-divers and scientists—to join her on a 
23-day voyage of discovery through the tsolatec 
Phoenix Islands. 


ate ONE SNAP AWAY 


For a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to photoPraphassitiii. ai 
the fearsome Saltwater Crocodile, ScoTT TuasoNn 
braves teethy waters in the Philippines. 


5 / CLUBBIN’ IT IN CAYMAN 
FRED GARTH stalks a dive club from Minnesota all 
the way to Little Cayman, where he learns how to 
“swim like a guppy.” 


84 GHOST WHALES OF CHURCHILL 

Barb Roy tracks down the elusive Beluga Whales 
in the frigid waters of Hudson Bay, near Churchill, 
Canada. 


ABOUT THE COVER: 
Nose-to-nose with a curious cuttlefish in 
Indonesia's rich waters. 


Get it at Skin Diver Online www.skin-diver.com PHOTO: LIONEL & TALLY POZZOLI 


e Find out about Skin Diver events in Cabo San Lucas, Roatan, Bermuda, Bahamas and more! Background photo: 
A sun-burnt sky over Indonesia. 
a RLOHLO MED MNYA\'D Gata t 


© Copyright 2002 by PRIMEDIA Specialty Group, Inc. All rights reserved. PRINTED IN THE USA. 
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EDITORIAL by Ty Sawyer 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


FREEFLOW edited by Ryan Allen 
Diving’s Latest News 


ENVIRONMENT by Jean-Michel Cousteau 
sharks Need More Than Words 


ASK THE PRO by Marty Snyderman 
A Little Testing Can Go a Long Way! 


WRECK FACTS by Ellsworth Boyd 
La Machaca 


BLUE ADVENTURES FOR KIDS by Wyland 
Close Encounters With Friendly Whales 


SKIN DIVER ONLINE by Michelle Danner 
The Future of Fish ID; Skin Diver Online's 
Marine Life Encyclopedia 


TOTALLY TEK by Kar! Shreeves 
Test Pilots 


TIME CAPSULES by Tiffany H. Carey 


DIVE TALES by Jonathan Bird 
Deep Sea Rarity 
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UB UCRUCLC AP ICUM IE LCUIE LE 
at CoCo View Resort December 7th-14th! 


mO) WIPE Was 


a little bitof Belize 


The overlooked Islands of the Western Caribbean... It's time to look them under! 


CoCo View Resort 


www.cocoviewresort.com 


As Roatan’s premier dedi- 
cated dive resort for over 
20 years, CoCo View 
boasts one of the highest 
repeat guest rates in the 
Caribbean... and for good 
reason. great diving, 
ambience, and world 
famous shore diving that 


will Knock your booties off. 


The 24/7 shore diving is 
guaranteed incomparable! 
Some of the best barrier 
reef wall sites are literally 


“a snorkel away from the bar.” 


Fantasy Island Resort Utila Lodge 


www.roatan.com www.utilalodge.com 


With a brilliant white sand Your own little dive resort in 

beach, room service, [) the Bay Islands. Utila Lodge is 

and all the amenities the Caribbean’s SRI sanctioned 

first class beach re@g¢ WHE shark a field 

you just might be foole yeeantr l 

into thinking you landed in iti vith private 

the Mediterranean. But w. Spectacular 

this is Roatan, with all the as Sea 

charm and incredible mounts with sheer wa 

Scuba diving the island delicate bluebell tunicates, and 

is famous for. a real opportunity to 
rN \\! see rare whale sharks. 


pany al ORS ©» 
NS Ge 


800- 282- 8932 
Your Specialist in Honduras Travel Since 1981 ¢ international: 352-588-4132 ¢ email: info@roatan.com 
Explore our Complete Online Tour Catalog: www.roatan.com 


Posada Del Sol Resort 


www.roatan.com 


Pamper yourself in a 
remote millionaire’s 
retreat, a Spanish Villa 
where service is grand, 
the cuisine extraordinary. 
Guanaja’s finest resort 
offers an in house 
masseuse, swimming 
pool, tennis courts, light 
tackle fishing, and, of 
course, fantastic Bay 
Island diving. 











A journalist by trade and 
scuba diver by nature, CAT 
HOLLOWAY began diving 
while living in Papua New Guinea 
in 1985. After a stint as a news re- 
porter on Sydney metropolitan 
dailies, she served three years as 
editor of Australian Scuba Diver 
magazine—another fine excuse to 
travel and dive. And now, as a freelance 
journalist and cruise director/dive in- 
structor aboard Naz’a in Fiji, she pursues 
the frustrating exhilaration of underwater 
photography as well as the instant gratifi- 
cation of digital video. So long as the dive 
makes a good story, she’s happy. 


SHOLNGIYLNOD 


In recent years, Cayman has become a 
whipping post for some hard-core tekkie 
divers, which gave FRED GARTH some 
pause before his latest assignment. Says 
Garth, “Did I dare tell my rebreathing, 





Trimix diving buds that I was going to 
cushy Little Cayman rather than flying for 
three days on smelly airplanes to 
Meyangyanghangslo Atoll? My assign- 
ment had me on the trail of a dive club from 
the land of Jesse Ventura, Minnesota. So I 
brought my camera just in case any under- 
water wrestling matches broke out. None 
did. But those folks took to the water like 
dolphins, taking every advantage of their 
brief respite from the snow. Somehow I 
survived life on Little Cayman with my 
new friends from the Twin Cities area. But, 
I’m not so sure they survived me.” *# 











AQUATICA 


Taking your camera to new depths” 






A NEW ERA IN UNDERWATERPHOTOGRAPHY HAS ARRIVED! 







ae Coming soon 
‘) © | 6.1 Megapixels of crisp 

a a2, imaging technology in N /@O® 
TICA D/G/TAL an AQUATICAhousing Fe7eQO aS). 


icital 
For the Nikon Coolpix 5700 







Hgital 
For the Nikon Coolpix 4500 


FN isvemrs Well fele)is 


LOIN FAL 
for the Nikon COOLPIX 995 


rAelelele 


For more information please contact us at aquatica@netrover.com [aes a Aes 
VV AVA VAY Vere hOB F- hd cor eer! 
(In Europe) WWW.aquatica-europa.com 
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IN SHAKESPEARE’S HENRY V, THE CHARACTER CHORUS OPENS THE ACTION WITH THE WORDS, 
“OQ, for a muse of fire, that would ascend the brightest heaven of invention.” In these words, 
Chorus is making an appeal for inspiration, but not just any old inspiration—great inspiration. 
The kind that ignites the mind in a raw flurry of curiosity and wonder, seeking to define that which 
defies boundaries. It is these words F : 

that burn their way through this |) : SCOVEe | I) Yo U l 
issue. An issue that appeals to a Q 

basic, primal nature at the core of . 

each of us: The need to explore, M U Sse of Ey re 

discover and understand our blue 

planet. To that end, we have an exclusive tale of the trials and triumphs an unlikely band of sci- 
entists and laymen encounter, while on a 23-day exploratory cruise through the extremely remote 


Phoenix Islands. We even trumped National Geographic on this story, which says a lot about the 





kind of magazine we’re putting out. We thrive on bringing you dive discoveries and stories that 
inspire you to get wet and dream big. And you'll 
hardly find a better storyteller that the inimitable Cat 
Holloway, who lives the wet and insatiably inquisitive 
life day in and day out from her “muse of fire,” the 
Fiji-based live-aboard Naz’a. 

And what would discovery be without legacy? New 
sites need names, right? Ten lucky divers tagged 
along with inveterate explorers Stuart and Michele 
Westmorland on a discovery dive around the 


Komodo Islands, and did just that: named their own 





sites—Gary’s Bamboo Shark Point; Mary’s 
Mixmaster. Each time these divers dipped their 
masks in the water, they saw an uncharted undersea world, as fish and scuba diver had their first 
introductions at these sites. The stories told after the dives, were the first. How many other recre- 
ational sport lifestyles include describing a site in your logbook that you were the first person to 
explore? Well...none. And when it comes to inspiration, to seeking “the brightest heaven of inven- 


tion,” all divers need do is look to the sea, gear up and get in. 


Ty SAWYER, EDITOR 


12 www.skin-diver.com 





seh, 


SON eSr rea re ean ss 


; fy 6 } - 
a 7 ia O got, a Under oth a A S e 


fee ( + bw. £. h ‘| ! at + iat. cold sah te at og omy the a 


you ‘tre 5 + > 4 lays fi 6 h, T gn Von ve m/Sg0of 
it ag fis a} 3 4+ a?€ te rg bechr. On iy 


Sitt,- ecg ht Minwte§ left... post Peep be 


Wow ld n't unclear 5 tenel =i Most peop le 
are at home bs Tehing "T, VU, 


Q°) deepoutdoors 








INTEGRATED BUOYANCY COMPENSATOR SERIES 


ew — li eres cee 


roe The Unity distills the concept of the iz Integrity merges popular components from 
: Seay BE to its simplest form. This single > & our Matrix” BC line into a solid single tank 
© <7 tank units engineered to provide . Re SS system. It is equipped like the Unity” with 
| C i the mobility you've dreamed of with C, ., the addition of integrated quick release 
| its forty pound bladder, anatomically | weight pockets, daisy chains and a pony 
cone = correct shoulder strops, and hand- a  — Hottle attachment point 
‘ : crafted stainless steel hardware. a in 
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‘Rettacitg, | In Sait. Sir Ernest Shackleton's 
feroic rescue mission 


FALKLAND ISLANDS « SOUTH GEORG 
ANTARCTIC PENINSULA 


JANUARY 27-FEBRUARY 16, 2004 


With your Host tu 
Amos Nachoum and the sa Phe Team | 











Join Skin Diver 
Expeditions for an 
Tateresvel|e)(-w0 mer \"mrel\ Viale] 
and ___— photographic — 
a adventure of a lifetime 


Shackletartt Ss nesanle 

journey on _ South 

Georgia, then continue 

roam CoM al-Mnat-lejaliicer-tals 

Antarctic Peninsula. 
re a ee Visit a colony of 100,000 King Penguins, the 
we 6.) Giant Albatross community, the magical 
Je) (=Jalolo) ammo) mmr \alt-|cei (er: Mmmr-lale Mm anll(elsmmaale) g-m 
This is a historic voyage with superb 
relates cole] e-|elalvommme)e)eleladelalii(-\-Mumr- lave Mmm elal(ele-) 
diving experiences. Space is very limited, 
for-]| Ma Koxol-\van Com sal-].<-m cele] mu a-s-y-) ar-1 Ce) am 


oaleree ake 
Sins 


www.blueplanetadventure.com 


1-866-425-3555 
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Photo © Michele Westmorland a ©2002. Peter Hughes. All rights reserved. 
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At 400 feet long our 1945 German 


ae PUBLISHING 
l* reighter 1 is the l: argest wreck in anna 
the Caribbean. You'll also find AL HORNSBY 
four other interesting GROUP PUBLISHER 
wrecks and 16 awesome reels, GUY MILLER 
all under the cerulean PUBLISHER 
waters olf Aruba. Kim WALMER SUSSMAN 
For more Information Call NATIONAL ADVERTISING DIRECTOR 
1-800-TO-ARUBA- KATHY KNOLL 
EXT. 40. ASSOCIATE PUBLISHER 
ART 
GAIL HODGE 
ADVERTISING ART DIRECTOR 


MARKETING REPRESENTATIVES 
/ 4, y) IU ee LANCE FAHRNEY 
CYvEe hr AaPptnes EAVES. (303) 670-9966 * fahrneyl@primediacrmmg.com 
KATHY KNOLL 
(323) 782-2538 * knollk@primediacmmg.com 
Lort LACHNICHT 


Call your travel agent. (954) 486-7890 # lachnicl@primediacmmg.com 
Web Site: http:/(www.aruba.com. < NEAL SANDERS 
. Te y (718) 984-1943 © sandersn@primediacmmg.com 
Email: info@Aruba.com. ‘ i ; . 
KIM WALMER SUSSMAN 
Pelican Adventures (310) 937-8161 * walmkerk@primediacmmg.com 
Best wreck dives, night dives, one or two tank dives Gold Palm Resort DAVID WILKINSON 
Modern dive centers with custom-built boats and 5 Star (251) 968-3383 ® wilkinsd@primediacmmg.com 
top quality equipment. : : VIVIAN WILLIAMS 
Variety of packages, from 6 dives for $160 to PADI Dive Center (323) 782-2778 © williamv@primediacmmg.com 
6 days of unlimited diving for $325 
Full service and fun marina pier, including great AD SALES SUPPORT 
bar/restaurant on the water. TT So ek CS Eee 
For information, call: 011 (297) 872302 © Fax: 011 (297) 872315 JASON BUKOLT 
P.O. Box 1194, J.E. Yrausquin Blvd. 232, Oranjestad, Aruba (323) 782-2802 ¢ bukoltj@primediacmmg.com 
E-mail: pelican-aruba@setamet.aw * Web: www.pelican-aruba.com 
SKIN DIVER ONLINE 
aug ) MICHELLE DANNER 
yp 
j Vegas ASSOCIATE PUBLISHER 
<< 
i, »,: 3 PRIMEDIA, INC 


Tom Rogers/CHAIRMAN AND CEO 
Charles G. McCurdy/PRESIDENT AND DiRECTOR 
Beverly C. Chell/Viceé CHAIRMAN 


Variety of hotel/dive packages—transfers included! 

$150 for 5 tanks/S300 for 7 days unlimited diving 

Three locations: Sonesta, Hyatt & Marriott Resorts 

One and two-tank dives, night & wreck dives - — ; 

Boat, kayak and shore diving from Sonesta’s private island on | Bane RT CHOLRE & 
877-RED-SAIL Rie Se aE 


John Loughlin/ PRESIDENT AND CEO 

Pasi | Daniel E. Aks/CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER 
aa A Aruba Sonesta Beach Resort , =e Steve Aster/EXECUTIVE VP, CONSUMER MARKETING/CIRCULATION 
ar r cn Me Linda C. Jenkins/Sr. VP/CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 
Kevin Mullan/Sr. VP, MFG., PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION 





¢ A private 40-acre island with beaches and secluded — v Kenneth P. Slivken/Sr. VP, HUMAN RESOURCES 
coves, hammocks for relaxing in the shade, tropical cl Debra Robinson/VP/CIO, INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
wildlife and even a beachside bar and grill For complete Sonesta Dive John DePalm/Vice PRresiDENT, DATABASE AND 
° 15 international restaurants and cafes Packages see your travel CONSUMER INFORMATION 
* Our own world-class marina agent or call Red Sail Sports at Thomas L. Fogarty/VICe PRESIDENT, SINGLE Copy SALES 
¢ 24-hour entertainment and 2 casinos Corinne Helman/Vice PRESIDENT, BusINESS DEVELOPMENT 
PRIMEDIA AUTOMOTIVE ENTHUSIAST AND 
= (tiradonna Special ACTIONSPORTS GROUPS 
0) Group ite, Ot aa LA ave aPaat Os On ART 
8 ibbean (OUTS Ine Craig L. Nickerson/PRESIDENT AND CEO 
AOU i). 5 Cy 4 ne Thomas B. Ryan Jr./Executive VP, SALES AND MARKETING 
www.caradonna.com © 


David Ball/VIcE PRESIDENT, CONSUMER MARKETING 
Nick Elsener/ViICE PRESIDENT, PRODUCTION 
Great 8 day/7 night custom dive packages from $565 Stephen H. Bender/Vice PRESIDENT, COMPTROLLER 

Budget to luxury accommodations available Lilia Golia/VICE PRESIDENT, 
Lowest airfares from your home city MANUFACTURING BUDGETS AND OPERATIONS 
John W. Cobb HI/Vice PRESIDENT, PRIMEDIA DIGITAL 


sales@caradonna.com 
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LAND<- SEA 


Digital Underwater Camera System 
200 ft/60m 


Relax and enjoy. 

Shoot, view, keep or delete, 
with the One-Button Operation. 
Never have a bad picture again. 
Land & Sea exposure programs. 
Expandable with all SeaLife” accessories. 


Send family and friends e-mails instead of postcards. 


The SeaLiie® ReefMaster’ Digital will-revolutionize underwater photography. 





| “NS ReefMaster’ 


SportDiver® | ReefMaster°RC + ReefMaster?RC PRO ReefMaster’ Digital ReefMaster® DC PRO : |D) I G | I AN IL 


100 ft- $99.95" = 165 ft - $189* 165 ft - $419" 200 ft - $549" 200 ft - $779* 





From film to digital, easy to use and even easier to expand! — ‘suggested retail price www.sealife-cameras.com 








Nt GUM 


Max-Air 35 
Compact, lightweight, 
and truly portable 
e 4.2scim* working pressure 4000psi 
e Fills an 80cft tank to 3000psi 

in 19 min** 

Tri-chem air purification system 


Weight: 85 lbs 
Size: L28” X D18” X H15" 


Comes reatly-to-go! 
Just add gasoline or electricity 


Low maintenance 


Max-Air 90 
Compact E3 


Stationary, 
Continuous - 
Duty Units * 


Compact, 

fully automatic, 
high-pressure 
compressor 

for all breathing 
air applications! 


e Continuous duty capability 
© 10.8scfm* working pressure 5000psig 
e Tri-chem air purification system 


© Deluxe powder coated cabinet for quiet, 
Stationary operation 


© Automatic and manual purge condensate 
drain system w/collector and auto shutoff 


e Air storage system compatible 
e Fills an 8Ocft tank to 3000psi in 7.5 min** 
e Comes with (2) filling hose assemblies 


e Bectric 7.5hp, 220/440 voit - available in 
single or 3-phase @ 50 or 60 iz 


MANY OTHER MODELS AVAILABLE - 
CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE 


AWE. 


HIGH PRESSURE AIR COMPRESSOR SYSTEMS 


Based on charging an 8Ocht cylinder from 580psi to 3080psig 
**Time required to fill 80cft cylinder from S00psi to 3000psig 
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Heavy Petting 

It was wonderful to see you 
writing about shark feeding in 
such a good light, 
especially after the 
bad press that it 
has taken recently. 
I agree that the 
Bahamas is the 
world center for 
shark feeding, and 
the many compa- 
nies that offer the 
experience really do show how misun- 
derstood sharks are. 

I go on vacation to the Bahamas 
several times a year with my family and 
alternate between islands each time, so 
I have witnessed the many different 
shark-feeding styles. I was surprised, 
therefore, when Xanadu was given 





A Class Act 


I wanted to express my thanks and 
congratulations to the Skin Diver staff 
for a wonderful experience during the 
Kona Classic. I had a great time socializ- 
ing with you and your team, 
diving with the operators and 
dive guides, and competing 
with my fellow comrades in 
the photo contest. 

Skin Diver organized an 
informative, interesting and 
pleasurable diving and pho- 
tography event. ... There were 
so many good points, so much 
fun, and so many friendly 
people that it’s hard to know where to 
begin expressing all the pleasantries. 

The greatest pleasures came from 
the camaraderie on the dive boats and 
the photo shows from the pros, but 
there were so many other enjoyable 
events such as...the awards banquet 








such a small part of the article, even 
though you had one of their feeders on 
the front cover. For me Xanadu stands 
out from the other opera- 
tions in the Bahamas. ...I 
remember Wilfred (the feed- 
er on the cover of your May 
issue), and he was able to put 
on an incredible show. 
However, last month I went 
on a shark feeding dive with 
my oldest son at Xanadu. 
They have a new feeder 
there, a young guy. I was amazed at 
what he was able to do with the sharks, 
and he brought them so close—while 
still maintaining complete safety. I 
would love to see this talented young 
man featured in Skin Diver in the 
future. Keep up the good work guys. 
—John Smith, via e-mail 


with the children and Wyland, and 
the joint thrills of looking over pho- 
tographs together with the other con- 
testants, absorbing the comments and 
critiques and relishing in the open 
compliments expressed by the pros 
and Skin Diver staff members. 

Even though I’m back to work, the 
only thing constantly on my mind is 
diving, underwater photography and 
reminiscing over all the Hawaiian 
fun.... The photo pros were all kind, 
friendly, and informative. In particu- 
lar, I received great advice from Dave 
Fleetham and _ Doug 
Perrine. However, the best 
advice for me was simple 
advice I received from 
Marty Snyderman. I guess 
sometimes it takes such a 
golden opportunity to 
meet with and dive with a 
pro to really have such 
great advice finally sink 
into one’s mind. 

...It was all such a great and absorbing 
time that I am sure this event, as well as 
your other photo events, will greatly 
expand in participation, although this 
grouping seemed just right. 

Again, thank you for everything.... 

—Charles R. Douglas, via e-mail 


PHOTOS: (PETTING) DAVID FLEETHAM; (CLASS ACT, TOP TO BOTTOM) GUY MILLER; TY SAWYER 



































Worldwide emergency 
medical assistance. 


© Alert Diver, the award-winning magazine 
of Divers Alert Network. 


© 12 issues of Skin Diver, the world’s most 
read diving magazine (normally $14.97). 


e The only 24-hour, worldwide 
dive emergency hotline staffed 
full-time by dive medical 
professionals, 365 days a year. 


e Discounts on Skin Diver Events 
dive packages, up to $100 per 
event. 


© Your Dive Safety Association 
for more than 20 years. 
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Divers Alert Network is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization associated with Duke Un 


PRIORITY CODE: 999SD2 


versity Health Systems. 















Diwenvo Adventure 
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Diving, Adventure, Excitement, Diversity - The Islands of the Bahamas Has It All 





‘ge ‘ I : y ES a | e | Wat: i. q q “a ie] — pe 2 Dee 
It’s Easy to Get to The Islands Of The Bahamas: 
NonStop, Direct Flights From Many U.S. Cities-Plus U.S-Operated Customs and Immigration Preclearance Services! 


* Available trom Nassau & Freeport 






Wife seq etek 8 «Spe fo ee 
VISIT FRESE Give On 





tors on our website www.bahamasdiving.com: 


ABACO CAT ISLAND GRAND BAHAMA/FREEPORT SAN SALVADOR 
Brendal’s Dive Center International . . 800-780-9941 Greenwood Dive & Beach Resort .... 242-342-3053 Grand Bahama Scuba............. 800-753-7282 — Riding Rock Resort .............. 800-272-1492 
Dive Abaco Ltd..............++.+- 800-247-5338 © Hawks Nest Dive Center.......... 242-342-7050 Sunn Odyssey Divers............. 242-373-4014 DIVE LIVEABOARDS 













Dive Guana.............00+0++- 242-365-5178 The Underwater’s Explorer's Society. . 800-992-DIVE : 
Froggies Out Island Adventures Ltd... 242-366-0024 ELEUTHERA/HARBOUR ISLAND Xanadu Undersea Adventures ...... 800-327-8150 Aqua Cat Cruises................ 888-327-9600 
Teedcaraplusis 949-365-8465 | dlentines Dive Center ........... 242-333-2080 NEW PROVIDENCE /NASSAU Blackbeard's ane eeeceseecees + 800-327-9600 
Pbisss Wey ete <7 Bottom Time Adventures.......... 800-234-8464 
Walkers Cay Undersea Adventures, 800-327-8150 Mii csmter& Werersports.. 800-874-7213 Bahama Divers Lid. ............+.BO0-398-DIVE Got Ppalu Cruises ....... 212... 800-327-9600 
ANDROS sseviterss st) Lowe teen bi dige Dive Dive Dive ..............++ «800-368-3483 — Nekton Diving Cruises............ 800-899-6753 






Andros Undersea Adventures....... 800-462-4100 crores a rie fais Se eeaiio Diver's Haven.............++++. 242-393-0869 Ocean Explorer, Inc............... 800-338-9383 
Seascape Inn. .......eseeeeecee + 242-369-0342 TOMES PUEMY «sere re eeeeeeeees Nassau Scuba Centre............. 800-327-8150 SeaDragon................++~- 954-522-0161 
Small Hope Bay Lodge............ 800-223-6961 LONG ISLAND Stuart Cove's Dive Bahamas ....... 800-879-9832 Sea Fever Diving Cruises .......... 800-443-3837 


BIMINI Stella Moris Inn...........+..+.- 800-426-0466 
Bill & Nowdla Keefe's Bimini Undersea. 800-348-4644 ape Santa Maria Beach Resort . .. . . 800-663-7090 


Scuba Bimini................... 800-848-4073 | Oi SIA oA ete gai |? i 
THE ISLANDS OF TH 
It Just Kee 
























Visit Our Official Bahamas Diving Association 
Website at Www.Dahamasdivind.com 
and Request our FREE Bahamas Dive Guide 
or CD-ROM Diving Brochure. 


Bahamas Diving Association © P.O. Box 21707 © Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33335-1707 © 1-800-866-DIVE © Intl. 305-442-7095 
email: info@bahamasdiving.com © Photo Credits: Stephen Frink. © 2002 Bahamas Diving Association/cune. SD7/02 















Find Diving Adventure, Excitement and Diversity at These Bahamas Operators: 





Stella Maris Resort Club, Long Island, Bahamas 
800-426-0466 ¢ 954-359-8238 


Dive Shark Reef, the pristine Conception 
Wall and the world’s deepest Blue Hole. 
Historic and modern wrecks. Hundreds 
of reefs. PADI/SSI courses. Ask about 
our 2-Island packages. Air-conditioned 
hotel rooms and 1-2-3&4 bedroom 
cottages. Snorkeling, fishing, sailing, 
biking, and more! 


email: smrc@stellamarisresort.com 
www.stellamarisresort.com 





Bahama Divers 


800-398-DIVE © 242-393-6054 
Fax: 242-393-6078 


Two Tank Dives, Walls, Blue Hole, 





Nekton Diving Cruises 
800-899-6753 © 954-463-9324 


Experience Nekton's unique stable 
SWATH design liveaboards while divin 

the pristine waters of the Bahamas and 
Belize.Spacious cabins w/ private 
bathrooms and twin or queen beds. Vessels 
feature an elevating dive platform, sundeck 
with jacuzzi, E-6 processing. Prices trom 


$1,395 per person, dbl occ. 


email: info@nektoncruises.com 
www.nektoncruises.com 





Bahamas Travel Network 
800-513-5535 © 305-438-4222 


Bahamas Travel Network is the 





Sea Fever Diving Cruises 
800-443-.3837 © 757-481-2075 


Miami Departure and Return! Sea Fever 
Diving Cruises has been taking divers on 
incredible diving adventures for over 20 
years. Sea Fever provides live-aboard 
diving the way it should be; freedom to 


ive your way. Individual pricing from 


$995; group charters from $9,889. 


email: seafever@seafever.com 
Www. seafever.com 
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VALENTINES 


LONE Oe oe IS iii 


Harbour Island Bahamas 





Valentines Dive Center 
Harbour Island, Bahamas 


877-211-7617 © 242-333-2080 


Enjoy hassle-free diving to pristine coral 
reefs, walls, grottos and dritt dives. PADI 
dive courses, snorkeling, boat charters 
and watersports. Great hotel and dive 
packages. World’s best beaches. 


Wrecks, Reefs, Night Dive. Dive Shop: 
Full Line-US Divers, Sherwood, Full 
Service, Parts, Rentals PADI 4 Day 
Certification Course, Open Water 
Referrals. 


established specialty wholesaler for 
dive packages and low-cost airfares to 
the Islands of The Bahamas. Great 
specials- 4 days $242, 8 days $613. 


email: info@valentinesdive.com 
www.valentinesdive.com 


email: btn@maduro.com 
www.bahamastravelnet.com 


email: bahdiver@coralwave.com 
www.bahamadivers.com 


es 


Brendal’s 
Dive Center 


Continental : 





Connection * 


Operated by GULFSTREAM Juternctional Airlines 





Continental Airlines 
800-525-0280 


Serving Florida & The Islands of the 
Bahamas. Daily flights from Miami, 
Ft. Lauderdale and West Palm Beach 
to Nassau, Freeport and Marsh 
Harbour. Daily flights Miami- 
Ft. Lauderdale to Treasure Cay, 
Marsh Harbour & North Eleuthera. 
Call your local travel professional or 
Continental Airlines. 


Dive Abaco, Marsh Harbour, Abaco, Bahamas 
800-247-5338 


A Marsh Harbour Tradition Since 1978! 
Personalized Service, Uncrowded Diving, 
Out-Island Tranquility. 
email: dive@diveabaco.com 
WwWW.diveabaco.com 


Brendal’s Dive Center & Bluff House Beach Hotel 
Green Turtle Cay, Abaco, Bahamas 
800-745-9911 


Dive wrecks, hand-feed stingrays, swim 
with dolphins and more. PADI, SSI & NAUI 
certifications. Enjoy romantic views, superb 
dinning, tennis, kayaking, pools, beach 
and quaint, historic village. 5 day/4 nt & 3 
days dives: $510, 7 day/6 nt & 5 days of 
dives: $837. All prices pp/dbl. occupancy. 
Hotel taxes/gratuities inclusive. 


email: brendal@oii.net © www.brendal.com 


www.continental.com 





Visit Our Official Bahamas Diving Association Website at Www.Dahamasdiving.coOm and Request our FREE Bahamas Dive Guide or CD-ROM Diving Brochure. 
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11 exotic destinations. 


12 world-class dive yachts. 


1 goal: 


to make you sau ““WOW 






nics 
Poe ath 
peer 


~ 


4 s 


stroyer, Cayman Brac Fae 


* 4 


> 

— 

LA) 
oy 


_ Come aboard for a week and we promise 





that the Aggressor experience will change the 


® 


vane : FLEET 
way you dive forever. When booking, ask a ) eee 


about our specials, including free spots for NY * 800-348-2628 


www.aggressor.com 


: st 7 Let our travel department Aggressor Fleet is a 
groups and clubs and senior citizen discounts. ‘etouWeicha tous! — AgaTESSc Seanad 


v 2) ] 
aggressor, now you’re diving! 


Maximum bottom time! Diving is 
unlimited with all dives made 
from the spacious dive platform. 


THE WORLD OF AGGRESSOR FLEET 


a 


BELIZE 


GALAPAGOS KONA, HAWAII PALAU TRUK LAGOON Turks & CAICOS 


Ph: 985-385-2628 - Fax: 985-384-0817 . P. O. Box 1470 . Morgan City, LA 70381 « E-mail: diver@aggressor.com 








aco". ..going...gone? 
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GLOBAL WARMING, DEFORESTATION, COASTAL DEVELOPMENT, 
overfishing, dynamite, cyanide, pollutants, sand mining, harvest- 
ing for saltwater aquariums.... These reckless agents of death 


require clear, clean, warm (70 to 85°F), relatively 
shallow (primarily above 250 feet) and consistent- 
ly moving saltwater to survive. Even such perfect 
environmental conditions yield slow 
growth, typically less than one inch per year. 

By supporting almost 1,000,000 species 
of plants and animals (over 30 percent of all 


‘Hotspots’ of the worid, where coralreefs are 
eatel-1f-\Gui- @(unla) (-ek-(eeemelslepCen = -felmia ctl) 


Me et allie) eyiater— #. Southern Japan, 


. Gulf of Guinea Islands 

. Sunda Islands 

mee) lial= mani t-t-er- lao alo 
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. Northern Indian Ocean 







of Spiny Lobsters in Bora Bora 


JAMES MICHENER CALLED IT THE 
most beautiful island on earth, and 
though there’s a number of 
contenders to that particular 
crown, there’s no question that the 
fish-rich, super-warm 
and crys- 
‘tal-clear 
Mis ins of 
Bora Bora 
make it 






PHOTOS: (DISASTER) A. SCOTT JOHNSON; (C&C) JOE VAUGHN 
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continue to fuel the countdown. How long will it be before the 

remaining time runs out? Will any living creature remain? 
Coral reefs are formed by the accumulated exoskeletons of 

tiny animals, known as colonial coral polyps. These corals 


Sree verseracceserevevsgrovsuensenccncrouacesusnsasesnuanccvercevercusevcuceveraveusasneussguarsauenncascsecucencauuarauemarearanuaransassaseseesesseseseoaves see ereeseeROesE Rae SEOR SOHO EOESESUSP LOS OL EES IES OUSEGRUSESOLSUDSULSOEDUGSLESSE EL SLEACLSEen et eees asec eeeeess ene eseO SOLES SOROGAASSASEROSESOHOS ROSES SeROSRedsAneanananansnnenennenanesansnnssanernernennerernersebnansensednanenncsennnnnnnnearnarcnsancasenenennenaanasnsensnensacensnanannaaanannsnasnanaennsnaseaensanensanasnannananannacane 


CATCH & COOK 


Survivor superchef Keith Famie creates a Polynesian feast out 


li," F-lak-laleob-yeleiia(sae 
OJ ali at=| 
8. Cape Verde Islands 
9. Western Caribbean 
Red Sea and Gulf of 
Arden 


among the world’s top spots for an 
easy and eventful recreational dive. 

I experienced Bora Bora as one 
leg of a stupendous Polynesian 
adventure that took me to Tahiti, 
Moorea and a number of tiny, 
uninhabited islands scattered 
throughout the South Seas. Most 
are surrounded by spectacular 
coral reefs, which in turn house 
the shallow, picturesque lagoons 
that are home to more than 500 
species of tropical fish, including 
the massive, graceful Manta Rays. 

But as large as they are, Mantas 
are great dive companions and 


marine fish species), coral reefs are among 
the most biologically diverse ecosystems on Earth. And 
these invaluable condominiums of nature parallel almost 
17 percent of the world’s coastlines, thereby protecting 
the corresponding shores from storms and accelerated 
erosion. In addition, the majority of all coral reefs are 
located in the waters of developing countries. These countries 
are highly dependent upon the reefs for food, raw materials 
and tourism. 

(continued on page 25) 
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MOOREA ISLAND 
SPINY LOBSTER GLAZE Serves 4 


4 (6 ounce) spiny lobster tails, split in half 


GLAZE: 

1 cup coconut milk, freshly 
squeezed from grated coconut 
1 lime, juiced 

¥% cup cilantro, chopped 


i 
i 
I 
! 
I 1 cup pineapple juice 
I 

: 

I 

i 

i 

I PROCEDURE: 

| 
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1 cup pineapple, chopped 
% cup orange marmalade 
% tsp. cayenne pepper 

1 tsp. salt 


1. Preheat outdoor barbecue grill. 
2. In a food processor, blend all of the glaze ingredients for 10 
to 15 seconds. 
3. Place the lobster tails in glass dish with meat side up. 
4. Pour the glaze over lobster tails and let marinate for 20 minutes. 
5. Grill the lobster tails meat side down, turning as needed. 
6. Turn the lobster tails over after 3 to 5 minutes and baste with 
remaining glaze. 
The lobster tails are finished when meat is firm and opaque. 
g serve immediately. 
ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee a a a 


(continued on page 25) 
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Zale Parry 
A Star That Keeps Shining Brighter 


THANKS TO HER STARRING ROLE IN THE TV SERIES SE 
Hunt, Zale Parry became one of the most well-known 
celebrities in scuba diving in the 1950s. But it took much 
more than her gorgeous face and figure for the “damsel 
in distress” to remain in the spotlight for the next 50 
years, Zale, an inaugural member of the Women Divers 
, Hall of Fame (WDHOFP), began scuba diving in 1951, 
and she is still at the top of her long and distinguished career. 

Zale was a pioneer skin diver in the 1940s, and an early 


tester for 
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Who Wants a Piece 
of the Pie? 





















































Help Yourself 








You deserve your just desserts and PADI wants you to 
help yourself to a healthy slice of cash and discounts. 
Get 3 friends to complete their PADI Open Water class 
and we'll send you a check for $50.00. If you're a PADI 
Diving Society member, you can get $75. Plus, there are 
now over $10,000 in savings for you to collect when you 
Get your friends and families diving. With 
specials on travel, equipment, and train- 
ing, the world is now your dive oyster. So 
what are you waiting for? Go to padi.com 
for full details and your downloadable 
form today. 
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PADI 


padi.com 




















* PADI employees, PADI IRRA Members, PADI Professionals, and their employees 
and families are not eligible for this program. PADI is not responsible for any late, 
lost, or undelivered forms. 

This offer is valid to U.S. residents only and expires 31 August 2002.All complete 
forms must be postmarked by 31 August 2002. See padi.com for official rules and 
restrictions. 
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underwater equipment 
Scientific 
Waren tele 
Enterprises in 1953. Zale 
also helped run the first 
civilian hyperbaric cham- 


California. In 1954, she 
set a woman’s depth 
record to 209 feet, and 
became the third female 
instructor to graduate from the L.A. County UICC program. 
That same year, Zale made her screen debut in Kingdom of the 


| woman 


' of 


in 


Sea, a Jack Douglas Production, which 
was shown in 70 countries and had a 
successful run of several years. 

Besides her diving expertise, Zale’s 


| artistic talents are manifold—from act- 
| ing to photography to writing. An 


accomplished underwater photograph- 
er, Zale co-founded the International 
Underwater ['ilm Festival in 1957. In 
1960, she became the first elected 
president of the U/W 


| Photographic Society. From the 1950s 
_ through the 1990s, Zale worked as an 
actress and underwater stuntwoman in 
| Hollywood. 


Her credits include, 
Kingdom of the Sea, Sea Hunt, GE 
Theatre, Wagon Train, Peter Gunn, over 
two dozen television commercials and 
more. She also appeared on the cover of 


| Sports [lustrated several times. 


Zale recently published a_ book 


| with Al Tillman entitled Scuba America 


Vol. 1, The Human History of Sport 


| Droing in America, and 1s already busy 


working on Volume II. Zale is also a 
recipient of the NOGI Award for 
Distinguished 1D) UL 
Reaching Out Award, the Women’s 
Scuba Association Scuba Diver of the 


Service, 


| Year Award and the Los Angeles Parks 
| and Recreation [:ducation Award. In 
| 2001, Zale was made 


a “Lifetime 
Ambassador at Large” by The Academy 


L/nderwater Arts and Sciences. In 


| 2002, she was inducted into the Cayman 


Island International Scuba Diving Hall 


| of Fame and received the Beneath the 


Sea Diver of the Year Award. Zale has 
been an ardent supporter of WOHOF 


since ifs inception in 1999: “The 


Women Divers Fall of Fame has a fire § 
{3 


within for adventure because of 


members’ enthusiasm, energy, educa 


its 2 


w 


iw 

b 
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tion and excitement. We are all sisters in © 


scuba.” 7" —Hillary Viders, Ph.1. 
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Historically, government officials 7 
and even many scientists have argued | 
that marine species are unlikely to i 
become extinct in response to external : 
pressures due to the ocean’s great | 
expanse. However, recent studies have ; 
not only proven such theories to be ; 
wrong, but also potentially fatal by © 


promoting attitudes and policies that 
hinder vital conservation efforts. 

A new study by the Center for 
Applied Biodiversity Science (CABS) 
at Conservation International identifies 
the world’s top 10 coral reef hotspots. 
Hotspots are defined as regions that are 
exceptionally rich in endemic species, 
under extreme threat of destruction 
and thus species extinction. 

In an unseemly marriage of destruc- 
tion, eight of the top 10 marine 
hotspots are adjacent to land-based 
hotspots. Apparently, the same agents 
and activities that devastate fragile ter- 
restrial habitats also destroy those in 
the ocean. If immediate and substan- 
tial conservation efforts are not insti- 
tuted, the extinction of both marine 
and land species may occur. 

Over 25 percent of the world’s coral 
reefs have already been extinguished or 
severely damaged by those escalating 
influences that keep the timer counting 
down to destruction. In 1998 alone, the 
most powerful El Nifio and La Nina 
climatic changes on record killed or 
seriously wounded over 16 percent of 
the world’s reefs. The Global Coral 
Reef Monitoring Network’s “Status of 
Coral Reefs of the World: 2000” report 
estimated that 60 percent of all reefs 
will be gone by 2030 if the current rates 
of decline are not stemmed. 

Marine parks; enforceable interna- 
tional laws designed to greatly reduce 
fossil fuel and fluorocarbon emissions; 
increased world wide resources to pro- 
tect against overfishing, illegal fishing 
(dynamite, cyanide, gill nets, etc.) and 
harmful live species harvesting; and 
rigid coastal and urban development 
restrictions might stop or slow the 
countdown. But, for now, the timer 
keeps ticking. ** —A. Scott Johnson 


CATCH & COOK 


(continued from page 23) 


don’t carry much weight at the dinner 
table. For that, I arranged a night dive 
off the Bora Bora’s north coast to 
search the reef’s cracks and crevices for 
spiny lobsters. If your hand is swift 
enough, you can grab them as they 
flee backwards through the water. 
Catching lobster this way is not merely 
a move for show-offs; it’s ecologically 
sound. Too much equipment, and you 


risk damaging the fragile reef. 

I used the four lobsters we 
landed as the centerpiece for a 
traditional Polynesian barbecue, 
cooked beachside in the underground 
oven known as an ahima’a. In addition, 
I roasted a suckling pig and a variety of 
native fruits and vegetables (breadfruit, 
taro, plantain), and found a group of 
gorgeous dancers and talented musi- 
cians who graced the feast with their 
incomparable South Seas magic. 
—Chef Keith Famie 


The Best Big-Animal 
Diving On Earth 


ak iit 


Lflx-xe RoomalrocM lti(cMine) odie] Mitia\ae Reve) dare Mi relmo Macro] a 
stopping dive? Come dive with the Big Boys aboard 
the luxurious SOLMAR V. Giant Mantas, Dolphins, 
Hammerheads, Whalesharks, Sea Lions and more... 


THE BEST BIG-ANIMAL DIVING ON EARTH. 
800-344-3349 
310-459-9861 


Internet Specials at 
www.solmar.com 
caboresort@aol.com 


Diving <e° 


DE} 
Provided [2q A¥®) 
by ; 


www.amigosdelmar.com 
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the World... 


Let our All-Diver Staff find that 


Perfect Dive Vacation 


DIVE KADAVU 


Kadavu is one of the most beautiful islands in all of Fiji. 
Accommodations are in comfortable Fijian style bures. Kadavu has 
many remarkable sights. Rain Forest capped hills behind the resort 
offer many hiking trails. Diving, snorkeling, kayaking, wind surfing, 
or just relaxing on their beautiful white sand beach directly in front 
of the resort go hand-in-hand at Kadavu. A true Fijian village locat- 
ed within about a 10-minute walk from the resort is a mustvisit. 
With a wonderful staff of friendly faces to come with the package, 
this is truly one of the best values in Fiji.Packages should be 
reserved as far in advance as possible! 


PLAYA BLANCA BEACH CLUB & 
GAZ COOPER'S DIVE BELIZE 


This brand NEW dive resort is located on a beautiful white sand 
beach just North of San Pedro town Ambergris Caye. Offering 1,2 
Tare CM of-to koro} {Le Col Micolal MaeliTo(oxMelivo Mm icets)(ecolM el-telea merece ha 
small resort focus's on small dive groups and a very hands on per- 
sonal service, you will not find any cattle boats at Gaz Cooper's 
the limit is just 6-8 divers per boat max. You will dive all the best 
sites Ambergris caye has to offer plus the opportunity to visit the 
famed Blue Hole and the offshore Atolls. If your looking to escape 
the crowds then the Playa Blanca Beach Club and Gaz Cooper's 
is just the ticket. 





TRADERS RIDGE 

Traders Ridge is the only 5 star resort on the island of YAP! With 
competitive prices to all other resorts on YAP! The only swimming 
pool on YAP! Personal room steward assigned to your room for 
your convenience. Resort is styled in unique 1800's Victorian 
architecture. Cultural tours arranged at resort as well. Come see 
the famous Manta Rays of YAP and stay in style. Sea Kayaking 
available at resort as well, as world class diving. This is a per- 
fect combination trip with Palau as well. Call and book your 
space today! 


BIG BLUE 
EXPLORER 


A true wonder of the world, with some of the most diverse marine 
life on the planet. The Big Blue Explorer is the latest live-aboard to 
sail here. It is also one of the most affordable live-aboards in 
Palau. At 167 ft. in length it is an extremely stable vessel and is a 
great choice for either first time live-aboard divers or advanced 
divers. 9 private cabins with private bathroom facilities, also offer- 
Tivo MM aXeLA Lalo MR CXo) Co NY Lol LMRe lire Me lieeonseliiteliliate Mets icelli-re MUM -Xoleut 
cabin. Meals are served buffet-style and are excellent! Ocean 
Kayaks are on board for your pleasure, snorkeling can easily be 
done from this vessel as well. This boat ONLY takes 18 divers so 
make your reservations early! 
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Caymans 


Costa Rica 


Cozumel 


Curacao 


Dominica 


Galapagos 


Honduras 


Turks & 


Caicos 


St. Lucia 


Yap 





caLL: 1-800-737-DIVE (3483) 
PHONE: 630-972-2320 or Fax: 630-972-2329 
EMAIL: Udive@uitimatedivetravel.com 
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IT Is NOW COMMON KNOWLEDGE THAT 
sharks are in decline worldwide.What is 
less well known is that highly publicized 
efforts to protect them are going nowhere. 
Earlier this month, the Animals Com- 
mittee of the Convention on International 
Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) 
met in Costa Rica. It should have been a 
triumphant occasion. After all, shark con- 
servation has been a priority since 1994. In 
that year, CITES first requested 
that the United. Nations Food 
and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO) gather information on 
sharks so that a plan of action 
could be devised. 

That plan, the International 
Plan of Action (IPOA), is now part 
of the agency’s Code of Conduct 
for Responsible Fisheries. Other 


agencies soon jumped on the bandwagon. Several species 
are now listed in Annex I of the United Nations 


We as a society can also 
help by continuing to 
advocate on behalf of 
sharks. This is where 


divers come in. 


Convention Law of the Sea. And the Whale 
Shark is listed in Appendix II of the 
Convention on Migratory Species. But as 
the CITES meeting was informed, few 
countries are implementing the actions 
required by these noble documents. A 
report by the World Conservation Union’s 
(IUCN) Shark Specialist Group and the 
monitoring organization TRAFFIC paint a 
picture of inertia and disinterest: 

¢ Of the 87 shark-fishing 
states that should already 
have implemented conservation 
plans, 47 don’t even intend to 
draw them up. 

¢ Of the 29 major shark- 
fishing nations, only one has 
prepared a Shark Assessment 
Report. 

¢ Of the 125 nations that 


import shark fins to Hong Kong, only 29 claim to have 
implemented the IPOA in some form, but 24 of those 


Sharks Need More Than Words 


BY JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU 





Sharks are being hunted 
as never before. 
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One of SeaVision's masks that support 
the quest to lead the way in optimal 
underwater vision enhancement. 

For the diver looking for maximum 
lighting efficiency and who finds the 
black silicone skirt undesirable. 


~ 100% U/V Protection against 
the harmful rays of the sun 
~ Custom Optical Prescriptions: 
Single Vision Rx 
Bi-Focal Rx 


~ Your choice of lenses: 
Color-Correcting, Clear 
or MaxVision 





Cuaranice 


SeaVision filters are made from 


quality optical material, not 
just a surface coating. 








info@seavisionusa.com 
www.seavisionusa.com 


4399 35th Street North 
St. Petersburg, Florida 33714 


727.525.6906 Fax: 727.525.8074 


Toll Free: 800.732.6275 
Fax: 800.659.0284 
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cannot yet make the plan “avail- 
able for public consultation.” 

While bureaucrats drag 
their feet, fishermen are busy 
catching between 100 and 200 
million sharks per _ year. 
Considering that half of all 
sharks killed die as unregulat- 
ed bycatch, the real toll is 
probably higher. The IUCN 
reports that 79 species are 
either critically endangered or 
threatened. 

I confess to being confound- 
ed by these numbers. Several 
countries, including the 
United States, Australia and the 
United Kingdom, prohibit the killing 
of several species within their territo- 
rial waters. But when it comes to col- 
lecting census data on sharks—the 
necessary prelude to real protection— 
there is no movement. 

That makes me think that the ball is 





ENVIRONMENT 


protect sharks. These are useful, 
realistic steps. 

We as a society can also help by con- 
tinuing to advocate on behalf of 
sharks. This is where divers come in. 

Protecting sharks is a hard sell, but 
it is not impossible. Over the last 
decade, I have been involved with sev- 
eral major projects involving sharks, 
including a year-long expedition to 
South Australia to film Great Whites; 
a survey of a program in the 
Caribbean that allows tourists to 
hand-feed reef sharks in open water; 
and a filming venture in South Africa, 
where I shared the water with Great 
White sharks, outside the cage, wield- 
ing only a billy. I had the unique and 
indescribable honor of taking a brief 
ride on the back of a 13-foot female 
shark, and lived to tell the tale. 

Wherever I have gone, I have seen 
people rediscovering sharks for them- 
selves. They are learning that sharks 


As our representatives underwater, divers 
can help us all learn something important by 
working to protect these animals. The lesson 

of the shark is more than monetary. It is 
also ethical. To save any predator—not only 
sharks, but lions, tigers, bears or wolves—is 

to exercise humility. 


in the FAO’s court. Part of the prob- 
lem is that the FAO remains commit- 
ted to voluntary information gather- 
ing and compliance by individual 
nations. When big business is 
involved, voluntary conservation 
schemes are usually worthless. 

The FAO must lean on fishing 
states more forcefully to implement 
the IPOA, and crack down on illegal 
fishing. And CITES should play a 
more active role. TRAFFIC has sug- 
gested that CITES—until now a mere 
observer—could help implement the 
IPOA, work with the World Customs 
Organization on scrutinizing shark 
products, and assist those countries 
that are making a sincere effort to 


are not psychotic murderers, but 
methodical predators who play impor- 
tant role in marine ecosystems. And 
the more we get to know sharks, the 
more we appreciate intangibles such as 
their beauty, their completeness, their 
magnificence. 

As our representatives underwater, 
divers can help us all learn some- 
thing important by working to pro- 
tect these animals. The lesson of the 
shark is more than monetary. It is 
also ethical. To save any predator— 
not only sharks, but lions, tigers, 
bears or wolves—is to exercise 
humility. And this is something we 
must do if we are to live long or well 
on this Earth. 
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A Little Testing Can Go A Long Way! 


BY MARTY SNYDERMAN 


I go on several extended dive trips a year and you'd think my photography would continually improve, 


but [ just don’t get good exposures on a consistent basis and I feel stuck. Help !—Joe S., Houston, TX 





I AM CERTAIN THAT JOE IS NOT ALONE. I AM ALSO SURE THAT 
I can help, but I can’t do it alone. I need a little cooperation 
from Joe, or you, if you are experiencing the same dilemma. I 
am not sure why underwater photographers rarely, if ever, 
practice our craft, but most of us don’t. We function as if it is 
our birthright to be good at underwater photography. Golfers 
of all skill levels test clubs to see how far they hit the ball. 
Basketball players test and practice myriad techniques. So do 
salesmen, comics and singers. But many underwater photog- 
raphers do not. That is too bad, because just a little practice 
and testing can go a long way toward enabling us to consis- 
tently get better results. 

I believe most underwater photographers don’t practice and 
test ways to get proper exposures with their strobes because they 
don’t understand how to go about conducting the in-water ses- 
sions. So people end up getting into a pool or going on a dive 
with the intent of testing, but the tests are not methodically con- 
ducted. Instead the shooters expose a number of frames by 
using different f/stops and different power settings on strobes, 
but the tests are too randomly conducted to allow them any pre- 
cise conclusions that are meaningful for future shoots. I think a 
lot of us are guilty of this one. I certainly was in my early days. 

How do you set up and run some meaningful exposure tests 
that will give you confidence and help you consistently get good 
exposures when shooting in the future? Here is what I do. You 
can copy my tests or do something similar. When I get a new 
strobe(s), the first thing I do is run some exposure tests. I want 


to be sure that it is my strobe(s) that I am testing, and that it is 
not being over powered by sunlight, so I run the tests in an 
indoor pool, on very cloudy day, late in the afternoon or at night. 
To start, I hang a large, 6-foot-wide by 4-foot-tall white plastic 
board in a swimming pool. I cover the top one-third of the board 
with a gray cloth that has the same reflectance as a gray card. 
Yes, if you are curious, the cloth in the fabric store was tested 
with a light meter and gray card before it was purchased. And 
yes, that was a first for the fabric salesperson. 

Toward the edges of the board, I attach some plastic signs with 
different sizes of lettering—I bought a number of signs with dif- 
ferent sized and different colored lettering that say things like 
“No Soliciting,” “No Parking,” “Beware of Dog,” etc. at my 
local hardware store—and I attach a large color chart, or several 
signs with different colors, toward the center on the board. 

Then I get in the pool and phys- 
ically measure and mark intervals 
of 1 foot, 2 feet, 3 feet, 4 feet, 5 
feet and 6 feet from the board with 
weights that I place on the bottom 
of the pool. At this point, I am 
ready to shoot some film. 

Use slide film, not print film, 
and be sure each roll has the same 
ISO. I suggest running the tests 
with 100 ISO film. Be sure to have 
the film processed at a professional 
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lab. And be sure to “slate” each 
roll of film, meaning that you 
want to use the first 
frame on the roll to 
identify each roll. Have 
someone on the surface 
take some notes ,saying 
exactly what you did on 
each roll of film. 

With the strobe(s), I position 
the film plane of my camera one 
— foot away from the board, with 

my strobe(s) positioned to the 
side(s) and slightly above my camera. I 
know that the results vary according to 
my strobe-to-subject distance, not the 
film plane-to-subject distance. I certain- 
ly can conduct my tests by measuring 
strobe-to-subject distances, but I think 
most of us think in terms of film plane 
(camera)-to-subject distances. 

With the strobe set on the full-power 
setting, I shoot a series of exposed 
frames using the most wide open f/stop 
(roughly f/2.8) to the most closed down 
f/stop (roughly f/22) without missing a 
single f/stop in the series. At the end of 
the series, I expose one frame with my 
hand over the lens so that I will know 
that one series of exposures has been 
completed and I am ready to start a new 
series of exposures from a new distance. 

I repeat this procedure from 2 feet 








Your finished chart should look some- 
thing like the following: 


FOR FULL-POWER AND ISO 100 FILM 


3feet 4feet 5feet 6 feet 
f/11 {/8 f/5.6 {/4 


2 feet 
1/16 


For in-between distances, you can 
interpolate, meaning that for a camera- 
to-subject shooting distance of 2.5 feet 
with the strobe tested for the chart above 
set on full-power, you would want to use 
an f/stop between f/16 and f/11. 

Use the information gained from your 
tests and, of course, bracket your expo- 
sures to get the proper exposure in a real 
life shooting scenario. Bracket by shoot- 
ing each composed frame at the recom- 
mended f/stop, according to your chart, 
then shooting the exact same frame one 
f/stop more wide open and one f/stop 
more closed down; somewhere in there, 
you should have the proper exposure. It 
is important to bracket because in a real 
life setting you can’t always be so sure of 
your shooting distance, nor can you be 
certain about whether given subjects are 
of average reflectance or if they will 
reflect or absorb more light than a photo- 
graphic gray card. 

Running the tests will only require a 
few rolls of film and some time to acquire 


... just a little practice and testing can go a long way 
toward enabling us to consistently get better results. 


away and then from 3 feet, 4 feet, 5 feet 
and 6 feet with the strobe(s) on full 
power. After I have completed all of the 
series, I shoot every f/stop from 2, 4 and 
6 feet away with the other power settings. 
You can interpolate to get the results for 
those power settings from shooting dis- 
tances of | foot, 3 feet and 5 feet, or you 
can run the tests from these distances. 

When having the film processed, make 
sure to have the lab “process only,” or 
“process, but do not mount” so that you 
get the rolls of film back in strips instead 
of in a box of unnumbered slides. 


and make the shooting board. But the 
lessons learned from this simple test will 
give you a world of “exposure confi- 
dence” and good results every time you 
shoot from that point on, whether in Fiji, 
California, Cayman or Canada. 

In addition, if you make the board so 
that you can frame lettering of different 
sizes in the corners of your frames, then 
the very same tests will let you see how 
sharp your testing lens is or isn’t at var- 
ious f/stops. 

A little testing and practice can go a 
long way indeed. “* 
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O@w Take an online course at Marty Snyderman’s School of Underwater 
sii iiaaieiaiaiaaaiaaiaiia Photography at www.skin-diver.com. This comprehensive course consists 
SO MUCH MORE... of nine interactive classes taken at your convenience. 
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FIND YOUR ELEMENT THIS SUMMER 


From the exhilaration of Bloody Bay Wall to the fun of Stingray City, whatever your element, you'll 
ot = N find it this summer in the sparkling waters of the Cayman Islands. Call 1-800 4-CAYMAN Ext. 0 or visit 

O\\~ our web site (caymanislands.ky/h2go) to order your free Cayman Islands H2GO Vacation Planning 
Guide. Inside you'll discover everything you need to plan the summer’s best dive vacation, including 
a “MY ELEMENT” card good for special rates on equipment rentals, ite, 
Wlavelslavivi-heclam elate) core] a} olahvar-l arom anlelacmmmatsr0]0[-\ aan 'cele lam al-lalaliale mie (elm ale VA OA a 
and you could win a free Cayman Islands H2GO vacation. This summer, yo 
find adventure, find excitement, find yourself in the Cayman Islands. ISLANDS |= 
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FIND YOUR ELEMENT IN 
THE CAYMAN ISLANDS. 


Perhaps you'll find it in yourself as you glide along 


the Caribbean's most dramatic sea walls. Or in 
someone you love as, together, you stroll along our 
white sand beaches. Maybe you'll find it in a new 
friend, an old face or just a warm familiar feeling. It's 
your element and, this summer, we invite you to find it 
in the Cayman Islands. Just call 1-800-4 CAYMAN, Ext. 0 
or visit our web site (www.caymanislands.ky/h2go) to 
receive your “MY ELEMENT” card, which you can use 
to enjoy special rates on dining, attractions, water 


sports, dive trips, shopping and more. 





FIND YOUR ELEMENT AND YOU 
COULD FIND YOURSELF WITH 
ONE OF THESE GREAT PRIZES 
EACH MONTH _— 








GRAND PRIZE: a trip for two ia 
to the Cayman Islands. a 






Second prize: a SeaLife 
$L121 Digital DC200 
underwater camera. 









5 Third prizes: SeaLife 
SportDiver SL545 
underwater cameras. 
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Find your element. 





ANSWER THESE 3 QUESTIONS, 
AND YOU CAN ENTER TO WIN A FREE 
CAYMAN ISLANDS VACATION! 


Find the answers to the questions below in your free 
“Cayman Islands H2GO Vacation Planning Guide” or on 

our web site (www.caymanislands.ky/h2go). Send in your 
answers for a chance to win a free Cayman Islands vacation. 






1. Name one of the Cayman Islands “Sister Islands.” 
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2. What is th 
to swim with the stingrays? (Hint: You'll find it in 
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e name of the world’s most famous spot 


the waters around Grand Cayman.) 
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3. What year 
Cayman Islands? (Hint: Check out “Cayman by the 





did Christopher Columbus discover the 


Numbers.”) 
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See official rules on back for 
details including entry methods 
and eligibility requirements. 





OFFICIAL RULES 


NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN A PRIZE. A PURCHASE WILL NOT IMPROVE YOUR CHANCES OF WIN- 
NING. 


1. Sweepstakes open to legal residents of the US and Wash. DC age 18 or older. The Cayman Islands H2GO “Find your 
element" Sweepstakes (the Sweepstakes") begins at 12:01 a.m. Eastern Time (ET) on 5/1/02 and ends 11:59 p.m. (ET) on 
10/31/02 ("Entry Period"). There will be six monthly drawings during the Entry Period. HOW TO ENTER: There are three 
methods of entry. Entry Method #1: To enter online, visit the www.caymanislands.ky/h2go web site and follow all online entry 
instructions, including completing and submitting the online entry form and answering all sweepstakes questions. Online 
entries must be received by 11:59 PM (ET) on 10/31/02. Entry Method #2: To enter by mail with an official entry form, hand 
print your name, address, telephone number, e-mail address and your answers to the sweepstakes questions requested on 
official entry form, insert in envelope and mail to P.O. Box address in Method #3. Entry Method #3: To enter by mail without 
an official entry form, hand-print your name, address, telephone number, email address and your answers to the sweepstakes 
questions on a postcard and mail The Cayman Islands H2GO "Find Your Element" Sweepstakes, P.O. Box 9179, Medford, 
NY 11763-9179. All mail-in entries must be postmarked by 10/31/ 02 and received by 11/7/02. Answers to the sweepstakes 
questions can be found online at www.caymanislands.ky/h2go or in our H2GO Vacation Planning Guide. To obtain a free 
guide, call 1-800-4-CAYMAN, ext. 0 between 9 AM 5 PM (ET) during Mon. - Fri. [All requests for guides must be received by 
5 PM (ET) on 9/27/02.] To be eligible for a given monthly drawing, answers to the sweepstakes questions must be correct. 
All entries become the property of Sponsor and will not be returned or acknowledged. Limit: One received email or mail-in 
entry per person per month. In the event of a dispute over the identity of an online entrant, entry will be deemed submitted 
by the holder of the e-mail account. Mass entries or entries generated by a script, macro or use of automated devices will 
be disqualified. No mechanical reproductions peice Photocopied or incomplete entries are void. PRIZES/ODDS: Six (6) 
Grand Prizes (one awarded per month during the Entry Period) of a 7 nights/ 6 days trip for two to Cayman Islands are guar- 
anteed to be awarded. Approximate retail value (ARV) of each oh prize: $3,500.00; depending in location of winner and 
fares at time of departure. Each trip prize includes round-trip coach airfare to/from the winner's primary residence, double 
occupancy hotel accommodations and 6 daily local diving trips for winner plus 1 guest. Travel must be completed within 10 
months from date the prize is awarded. Parent or legal guardian must accompany a traveling minor. Travel subject to avail- 
ability and certain blackout dates may apply. Six (6) Second Prizes (one awarded per month during the Entry Period): A 
SeaLife121 Digital DC 200 Underwater Camera (ARV: $549.95 each). Thirty (30) Third Prizes (five awarded per month during 
the Entry Period): A SeaLife 545 SportDiver Underwater Camera (ARV: $100.00 each). Maximum ARV of all prizes: 
$26,299.70. Prizes are not transferable or redeemable for cash and no substitution of prize by a winner is permitted. All taxes 
and any other incidental expenses are the sole responsibility of each winner. Odds of winning depend on the number of eli- 
gible entries received per monthly drawing, estimated at 1: 266, 667. WINNER SELECTION: One winner will be selected per 
month for a total of six months beginning on 5/1/02 and ending on 10/31/02. The first entry containing the correct answers 
to the sweepstakes questions that is selected at random from among all eligible entries received during that month will be 
declared that month's winner. Each monthly random drawing will be held within 15 days of the end of that month. Limit: 
one prize per person. To be eligible for a given monthly drawing your online entry must be received between 12:01 AM (ET) 
on the first day of the month and 11:59 PM (ET) on the last day of that given month. Your mail-in entry must be postmarked 
between the first day of that month and the last day of that given month and received within 7 days thereafter. For any 
given mail-in entry deadline that falls on a Sunday or federal holiday, those entries will also be accepted on the next busi- 
ness day. If during any month no entries are received for the monthly drawing, that month's prize will be awarded as an 
additional prize in the following month, provided a sufficient number of entries are received for that month. This process 
will be repeated until all monthly prizes are awarded. If no entries are received for the last monthly drawing, then the final 
monthly prize will be awarded from among all eligible entries received in the previous months. WINNER NOTIFICATION : All 
random drawings will be conducted under supervision of an independent judging organization whose decisions are final and 
binding. Each winner will be notified by mail, or phone or email within 14 days after the drawing. To be declared a winner, 
all potential winners must complete & return an affidavit of eligibility and liability/publicity release within 14 days of date 
specified on notification, or an alternate winner will be selected. Travel companion must execute a travel release prior to 
travel. Winner and travel companion are responsible for obtaining proper documentation (i.e., passports) prior to travel. 
Prizes will be awarded within 30 days after prize notification or receipt of properly executed affidavit. If an affidavit or prize 
notification is returned as undeliverable, it will result in disqualification, and the corresponding prize will be awarded to an 
alternate winner in a separate random drawing from all non-winning eligible entries. Entry & acceptance of prize constitute 
permission to use a winner's name, prize won, hometown & likeness for promotional purposes without further compensa- 
tion, except where prohibited by law. ADDITIONAL RULES: Entrants assume all liability for any injury, loss or damage caused 
or claimed to be caused by your participation in the Sweepstakes and/or the acceptance, awarding, receipt, use and/or mis- 
use of any prize, and release Sponsor, its respective affiliates, subsidiaries, directors, employees and agents, and all others 
associated with the development and execution of this sweepstakes from any such liability. Winners acknowledge that 
Sponsor and all other companies concerned with this sweepstakes and their agents do not make, nor are in any manner 
responsible for, any warranty, representations, expressed or implied, in fact or in law, relative to the quality, conditions or fit- 
ness of any aspects of the prizes. Sponsor does not make, nor in any manner will be responsible for, any warranty, represen- 
tation or guarantee relating to the camera prizes; provided, however, all prizes will be subject to the manufacturer's stan- 
dard warranty. LIST OF WINNERS: For a list of winners (available after 12/31/02), send a stamped, self-addressed stamped 
envelope by 10/31/02 to: “Find your element" Sweepstakes Winners, P.O. Box 9183, Medford, NY 11763-9183. SPONSOR: 
Cayman Islands Department of Tourism, The Pavillion, Cricket Square, P.O. Box 67 GT, George Town, Grand Cayman, B.W.I. 
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PARTICIPATING 
CAYMAN ISLANDS 
H2GO PARTNERS. 


Sponsors: 
Sunshine Suites Resort-A Summerfield Suites by 
Wyndham, On the Bay Condos, The Club at Little 
Cayman, Brac Aquatics, Cayman Diving Lodge, Sunset 
House and Sunset Divers, Beach Club Colony, Spanish 
Bay Reef Resort, Cayman Inn and Resort and Diver's 
Down, Treasure Island Resort and Bob Soto's Reef 
Divers, Hyatt Regency Grand Cayman and Red Sail 
Sports, Grand Cayman Marriott Beach Resort and Red 
Sail Sports, Comfort Suites and Don Foster's Dive, 
Cobalt Coast Resort and Dive Tech. 


Participants: 

Hotels 

Brac Reef Beach Resort, Beach Club Colony Resort, Cayman Inn & 
Resort, Cobalt Coast Resort & Suites, Comfort Suites, Grand Cayman 
Marriott Beach Resort, Holiday Inn Resort, Hyatt Regency Grand 
Cayman, Indies Suites, Little Cayman Beach Resort, Morritt's Tortuga 
Club & Resort, Seaview Hotel & Dive Resort, Spanish Bay Reef Resort, 
Sunset House, Sunshine Suites Resort - a Summerfiled Suites by 
Wyndham, The Reef, Treasure Island Resort, Westin Casuarina Hotel. 
Condos 

Britannia Villas, Christopher Columbus Condos, Crescent Point Condos, 
Discovery Point Club, Lacovia Condominiums, Regal Beach Club, 
Seagull Condominiums, Tamarind Bay Condos, Treasure Island 
Condominiums, Villas of the Galleon. 

Restaurants 

Almond Tree/Tree House, Britannia, Casa Havana, Castaways, Chicken! 
Chicken!, Cimboco, Cracked Conch, David's Restaurant, Deckers, DJ's 
Restaurant & Cantina, Duppies, Eats Cafe, Edoardo’s Restaurant, 
Ferdinands, Governor's Terrace Restaurant, Grille Restaurant, 
Hemmingways, Lazy Lizard, Lighthouse Restaurant, Lobster Pot 
Restaurant, London House, Lone Star Bar & Grill, Mangrove Grill, 
Naked Fish Restaurant, Outback Steakhouse, Peninsula Restaurant, 
Rum Point Restaurant, Seagrape Café, Seaharvest Restaurant, 
Smugglers Cove, Stingers Bar & Restaurant, Subway, Windows Lounge. 
Watersports 

Aquanauts Diving, Atlantis Submarine Adventures Cayman, 

Bayside Watersports, Black Princess Charters, Bob Soto's Reef Divers, 
Capt. Crosby's Watersports, Capt. Don's Cayman Diver, Captain 
Marvin's Watersports, Cayman Delight Cruises, Cayman Diving Lodge, 
Cayman Submariners, DiveTech, Divi Dive & Photo Tiara - Cayman Brac, 
Don Foster's Dive Cayman, Eden Rock Diving Center, Island Girl 
Charters, Jolly Roger, Ocean Frontiers, Pirates Point Resort, Red Sail 
Sports, Reef Divers | - Little Cayman, Reef Divers I! - Cayman Brac, 
Resort Sports, Seaview Dive Center, Sunset Divers, Tortuga Divers, 
Treasure Island Divers. 

Weddings & Honeymoons 

Brac Reef Beach Resort, Beach Club Colony Resort, Beachcomber, 
Cobalt Coast Resort & Suites, Grand Cayman Marriott Beach Resort, 
Grand Old House, Holiday Inn Resort, Hyatt Regency Grand Cayman, 
Indies Suites, Little Cayman Beach Resort, Plantana, Seaview Hotel & 
Dive Resort, The Anchorage, Treasure Island Resort, Westin Casuarina 
Hotel. 

Golf 

Sunrise Family Golf Centre 

Nightclubs 

Insomnia, Matrix, Next Level 

Car & Jeep Rental 

Andy's Rent A Car, Brac Rent-A-Car, Budget Rent A Car, Cayman Auto 
Rentals, CICO Avis Rent-A-Car, Coconut Car Rentals, Soto's Jeep and 
Car Rental, Sunshine Car Rentals/Cayman Convertible, Thrifty Car 
Rental. 

Bicycle Rental 

Soto's Jeep and Car Rental, Sunshine Car Rentals/Cayman Convertible. 
Spas & Salons 

Brac Reet Beach Resort, Eclipze Hair Design & Day Spa, Gary Callan 
International, Little Cayman Beach Resort, Spa Esprit. 

Retailers 

Bob Soto's Reef Divers, Bob Soto's Reef Divers Signature Store, 
Captain Marvin's Watersports, DiveTech, Eden Rock Diving Center, 
Beach Club Colony Resort (Hotel Gift Shop), Spanish Bay Reef 

Resort (Hotel Gift Shop), Mermaid's Gift Shop, Polly's Landing, 

Reef Divers | - Little Cayman, Reef Divers Il - Cayman Brac, 

Seaview Dive Center, Treasure Island Divers. 

Kids 

Hyatt Regency Grand Cayman, Resort Sports. 









































LA MACHACA PHOTO: COURTESY DON STEWART 


CA BILL GREENWOOD OF HOUSTON, TX, 
visited Bonaire and asks about a “wild story” 
concerning La Machaca, a small boat that rests 
keel up on a shallow slope in front of Capt. 
Don’s Habitat. You asked for it, so here it is— 
straight from Capt. Don Stewart’s storehouse 
of yarns. 

“La Machaca is the Spanish name for the 
national bird of Brazil. In the 1920s, a small, 
speedy craft slipped out of a Brazilian port at 
midnight, transporting an illegal cargo of large 
‘Spanish flies.’ The captain was taking his cargo 
to ‘Trinidad, where it was to be sold as an aphro- 
disiac. But a Brazilian gunboat intercepted the 
vessel and riddled it with machine-gun bullets, 
the holes still visible on the inverted hull of the 
wreck. La Machaca eluded the Brazilian mili- 
tary, but the combination of heavy seas and 
firearms damage eventually proved too 
much for her. The captain had to stee : 
into what is now Habitat’s Harbor, ~ 
where she sank. The Spanish 
flies escaped and attacked a 
school of small Yellowtail’ 
Damselfish. Soon, an army of © 
angry Sergeant Majors swarmed to 
the rescue, and like piranhas, devoure 
the flies. In the melee, the Yellowtat 
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La Machaca 


BY ELLSWORTH BOYD 


Damselfish and Sergeant Majors 
became impregnated with the 
aphrodisiac from the Spanish flies, 
which has been passed down from 
generation to generation. As a 
result, today, when a diver is nipped 
by a Yellowtail Damselfish or Sergeant Major, the diver 
must make love within six hours or face imminent death. 
That’s why La Machaca is so popular with male divers. 
You see them there all the time, offering themselves as 
human sacrifices, hoping their female companions will 
cure them when they return to shore.” 





JANET TAYLOR OF LEESBURG, FL, asks if a treasure 


called the “Bishop’s Jewels” was found among the 


remains of one of the Spanish galleons that sank off 


the Middle Keys in 1733. 
fang Yes, in the early 1990s, Jack Haskins, a 
'_ fetired airline pilot from Islamorada, 


ee Merete etme) Fl, made an amazing discovery on a 
Bo nasze oe 


wreck that had been picked over for 
“ane -- » years. Haskins was about four miles 
* . offshore, in 18 feet of water, when his 


La Machaca. 

















Liveaboard Diving 


CARIBBEAN EXPLORER 


SABA - ST. KITTS 


7 day diving expeditions 
depart each Saturday from 
Philipsburg, St. Maarten. 


Limited to 16 guests per trip. 


NIMROD EXPLORER 


GREAT BER 


Diving expeditions from 4 to 10 days, 
from Cairns to Lizard Island and 
the Far North. 


Limited to 18 guests per trip. 


mean alcolaaateideamersiip 


1-800-322-3577 

Outside US/Canada call 1-903-887-8521 
Or Fax 1-903-887-8526 

e-mail: sdminfo@explorerventures.com 


www.explorerventures.com 


ce 
EXPLORER » "VENTURES 


Unique Dive easenercee 
Exceptional Value. 
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from the main ballast pile of 
El Capitana. Gently fanning 
the sand, he uncovered a reli- 
gious medallion made of gold 
and adorned with nine jewels. 
He calls it the “Buishop’s 
Jewels,” citing records that 
confirm the presence of a 
Bishop aboard most Spanish 
vessels of that period. In those 
days, religion played a signifi- 
cant role in the lives of the 
captain, crew and passengers, 
who were sailing from the 
New World to _ Spain. 
Although a full value of the find was 
never determined, half a million dol- 
lars would be a conservative estimate. 





WRECKFACTS 


IN MEMORIUM 


On a more solemn note, it is with deep regret 
that friends and family report the loss of Bob 
Fleming, Arlington, VI, who died recently at 
age 83. He was an authority on shipwrecks 
and conducted most of Clive Cussler’s mar- 
itime research for 20 years. Modest and hum- 
ble, Fleming preferred to remain in the back- 
ground, unheralded by his many accomplish- 
ments. He fought tenaciously for divers’ 
rights to explore shipwrecks and testified at 
Congressional hearings on their behalf. Many 
researchers still use his books A Primer for 
Shipwreck Research and Records for Skin 
Divers and An Informal Bibliography of 
Shipwreck Resources and Records for Divers. 
Bob Fleming will be greatly missed by this 
writer, whom he befriended and advised for 
many years. 


JOE KUJDA, VIA THE INTERNET, 
asks about the Trade Wind and the 
Crystal, two popular Lake Erie wrecks. 

Georgann and Mike Wachter, 
authors of Erie Wrecks and Erte 
Wrecks East, say that both vessels 
“remain in beautiful condition.” 
The Trade Wind, a three-masted 
bark built in 1853, sank a year later 
when she collided with the Charles 
Napier during a blinding snow storm 
off Long Point Cut. The bark car- 
ried 200 tons of railroad iron, 1,000 
stoves and two lifeboats bound for 
Chicago, both labeled U.S. 
Government Property. Although the 
crew complained about the two 
bulky government lifeboats, 


strapped down as deck cargo, these 
very same boats saved their lives. 
When their yawl boat was swept 
away in the collision, the crew 
launched the lifeboats and made it 
safely to shore. The Trade Wind lies 
eight miles off Long Point in 120 
feet of water. The ship’s wheel, cap- 
stan and deadeyes are scattered on 
the bottom, surrounded by iron rails 
and stove parts. 

The Crystal, an unidentified ship 
named for its cargo of dishes found 
at the site, is sunk four miles away 
from the Trade Wind. The 120-foot- 
long vessel was also carrying wheat 
when it became a victim of one of 
the fierce storms that often build up 
off Long Point. The ship’s wheel, 
wench and windlass are intact in 115 
feet of water. Visibility on the 
Crystal and the Trade Wind averages 
70 feet. 


JIM CVITANOVICH, VIA THE 
INTERNET, is trying to identify his 
favorite wreck, sunk in 15 feet of 
water off Rocky Point, Palos Verdes 
Peninsula, CA. He says it’s located 
near the Dominator, a Greek 
freighter that ran aground in 1961, 
and thinks his mystery wreck might 
be the Epping. 

Phil Bergeron, a California wreck 
sleuth, says the Epping is erroneous- 
ly listed on a nautical chart and that 
Jim’s vessel is the Gratia, a three- 
masted, steel hulled bark that ran 
aground in 1932. The remains of the 
ship, except for part of the hull that 
was detonated and salvaged for 
scrap, are broken up and scattered 
throughout thick kelp beds. The 
remains can be tracked by two large 
anchor chains that stretch out of the 
stern for about 100 feet through the 
kelp. Divers prefer calm waters when 
exploring the site, heeding the 
strong surges and rocky outcrop- 
pings that make it hazardous in 
rough weather. * 


Send your wreck questions to Ellsworth 
Boyd, 1120 Bernoudy Rd., White 
Hall, MD 21161. Be sure to include a 
stamped, self-addressed envelope for a 
personal reply. Ellsworth can also be e- 
mailed at ellsboyd@aol.com. 
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TURKS 2 CHICOS. 







ISLANDS 


OASIS ad 


} Ocean front dive & accommodation packages 


M Grand Turk’s only Nitrox and 
) Rebreather facility 


| Dive Grand Turk, Salt Cay and South Caicos 
| Small groups and personal service 
} 3 boat dives a day 


(800) 892-3995 
Tel /Fax: 649-946-1128 
web: www.oasisdivers.com ® e-mail ossiv iva te 


Grand Turks Only PADI Gold Palm/ 
| 5 Star Instructor Development Center 
/ Specializing in Small Groups & Personal Service 
: "WE DONT BELIEVE IN HYPE - 
WE BELIEVE IN RETURN CLIENTELE” 
www.grandturkscuba.com 
E-Mail: mrolling@tciway.tc 
Telephone: 649 946 2432 





2 Beco 







fy Dive packages and 
| accommodation in Grand Turk. 
i] Excursions to Salt Cay and Gibbs 
| Cay. PADI/NAUI instruction for all 
| abilities. UW Photo and E-6 
(| processing. Nitrox. For the best 
| diving holiday in Grand Turk con- 
a tact the professionals at 
i SEA EYE DIVING 
(649) 946-1407 Ph/Fx 

1-800-513-5823 
| e-mail: ci@ciway.tc 
| Web: www.seaeyediving.com 
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‘BLUE ADVENTURES 


BY WYLAND 





Close encounters with friendly whales 


IF YOU WATCHED TELEVISION IN THE 
early 1970s, you’ve probably seen marine 
cinematographers racing after whales in 
pursuit of dramatic nature footage. These 
chases usually continued until the animals 
were corralled or too tired to swim any 
further and allowed the camera crews to 
photograph them. At the time, nobody 
questioned the practice. Most of us were 
fascinated to have the Legis at to see 


= NSS 4 a 


- Wait.. pte will come.” sh 


whales up close, and gratified that people 
were finally trying to learn about these 
majestic animals, rather than trying to 
hunt them down. 

Now, years later, knowledge about how 
to approach marine mammals has 
changed considerably. Scientists have 
learned that while aggressively approach- 
ing a large migrating marine mammal 
such as a whale might be dramatic photo 
opportunity, it reveals little about the nat- 
ural behavior of the animal. After all, how 
at ease would you feel trying to outrun a 
crew of wild-eyed cameramen in a noisy 
speedboat? Fortunately, somewhere down 
the line, somebody realized that study- 


ing—or just enjoying—whales could bea 
whole lot easier if we let the whales came 
to us, on their own terms. 

That’s the idea behind “soft-in-water” 
encounters, a term coined for basically 
hanging out in the water with whales. It’s 
not scuba diving, aggressive swimming or 
free diving. It’s bobbing up and down in 
the sea, biding your time, and waiting 
peacefully for a curious, cooperative 





whale to check you out. More important- 
ly, it’s a whole philosophy that anyone, 
young or old, can apply to learning about 
and understanding nature. I recently put 
the technique to practice during a photo- 
graphic expedition near the Silver Bank, a 
world-famous marine sanctuary for 
Humpbacks Whales about 85 miles off 
the coast of the Dominican Republic. The 
idea of coaxing a 40-ton Humpback to me 
simply by doing nothing seemed a little 
odd, but when the first Humpback ap- 
proached, spun around, then returned 
again, I was converted. 

I had been briefed about what to expect 
by Capt. Tom Conlin, a naturalist and 





RLDWIDE LLC 


je Vietnam e Papua New Guinea ¢ Honduras ¢ 


Master Diver Trainer aboard the Peter Borneo e Fj 
Hughes dive vessel M/V Wind Dancer. 
Since 1990, Tom has studied the behav- 
ior, movements, and attitudes of the 
North Atlantic Humpback Whale. Much 
of the information he gets is passed on to 
the College of the Atlantic and the Center 
for Coastal Studies for fluke IDs and be- 
havioral studies. ‘Tom has observed every 
conceivable movement: breaching, lob 
tailing, resting, courtship and mother and 
calf interaction. If there’s anyone who 
knows what it takes to attract the curiosity 
of a whale, it’s Tom. 

Each night, Tom presented a slide 
show and a lecture aboard our vessel with 
tips to make the most of these soft-in-wa- 
ter encounters. Some whales, he said, will 
show little or no interest in the presence of 
man, while others will indicate their infat- 
uation and curiosity by becoming very ac- 
robatic. By spotting the right candidates 
and using the right encounter techniques, 
Tom said we would have a “high probabil- 
ity of turning a fly-by into a 5-minute to 
10-hour encounter.” 

A soft-in-water encounter begins with 
snorkeling equipment. Whales navigate 
by acoustics and are very sensitive to 
sound, so reducing noise when entering = 
the water is important. Once in the water, | 7 Nights, 5 day/2 tanto 
one rule in particular was strictly en- . 
forced: Never swim after a whale. Time 
and again, as soon as a person swam after a 
whale, the animal would turn away and 
disappear. By sticking to the soft-in-water 
encounter techniques, we were treated to 
hours of encounters with whales. Not in a 
chase mode, but rather two curious 
species quietly learning about each other. ae “aa 

All week long, we saw every conceivable 
type of whale behavior, up close and more 
fantastic than any of us could have imag- 
ined. I realize, of course, that it’s not pos- 
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Specializing in the world’s most exotic and unique des i 
Worldwide land based and liveaboard dive expedit ns), 
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Obes the Carlbbean Sea, cradled in the majestic — 
of DOMINICA’S mountainous landscape... is the FORT YOUNG 
HOTEL. Enjoy breathtaking views, superb cuisine, health & 


beauty center and more! Discover world-class scuba diving, 
sible for everyone, particularly small chil- snorkeling, kayaking, whalewatching and hiking to 
dren, to havea direct soft-in-water en- spectacular waterfalls and luxuriant rainforests. 


counter with giant animals such as whales. Discover the Romance of Adventure! 


But the lessons behind the practice have Toll-free 1-866-389-6864 


the potential to influence a whole new way (FT- YOUNG) | 
of approaching nature. Having dived with www.fortyounghotel.com ° SN a 
whales in Hawaui for 20 years, this experi- or call your favorite dive travel specialist 

ence certainly was an eye opener for me, 
and I plan to use what I learned from my 
soft-in-water encounters 1n the way I in- i : 
teract with all marine life, large and small, k et d 

in the future. VWWVVVV. S M | VCT. Com 
To learn more about Wyland’s diving ad- 
ventures, visit www.wyland.com., 
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Getting to the dive site can be th C a) T Cc 


a hassle, but if you have the right toys...err...tools, then it's pure pleasure. 





Whether you need to cruise down the reef in a current, paddle out past the 


break or just load the boat and hit the throttles, theres a conveyance 


perfectly suited to your kind of diving. by daryl carson 


Sellers of diver propulsion vehicles, sometimes called 
underwater scooters, will try and tell you their machines are 
of great practical value. Conserve air! Dive in currents! Haul 
. more a id / But, don’t be fooled. These smooth words are only 
_ jifé"ea8e your @oriscience and convince your spouse. Though 

: Ms ¢an hawe Some practical applications, they are really 
Bly bought for one reason—nothing else underwater is this 

much fun! 
As all the very 











responsible divers 
reading this begin 
, to clear their throats 
/ and look over the 
> tops of their glasses, 
let it also be said that there are 
some sober realities to getting 
~ yanked over a reef, a wreck or through a 
cave, by a battery-powered propeller. It’s 
easy to let a good time turn into rapid 
ascents, reef wrecking and marine life harass- 
ment. However, once you have a firm grip on a 
unit’s operating parameters, there’s nothing | 
wrong with putting the hammer down and zoom- 


\ 
ing off into the big wet blue. And fortunately, a num- Nu coh 


ber of models on the market make it very easy. 


Apollo AV-1 Scooter 
One of the grand features of the Apollo AV-1 scooter 
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is compactness. Angled handles near the nose make rid- 
ing and controlling the AV-1 extremely intuitive, as well 
as forcing the rider to keep the propeller shroud beneath 
the torso, where thrust won’t be unnecessarily defused 
into the body. Weighing in at 40 pounds on the surface, 
the unit’s underwater weight is less than 1.5 pounds. 
Three speed settings are possible, with a top speed of 2.4 
mph, which is plenty of punch for cruising into currents 
or playing with dolphins. Battery time will last up to one 
hour, and a great safety feature is the thermal sensor that 
automatically shuts down the motor at the first sign of 
high internal motor temperatures. Depth rated to 165 
feet, there is also an auto slip clutch to save the drive sys- 
tem in case the propeller is obstructed. Apollo: (800) 
231-0909 or www.apollosportsusa.com 


Farallon MK-7 

Although rumors are circulating that Farallon is pro- 
ducing a new tow-behind model, the company has long 
been known for its “ride-on” style of diver propulsion 
vehicles. A black T-bar on the rear keeps the diver in 
place, as he lies flat and holds onto two 


AT 
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handles up front. A black toggle switch provides 
on/off capabilities, and a trigger on the handle engages 
the motor. (Other Farallon models also offer variable 
speed control.) 

Running at a very solid 2.75 mph, the unit will travel 
approximately 10,500 feet (battery life of one hour) and 
to a depth of 400 feet. Steering the Farallon is simply a 
matter of leaning into turns and adjusting the position of 
one’s fins. On land, this orange work horse weighs in at 
cL oreltrerelmmaten conve urbane yitisstielevesie (ela @e-bam(ieaw bie lo)Cmre) 
make transport easier. Farallon: (770) 414-0550 or 
www.farallonusa.com 


Oceanic Mako 

The Mako from Oceanic has long been a popular 
choice among serious scooter heads. A variable pitch 

propeller allows 
o the system to 
run at three 
possible 
speeds, the 
maximum at 2.7 
mph with a run time 
of nearly 120 minutes. The 
handles are located at the rear of 
the Mako, actually on the propeller 
shroud, and incorporated into each is 
tka trigger type on/off switch. Each switch is 
independent of the other, so one-handed operation is 
always possible. The Mako is constructed of high- 
impact Xenoy and depth rated to 180 feet. Many Mako 
users, and actually riders of similarly styled designs, 
have developed a method of riding by which a short tri- 
angle harness, made from two pieces of line, is used to 
clip the diver to the scooter. If the distance is properly 
set, the diver 1s then towed comfortably and only uses 
his arms to steer. Oceanic: (510) 562-0500 or 


Www.oceanicww.com 
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Scubapro Seaglider 
The Seaglider uses a design that places the propeller 
beneath the chassis. This completely avoids the tempta- 
tion some models have of spitting ae 
water into your face or chest. It also *», , 
makes it an ideal model for use by 
snorkelers, who can cruise 
along comfortably while \.——___ 
remaining on the surface. \ 
The Seaglider has slightly posi- ;. 
tive buoyancy, two pistol grip han-_ 
dles for steering and an extra handle 
on the nose, a nice feature when 
hauling the thing around topside. 
Battery life is 40 minutes (continu- 
ous run time) and the unit is depth 
rated to 180 feet. Finally, an automat- 
ic charger is included and the unit comes 


in a protective roller case, which makes getting down the 
as 
(619) 


dock almost as _ easy 
the water. Scubapro: 
www.scubapro.com 


through 
or 


getting 
402-1023 











SeaScooter 

The SeaScooter “™ 
is aimed more at the _ 
snorkeling market than ~~ __ 
divers, but with a depth rat- a 
ing of 50 feet, bubble blowers 
shouldn't ignore it all together, 
especially since it cruises at a fist- 
clenching 3.3 mph. 

In keeping with its surface-friendly design, the 
SeaScooter is two pounds positively buoyant in the 
water, while tipping the scales at 45 pounds on dry 
land. The rechargeable battery is easily accessible 
through a rear hatch, and a special warning light noti- 
fies the user when 5 to 10 minutes of power remains (a 
nice feature if you don’t want to be stranded down cur- 
rent from the boat). An optional dive flag is available, 
which mounts easily for topside use. Zap World: (800) 
251-4555 or www.seascooters.com 


Submerge UV 
Submerge UV scooters are built to go deep, to stay 
long and to come back to the surface in one piece. 
Engineered and aimed at the hard 
Key em Korea obey Corb 
Le 


ww” 





diver, these 
scooters are really multiple ver- 
sions of the same machine. The UV-18, UV- 
26 and UV-38 all use the same drive system, 
with the larger models simply carrying additional 
batteries. The UV-26 will run at 2 mph for at least 90 
minutes. Rated to 400 feet, they are designed to be 
used with a harness that tows the diver, while he 
steers using a unique motorcycle style handle. 
This controller cuts power to the motor when 
released and also has a cruise control and 
lock-off feature. 
wy Speed and battery life depend on 
. _the model and pitch settings of the 
j prop blades (there are nine), howev- 
ior ; 


2 


er, burn times of up to two hours are 
a * possible. The body is constructed of 
tough HDPE, and more than half an 

inch thick with internal bulkheads that both 

provide structural integrity and battery sup- 

* ) port. Submerge: (610) 436-6250 or www. 


silent-submersion.com 
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Torpedo 3500 

One of the more 
affordable scooters on 
the market, the Torpedo 
comes in three niodels, At 
the top is the 3500, with a 
run time of 45 minutes at 3.5 mph. 
‘The makers opted for a fiberglass housing 
topped by a removable nose cone that offers access to the 
unit's sealed lead acid battery. Two aluminum handles 
extend along the body, and a magnetic switch is housed 
beneath the cushioned grips. The diver wears a small band 
on one hand and the unit is activated when held. Rated to 
170 feet, the 3500 weighs 50 pounds (battery included) on 


The eternal frus- 
tration of shore divers 
4s that all the really good 
sites seem to lie just out of 
»far to swim_to, but close enough 


form of diving kayaks. These beauties greatly extend 
the shore diver’s range by offering both easy (and 
cheap) transportation, as well as providing a stable 
and highly-visible dive platform. They’re also great 
for families, fishing, free diving or just for being on 
the water. Load your gear, grab a buddy and paddle 
into nirvana. 


Soar Inflatable Kayaks 

Among the most versatile of human-powered 
watercraft, the inflatable boats by Soar are available in 
12-, 14- and 16-foot lengths. When deflated, they roll 
up and easily fit in the trunk of a car, 
but are brought to life in just a few 
minutes with a foot 





land, and is one pound 
negative in the water. The 
handles are placed along 
the centerline of the unit 
for minimal arm fatigue 
while in use. Also, the 4 
inch handle diameter allows 
for the easy attachment of 
accessories, such as lights and 
gauges. For divers that want to juice up their ride, the 
Torpedo can be run in tandem with another unit, for twice 
the power. Other goodies include a “positive buoyancy 
accessory” and a padded tote bag. Torpedo: (800) 489- 
6774 or www.torpedodpv.com 


or hand pump. Made from strong 840 
’* denier nylon and Hypalon, the tubes 
» ¥ and floor are abrasion resistant and 
well suited to rocky beaches. The 16- 
foot model has a 1,000 pound load capaci- 

ty, while weighing only 68 pounds. 

A number of options also increase the Soar’s utility. 
Lashing bars (pictured above with two 16-foot mod- 
els) are available, as is an outboard transom. These are 
perfect for larger groups of divers or float trips. A 
repair kit, straps and double action hand pump are 
included with each boat. Soar: (800) 280-SOAR or 
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Cobra Fish ‘n Dive Kayak 

Twelve feet long by three feet wide, Cobra’s sit-on-top 
dive kayak offers an incredibly stable platform for cruis- 
ing while fully loaded with dive gear. A deep well in the 
stern provides ample storage for scuba equipment (up to 
three tanks) or tackle boxes. Rated to carry 600 pounds, 
the Fish ’n Dive can even be rigged with a trolling motor 
or small outboard for effortless cruising. 
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Rigidity and strength come from linear polyethyl- 
ene. Molded foot rests provide comfort for any height 
paddler, and in addition to the one centrally located 
padded jumpseat, a smaller reversed companion 
jumpseat near the bow is available for a passenger. 
This space can also be used for additional storage. 
Optional hatches provide easy access to dry areas and 
make this Cobra a perfect companion for longer excur- 
sions. Cobra: (310) 327 9216 or www.cobrakayaks.com 


Ocean Kayak Scrambler XT 
Sit-on-top (SOT) kayaks are the ones most divers 





a he world of Tarine craft, there are many variations 

“of neSseRe ‘but the Nautica RIB 20 Cat is most unusu- 
al. While divers (especially those diving the California 
coast) have long appreciated the practicality of inflatable 
boats, Nautica has raised the stakes with this design. It 
combines the load capacity of a rigid inflatable boat, 


with the stability and sea handling characteristics of a 


catamaran. However, there is one more twist. A unique 
“loading ramp” in the bow can be lowered for supreme 
access to the water. Originally designed to help deploy 






are familiar with, and Ocean Kayak has been a strong 
supporter of bubble blowers. Their Scrambler X'T is 
nice and roomy, with a molded well in the rear espe- 
cially for holding a rigged set of dive gear. Padded seats 
(not shown) are adjustable and held in place by easy-to- 
use clips. Multiple foot holds are spaced for divers of 
all leg lengths to make paddling a breeze. And, storage 
hatches (optional) will keep food, cam- 

eras or even a 


small tent 

in dry security. Built 

from linear polyethylene, there is 

nothing delicate about the Scrambler. It will withstand 
years of being dragged up and down beaches, hoisted 
atop cars and the general bangs and scratches that go 
with shore diving. Ocean Kayak: (800) 8-KAYAKS 


or www.oceankayak.com 


people and goods to the beach, it has proven to be an 
outstanding dive platform as well. When lowered, it lies 
just a few inches below the waterline, making getting 
back into the boat after a dive much easier than scram- 
bling over the sides. Rated for a maximum 150 hp, the 


RIB Cat 20 has a fuel capacity of 48 gallons and will 


carry up to 2,750 pounds. Other standard equipment 
includes a console, hydraulic steering, instrument panel, 
fuel gauge, lift eyes and safety grab handles. Nautica: 
(305) 556-5554 or www.nauticaintl.com 
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THE OCEAN CORPORATION 


NON DESTI 

TESTING TI 

THE JOBS A 

ARE EXCITING, CHALLENGING, 
AND FINANCIALLY REWARDING. 


10840 Rockley Road Houston,TX 77099 
Financial Aid Available For Those Who Qualify 


Comnage=smNHNW 2° OCW ee = 


U.S. CALL BOO 676 2826 - HONDURAS 504 455 5222 - - fantaeyiclandresort@bonnebeach.i com 


www. fantasyislandresort.com - “Rates per pesron, occ. in doble, 16% hotel tax not included. 
Package includes: 3 day one tank diving, one night weekly diving, unlimited snorkeling, 
airport transters, welcome drink, meal plan, rooms with A/A, fan, balcony, ocean view, TV, telephone. 
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= Bringing Your Friends 
Means Bringing On 
the Rewards! 


PADI HAS A GREAT OFFER FOR 
Skin Diver readers. Skin Diver, 
in conjunction with PADI’s 
Bring a Friend campaign, can 
save you 10 percent on the 
purchase of any Skin Diver 
advertiser’s product in this issue. 

Here’s how the program works: When 
you bring three friends into diving through 
PADI Open Water Diver certification, 
then submit the redemption form (found 
at www.padi.com/promo/poker/pdf/ 
redemptionform.pdf), you receive a 
check from PADI for $50. 

In addition, thanks to this co-opera- 
tive effort between Skin Diver and 
PADI, you can now get up to another 
$300 ($3,000 total retail purchase limit) 
when you purchase a product or service 
from any advertiser in this issue of Skin 
Diver. However, the product or service 
must be purchased from a PADI Dive 
Center or Resort. a Fj 


, To get your re- s RAS » 
ate, you simply & et oO 
FR 
send in a copy of commas 
your Bring a Friend wae 
check and a copy of Ais otinnth 
the invoice for your PAD! 
purchase, then PADI P@di-com 
will send a rebate check for 10 percent 
of the amount of your purchase to you. 

Perhaps you’ve been thinking about 
booking a $2,500 live-aboard dive vaca- 
tion with an operator that is advertis- 
ing in this issue. Bring three friends 
into diving and you can get $250.00 
back on the cost of trip from Skin 
Diver, courtesy of PADI. Of course, 
you ll need to look sharp on the trip, so 
you also purchase $500 of new gear 
and equipment. Again, by sending in a 
copy of your receipt and a copy of your 
PADI Bring a Friend check, you'll get 
another $50! 

We all want to share our love of the 
underwater world with our friends and 
family. Now, with Skin Diver and 
PADI, you can get paid for it, too. So, 
start recruiting today. For more details 
on the Bring a Friend campaign, 
visit www.padi.com and click on 
the Bring a Friend section on the 
homepage. ** 








SKIN DIVER & DEEP OUTDOORS PRESENTS THE FIRST ANNUAL 


WRECK TREK 200 


Key Largo, FL * September 21-27, 2002 


pon O71 ES 1 te), me) a 
KEY LARGO WRECK DIVINGY 


e Dive Key Largo’s world-class wreck dives, including: 
The 510-ft. WWII ship Spiegel Grove, the largest vessel ever sunk for diving 
The 300-ft. City of Washington 
The 327-ft. Coast Guard cutters Bibb and Duane 
The 285-ft. Benwood 
Over 1500 linear feet of wrecks to explore!! 
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¢ Open to divers of all levels (Certification classes will be available) 
¢ Enjoy deluxe accommodations at the most prestigious resort in the Florida Keys 
¢ Welcome Reception with “Keys Style’? entertainment 


¢ Free equipment demonstrations including Deep Outdoors dive gear, Zeagle Systems 
dive gear and Farallon DPVs 


¢ Nightly seminars and presentations, including an underwater film 
presentation by GUY HARVEY and photo instruction by Rick Frehsee 


¢ Special reef diving and snorkeling packages available 
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Quiescence 





© 


Captain Slate's Atlantis Dive Center Ocean Divers Quiescence Diving Services 
Phone: 305-451-3020 Phone: 305-451-1113 Phone: 305-451-2440 
x www.captainslate.com www.oceandivers.com www.keylargodiving.com 
< E-mail: dive@captainslate.com E-Mail: info@ oceandivers.com E-Mail: info@keylargodiving.com 


For more information, log on to www.skin-diver.com 
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_ ALL-INCLUSIVE SPECIAL! 
7 nights hotel * 5 two-tank morning boat dives _ 


4 Aisi single-tank afternoon boat dives” 
ALL MEALS AND BRORSTES BAR! 








The Future of Fish 
ID: Skin Diver 
Online’s Marine 
Life Encyclopedia 


BY MICHELLE DANNER 


COMING SOON TO COMPUTERS 
everywhere: Skin Diver Online 
(SDO) will host an exclusive 
Marine Life Encyclopedia. In 
conjunction with Field Editor 
Marty Snyderman, Skin Diver 
magazine will launch a comprehensive 
and unique marine life identification 
area on its website. 

The encyclopedia’s launch will 
include Sharks & Rays, with the 
Caribbean/ ‘Tropical Atlantic 
and California 
Coast soon to 
follow. Each 
section will be 
filled with 
beautiful U/W 
photographs of 
invertebrates, 
fish, hard and 
soft corals, BEnieMaty 
sponges and 
more. The encyclopedia is easy to 
use—just click on your desired sub- 
ject and the site offers you several 
links to information. 

The first installment, Sharks & 
Rays, has an abundance of facts and 
photos. Want to learn more about Bat 
Rays? Click on the photo and you can 
find out its scientific name, range, 
habitat, sightings and natural history. 





Still not satisfied? vai can also click 
into an articles section that will satisfy 
any diver’s thirst for knowledge. 

Over a year in the making, SDO’s 
Marine Life Encyclopedia will 
become the place to go for all 
your fish identification. Go to 
www.skin-diver.com and_ see 
what else you'll find. 





PHOTGS: MARTY SNYDERMAN 
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There is a world of reasons why divers and snorkelers are so passionate about their 
sport: It means traveling to beautiful destinations. It means interacting with nature 
in its most breathtaking settings. It means high excitement and encounters with the 
marine world's most awesome creatures. And much; much more... 


Tropical Destination Travel * Learning to Dive « Dive and 
Snorkeling Equipment * Underwater Photography 


fSuibaauatic Survivor| 
The Kona Classic 
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wom FOr all that diving and snorkeling have to offers 
eum | Visit us online at wwwskin-diver.com 
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Skin Diver magazine, 6420 wilshire boulevard, los angeles, ca 90048, fax (323)782-2121, e-mail:skindiver @ primediacmmg.com 














The ultimate exploratory a 


in a Stiff current ata 
remote site between 
Komodo and Sumbawa. 

















through the Komodos 








- “The very name Komodo Island conjures images of slithering 
" dragons and a place lost 1n time. Indeed, the allure of this 
diminutive speck in the Indonesian archipelago is such that 
“__ jet-set divers tend to head straight there on the overnight 







acruise trom Bal. It's a magical journey through a chain of 


ynic islandssknown as Nusa 
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Tenggara . Partly because af the elaa plexity andsheer size of 
~ this area, and partly because ee beacon. like effect - 
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A Zebra Crab finds sanctuary | | 
in the embrace of a Fire 
Urchin. 








We couldn’t afford to charter a boat all to ourselves, so we assembled a group of like- 
minded divers who would be only too willing to pioneer some new sites on a 10-day live- 
aboard adventure. Our trip left from the U.S., exactly one month to the day after the 
September 11 terrorist attacks. At the time, the public consciousness was understandably 
set against travel, and many of our friends thought we were crazy to go to Indonesia, 
where there have been clashes between Christians 
and Muslims on some islands. They may have 
changed their minds had they seen the boat 
we boarded. 

The Pelagian is quite simply one of the most lux- 
urious live-aboards in the world. Our guests’ eyes lit 
up when they were shown around the spacious cab- 
ins, sumptuous dining room and chilled-out lounge 
area. The approach to diving was similarly first- 
rate; the safety briefing immediately put us at ease. 

Next, we met Captain Tom and the renowned dive- 

master Larry Smith to review our itinerary. Larry 

was a particularly handy guy to have on board, as he 

has pioneered some of the best dives in Indonesia. Shark Fin Rock, near Komodo. 
His hearty Texan manner perfectly complemented 

his unbridled enthusiasm for diving. So, as Larry 

and Tom explained our likely itinerary and showed us the many unexplored areas, the looks 
on everyone’s faces said it all—bring it on! 

Loaded with anticipation after an overnight sail, we anchored next to a barren, wind- 
swept island called Banta. It’s one of Larry’s favorite places, and provides good conditions 
for check-out dives. During the day, we did drift dives over some remarkably healthy reefs, 
contrasting them with less frenetic muck dives in which we searched for macro critters. At 
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one particularly rewarding site, we came across enough subjects to make any self-respecting 
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macro nut drool with envy. Half-buried stargazers grimaced 
at us from the seabed, while Leaf Scorpionfish and 
Bobtailed Squid provided countless photo opportunities. 

One of the delights of diving an unexplored site is getting 
the opportunity to grab a bit of immortality by naming it. 
On this trip, Ken Howard was first up. The site in question 
was a big rock jutting out of the water in the perfect shape 
of a shark’s fin, so it had to be Shark Fin Rock. Rip-currents 
swirled around the rock, but we were able to find a protect- 
ed entry point near its base. 

On the dive itself, our movements were limited by the 
ferocious current, but the small area left to us was well 
worth checking out. Anthias and other colorful reef fish 
swarmed around tubastrea coral and encrusting sponges. 
Tucked away in a crevice, just 30 feet below the angry waves, 
were numerous large surgeonfish, sweetlips, snappers and 
some monstrous tuna. Punching through the middle of this 
fish soup were a couple of Whitetipped Reef Sharks, ensur- 
ing that this newly-christened site lived up to its name. 








We were also intrigued by an island on the charts, listed as 
Pulau Kelapa (or Coconut Island). We had visions of a green 
jewel with overhanging palm trees, set in a turquoise sea. 
The reality was more rugged: A wind-blasted rock which 
boasted a couple of apologetic-looking trees. As is so often 
the case, it was a different story underwater. The wall was a 
seething tapestry of color and life, while out in the blue, a 
Manta and Eagle Ray billowed by in the afternoon light. 
Our only problem was the current. Of course, it provided 
the nutrients that made this such a high-energy site, but two 
of our group got stuck in downcurrents and suffered nose- 
bleeds as they battled their way back to the surface. With the 
benefit of hindsight, Mary’s Mixmaster provided just a lit- 
tle too much excitement. In addition to the uncompromising 
currents, the water temperature had plunged to the low 
60°F, which seemed pretty strange, given that we were prac- 
tically on the equator. But then, Indonesia is a place where 
it pays to expect the unexpected. 

Looking for a less challenging prospect for the afternoon 


One of the stars of Manta Alley 
shows up for a curtain call. 











and night dives, we found a placid bay at the south eastern 
extremity of an island called Sumbawa. The island itself is 


rather dull, being noted only for its 
occasional horse-racing and traditional 
wrestling events. Underwater, our 
experience was equally uninspiring. 
The water was still cold and visibility 
had plummeted. We did, however, 
come across five different nudibranchs 
that no one had ever seen before, so the 
site was named Nudi Galore in the 
spirit of bygone James Bond actresses 
(“You expect me to talk?” “No, Mr 
Bond. We expect you to dive.”). 
However, the bay in question turned 
out to be less predictable than the aver- 
age Bond flick. Shortly after dinner, 
we enjoyed the feeding show put on by 
a Whale Shark that circled our boat 
repeatedly. And so, Whale Shark Bay 
won its moniker. 

There are only so many exploratory 
dives you can subject a group to with- 
out causing exploratory burnout, so we 
planned several days of tried-and-test- 
ed, world class dives around Komodo. 


The southernmost tip of Komodo has a site with mercifully 
warmer water and some kick-ass Manta action. For several 





a AM 
Testipg'the theory of cooking 


eggs in voleafiic heat yent. 


people in the group, it was their first Manta encounter, and 
they had the pleasure of marvelling at the angelic, graceful 


rays as they flew over the reef. 

What really makes this place special 
is the sheer number, and diversity, of 
marine life species. The seascape 1s 
defined by thriving hard corals (so 
often a rare sight these days), and 
immense clouds of anthias, which off- 
set the monochrome beauty of the 
dozen circling Manta Rays. After two 
jaw-dropping dives, we cruised over to 
the Komodo Island Park headquarters, 
where visiting divers are required to 
check in. It also gave us the opportuni- 
ty to do one of the weirdest night dives 
imaginable at a site called Plum Zany. 
There, we saw fields of day-glo orange 
and purple sea cucumbers, whose ten- 
tacles were spread to gather plankton. 
Amid this alien tussle were even more 
colorful animals, sea apples. Shaped 
like their namesake, they feed on 
plankton just like sea cucumbers, and 
look even stranger. It was a scene rem- 
iniscent of nothing else on this planet. 


Another classic site if you’re not on an exploratory is 
Horseshoe Strait, which offers a blindingly colorful vista. It 





Bubbles issue from the 
volcanic substrate. 








A gracetul 
Discordoris hohe- 
/ensis in flighty. 9. 


The motion of the sea— 
fusiliers zooming over a reef. 


starts with the Yellow Wall of Texas, which is composed of 
yellow soft corals and is home to some surprisingly large 
Pygmy Seahorses (they’re the size of a half-thumb, as 
opposed to a fingernail) and a soccer ball-sized frogfish 
perched regally on a large barrel sponge. 

By this stage, we were once again ready to plunge into the 
unknown. In a promising spot off southwest Flores, we 
cruised around and eventually found a great dive site, boast- 
ing colorful crinoids, soft corals and voluminous gorgonian 
fans from just below the surface to 100 feet and deeper. 
Several in our group were even lucky enough to see a rarely- 
encountered Bamboo Shark, so we took the opportunity to 
name the site Gary’s Bamboo Shark Point. 

Thereafter, the two dive tenders set off in different direc- 
tions and the diving took on a distinctively competitive edge. 
The videographer on Team Two trounced the photogra- 
phers’ efforts on Team One by bringing back evidence of a 


Man-eating Dragons! 

You can’t go all the way to Komodo and pass up the opportunity to see 
the dragons, so we made the journey into the island’s sun-blasted interi- 
or on a day trip. These lumbering, prehistoric throwbacks (actually over- 
sized monitor lizards) grow to more than 10 feet, and kill large mammals 
with the help of the lethal cocktail of viruses that live in their deeply 
unpleasant saliva. Once bitten, a victim gradually loses strength and dies 
over the course of a few days, while the patient predators await their 
feast. They have killed humans in the past, but it’s reasonably safe to view 
the dragons at close quarters with the assistance of the park’s guides. 
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Pelagian at anchor near the 
smoldering Sangiang Volcano. 
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classy wall dive that proffered Hammerhead Nudibranchs, 
Scarlet Lady Shrimp, a Green Sea Turtle, a Blue Spotted 
Stingray and more sea apples. It was christened Budley’s 
Playpen. The following dives gave us sea snakes, more 
stingrays and toxic sea urchins that played host to some 
enchanting little crabs. It was ludicrously easy to find reef 
octopi hunting out in the open, displaying their range of 
defense mechanisms (ink, camouflage, blocking their lairs 
with rocks and shells) when prompted by inquisitive divers. 

For our final dive, we chose an intriguing beach that sloped 
gently into the sea. Situated at the entrance to a small bay, it 
had all the makings of a great muck dive. It was a difficult 
environment, which threw up clouds of milky water whenev- 
er the silty substrate was disturbed. But for those prepared to 
contend with awkward conditions, there are often rewards. We 
saw some amazing blenny faces peering from colorful sponges, 
but the highlight of the dive was finding several brilliant 
turquoise Bobtail Squid. And so, we concluded our explo- 
rations by discovering and diving the region’s latest macro site, 
Silt City. 

In spite of the bad press and ominous warnings from the 
State Department about travel in Indonesia, we enjoyed a 
unique diving experience and met many people who made 
us feel truly welcome as Americans in a Muslim nation. 
Having the chance to explore the wild seas of Nusa 
Tenggara (seeing sites no other diver has seen), as well as 
leaving a personal legacy by naming the sites we visited, 
made this trip a diver’s exploratory dream come true. ** 
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All human endeavors are motivated by just a few primitive urges: eat, sleep, 


reproduce... and explore! 


Five divers, five scientists, a doctor and a filmmaker tap into those gut feelings and set 


sail in search of the Primal Ocean. 


“Ugh, we should have sold this as a crash-diet cruise.” 

“Just take a pill and stop groaning,” said Rob, he-of-the- 
iron-stomach. 

For the seasick, fine sailors are as painful to endure as 
reformed smokers and as self-righteous as early-risers. As Rob 
bounded gleefully to the dawn-kissed deck for his rostered 
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whale watch, I wondered about the other suffering fools on 
board NAI’A. Wedged into bed with extra pillows, curled 
against the glare of an unread copy of Moby Dick or The 
Perfect Storm, squinting through the port-holed sunbeams at 
their clocks—only 22 days of this misery to go. I knew exact- 
ly what they were thinking, because I was thinking the same 




















Life: dense, pristine and in swirling profu- 
sion, awaited discovery around every corner 
during the NAI‘A’S 23 days’ voyage of dis- 
covery through the South Pacific’s extremely 
isolated Phoenix Islands. 


thing: “It’s all Cat’s fault, she made me 
do this.” 

It’s true, ?m afraid. You see, my 
boyfriend—that’s Rob—has this big 
sailing boat, sorry, ship, NA/’A. And 
while he and his family partners dili- 
gently attempt to pay relentless bills by 
hosting scuba diving expeditions in our 
delightful home country of Fiji, I feel 
compelled to lure them off the busi- 
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_Text and Photography by Cat Hottoway _ 








ness course for cool new places. It’s not like they are too hard 
to convince, though. It’s that urge to explore. It rumbles and 
roars: “Let’s do it. It sounds so wild!” 

Well, it is wild. It’s the same impulse that makes us strap a 
bomb to our back, breathe through a rubber hose and pretend 
that we (and our outrageously expensive cameras) are great 


mates with deadly 
sea snakes. It makes 
us reach out of a 
cage waving and 
smiling preposter- 
ously at a massive 
shark passing inches 
away en route to festering bovine bait. It makes us dive deep- 
er than we planned. Stay longer than we ought. 

Look, I’m not justifying it. ’'m not saying it’s right. But, 
c’mon, we’ve all done it. Risk. Possibility. It’s intuitive, not 
intellectual. We take risks because of the remote possibility of 
synergy with the awesome, the beautiful and the mysterious. 

Some risks are calculated—to the tune of many thousands 
of dollars, in fact. Which is what we’d asked these retching 
divers to pay for the privilege of joining this expedition and 
sponsoring a bunch of geeky Latin-speaking biologists. Our 
concept was humble: 

Team up eco-divers with adventurous scientists. 

Explore a place that no one has ever been before. 

Gather fascinating facts and heady experiences to enlight- 
en and inspire. 

Save the world. 

““..more than an ocean, the Pacific is like a universe, and a 
chart of it looks lke a portrait of the night sky...an immensity 
of emptiness, dotted with misshapen islands that twinkle lke 
stars.’ —Paul Theroux 

The sole desire linking everyone aboard NAI’A during that 
costly, stormy, five-day crossing was: Just get us there; 
Phoenix Islands or bust. 

It all started when Kandy Kendall, an adventurous friend 
and video producer, admitted that she yearned for some 
remote diving, but every location seemed explored already. 

“Jacques Cousteau, Stan Waterman, Hans Hass—they 
pioneered all the great destinations. What is left for our gen- 
eration to claim? Where can we go?” 

Rob and I turned to each other and smiled. He whipped 
out the Central Pacific Ocean chart, circling a small cluster of 
dots in the middle of nowhere called the Phoenix Group. One 
of the eight islands, Nikumaroro, was an atoll we had visited 
with NAIJ’A twice previously as part of The International 
Group for Historic Aircraft Recovery (TIGHAR) quest for 
the remains of the world’s most famously disappeared avia- 
tor, Amelia Earhart. ‘TIGHAR believes Earhart kestrel 
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landed on Nikumaroro and perished there. An early 
TIGHAR expedition to Nikumaroro had included some 
underwater searches and, despite a sport diving prohibition 
on later TIGHAR journeys there, Rob and I had sneaked a 
couple of sensational hours underwater while setting moor- 
ings. We did not find Amelia, but we vowed one day to return 


The really stimulating and hectic years on 
Aba-Riringa are those during which more than 
two sailing boats pull into the lagoon to rest. 


to explore the other islands for great diving. Kandy was now 
vowing to join us and sponsor an expedition. 

We searched and discovered that other than those few 
TIGHAR divers in 1989, no one had dived Nikumaroro and 
the only other diving in the Phoenix group had been done at 
Aba-Riringa in the early *70s by some Waikiki Aquarium 
biologists. In Phoenix, we had ourselves one of Herman 
Melville’s “milky-ways of coral isles, low-lying, endless, 
unknown Archipelagoes” almost entirely uninhabited and 
with the promise of untold underwater treasures. 

The Phoenix Islands lie more than 1,000 nautical miles 
northeast of Fiji and within the long stretch of equatorial 
Pacific Ocean ey. claimed ses the oleae he of Kiribati 
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(pronounced “kitty-bus”). Although Kiribati earns signifi- 
cant income from selling international fishing licenses and 
such a remote location could hardly be considered safe from 
illegal fishing, one thing gave Phoenix enormous possibility: 
a lack of human settlement. Tropical atolls look idyllic from 
a distance and romantic in our collective consciousness. But 
in fact, they are harsh hostile places, bleak and forbidding 
beyond the fringing palm trees, without life-sustaining fresh 
water and ceaselessly exposed to the wrathful intensity of the 
open ocean. Guano 
miners and copra har- 
vesters left their mark 
on the islands briefly 
in the early 1800s. 
Settlers from the over- 
crowded Gilbert and 
Ellice Islands attempt- 
ed a new life on three 
of the Phoenix Islands 
in 1938, but the British 
colonial scheme was all 
but abandoned early in 
the ’40s. The final few 
desperate and deter- 
mined villagers were evacuated in 1963. Only Aba-Rirmga 
has any inhabitants now—less than 40 people from eight 
families assigned to the desolate strip of scrub-covered coral 
in a care-taking role for the Kiribati government. The really 
stimulating and hectic years on Aba-Riringa are those during — 
which more than two sailing boats pull into the lagoon to rest. 

Nowadays, there is terrifying evidence everywhere that coral 
reefs (as we know them, at least) are dying. Marine life is dis- 
appearing faster than we can even identify, let alone understand 
it. For us, Kandy and the other sponsors who signed on for this 
expedition, just going diving wasn’t enough. We all wanted to 
learn as much as we could and make the journey as meaningful 
as possible to the rest of the world. We called the expedition 
Phoenix Rising, reflecting on the eternal cycle of death and 
rebirth symbolized by the mythical Egyptian bird, the Phoenix, 
who rises again from its own ashes just as coral builds and 
blooms on the skeletons of old reefs—for all eternity, we hope. 

We dreamed that in Phoenix we would find a pristine place 
free from the disease, pollution and abuse cloaking our seas in 
doom. And we shared a grander ideal: We might actually find 
a wilderness worth saving. We needed grass-roots science to 
ascertain Phoenix’s importance, then strategy to encourage 
preservation. For this, we turned to another friend, 
Dr Gregory Stone, the Director of Conservation at the 
New England Aquarium. Greg and his wife, Austen 
Yoshinaga, are ardent field biologists and were immediately 
inspired to make the Phoenix Rising Expedition the first 
in the New England Aquarium’s Primal Ocean 
Project: A quest to identify, document and 
protect the planet’s final unblemished 
underwater frontiers. 

According to Greg, “There are just 
a few isolated places left on this planet 
where we have any hope of seeing ocean 
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environments in pre-historic rawness, free of the destruction 
of development and over-fishing.” 

There is a rapture on the lonely shore, 

There 1s society, where none intrudes, 

By the deep sea, and music in its roar 

—Byron 

That old seafaring cliché about getting your sea legs in 
three days turned out to be entirely accurate. Voyagers 
emerged miraculously from their cabins in cheerful anticipa- 
tion of an arrival, to gaze at the horizon on whale watch, 
ready dive gear and cameras and gather for research brief- 
ings. Debate even became heated. It wasn’t just that the 
expedition ichthyologist, New England Aquarium Curator 
of Fishes and Reptile, Dr. Steven Bailey, wanted to collect 
fish specimens. He was also keen to do it down deep, forcing 
a long decompression and luring an unpredictable audience 
of sharks. I volunteered to help, but the expedition’s physi- 
cian, a diving and emergency medicine specialist, Dr. Craig 
Cook, reminded us to temper zeal with sagacity. 

“We are three days from even the most basic medical 
facility; five days from Fiji’s decompression chamber. 
Whatever happens, 
we have to fix it on 
board. Is this really 
worth the risk?” 

“Like going to the 
moon and not bring- 
ing back moon rocks!” 
countered Steve. 

So, Craig assisted 
us in the dive planning 
and equipment prepa- 
ration. Rob hovered 
over, videoing us and 
counting the dozens 
of sharks patrolling 
behind our catch bags, 
and NAI’A divemas- 
ters stood by with 
extra nitrox tanks for 
shallow-water changeovers. We passed our decompression time 
examining and collecting in the shallow reef gullies. Hours 
later, we returned with several fish species not previously iden- 
tified in the region and a couple of species that possibly had 
never been described at all. 

In fact, the scientists recorded many such exciting finds. As 
well as identifying some previously unrecognized sea bird and 
turtle nesting sites, Austen collected 69 species of algae, 
including one that had only been reported in the South 
Pacific once before. The team’s coral biologist and 

rapid site assessment expert, Dr David Obura, from 
East Africa’s CORDIO program, completed the 
group’s first-ever coral abundance and diversity sur- 
veys and found unparalleled coral health. 

Photographer Mary Jane Adams captured the world’s 

first image of a rare blenny, Cirripectis yenningst, alive in 


During the voyage the team 
», discovered numerous 
arine species previously 
“undescribed to science. 
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| This 6-foot juvenile Saltwater 
; Crocodile exacted a relatively 

small modeling fee—teeth marks 
onthe lens hood. 










Text and Photography by Scott Tuason 
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Photographing the Fearsome Saltwater Croc 
















































To give a bit of background on pearl 
farms, they are situated in some of the 
most remote and pristine aquatic envi- 
ronments in the Philippines. Pearl 
divers I talked to told stories of 
encountering Dugongs, hammerhead 
sharks, Manta Rays and Whale 
Sharks—animals rarely seen today in 
the waters around the Philippines. But 
due to the protective efforts of pearl 
farmers, their farms have become a 
magnet for marine life. 

Getting to these farms isn’t easy and 
they are not open to the public. I went 
to a remote farm in the southern 
Philippines to shoot general pearl 
farming activities. Some of the workers 
mentioned the unique marine animals 
found there. They mentioned 
Horseshoe Crabs, which I had 
never seen before in_ the 
Philippines waters, and some 
rare Nudibranchs. I then asked 
about some of the bigger stuff 
found around the farm, and they 
said that sometimes at night they 
see “Buwaya,” which is “croco- 
dile” in the local dialect. I asked 
how big and they said anywhere 
from 3 to more than 15 feet. 

The rational part of my brain 
said, “No way am I going to 
snorkel around in_ brackish, 
murky water at night to photo- 
graph crocodiles. Chances are 
they will see me long before I see 
them, and that could make it my 


last snorkeling trip, ever!” 

Nevertheless, my photographic 
ambitions silenced all thoughts of self 
preservation. I was scheduled to be at 
the farm for seven days, and decided 
that everyday after a day of shooting, I 
would try cruising the mangrove areas 
in a dingy. I took three cameras with 
me—a Nikonos RS with a 13 mm lens 
and strobe; a Nikon F4 in a housing 
with a 16 mm fisheye; and a Nikon F90 
in a housing with a 20 mm lens and 
over/under attachment. I wanted all 
the bases covered in case I got that one 
chance in a lifetime to swim with a 
Saltwater Crocodile. 

Not much is known about swimming, 
diving or snorkeling with salties, as 
many of the people who have, unfortu- 
nately aren’t around to give advice. After 
some research on the Internet all I could 
gather was that when a saltie is sighted 
in the water, one is supposed to get out, 
immediately! Well, I did not have the lux- 
ury of having a remote camera to shoot 
with from the safety of the boat. I didn’t 
even have someone willing to get in the 
water with me; I figured if I had some- 
one else in the water, at least my chances 
of being attacked would drop by 50 per- 
cent. So, armed only with my camera 
and an inept knowledge of salties, I set 
off to find the elusive predator. 

I don’t know if it was luck or there 
are simply a lot of crocodiles in that 
part of the Philippines, but on the 
third day, I ran into a 6-foot juvenile 
(thank God, it wasn’t a mature 
15-foot adult). As I slipped into 


From any angle, uC the shallow water with my 
Saltwater Crocodile wae §=6snorkel and camera, much to my 
intimidating predator. amazement, the crocodile’s first 
instinct was flight. It took off for 
deeper water in a quick burst of 
speed, and I almost lost sight of 
it. I chased after it, which is 
something I always try to avoid 
doing when _ photographing 
marine life, but a chance like this 
called for a change in tactics. I 
soon caught up as it lay on the 
bottom, looking like it had spent 
most of its energy and was ready 
to pose for the camera. 

Up until this point, except for 
the initial adrenaline rush, I was 
feeling surprisingly comfortable 
being in the water with the croc. 
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But then, the croc suddenly lunged 
and snapped its jaws at me, just 
inches from my camera lens. This is 
when my brain screamed, “What the 
hell am I doing chasing a Saltwater 
Crocodile with razor sharp teeth, 
hundreds of miles away from the 
nearest hospital?!” Just one bite 
would require a massive amount of 
stitches, at best. And, that’s assum- 
ing I could even get the animal to 
pry its jaws off my arm. 

I backed off to put some distance 
between the croc and I. At times it 
would go straight for me with its 
mouth closed, and I would dodge it 
like an incoming missile. (I now 
know how fast I can snorkel back- 
wards, and I am sure it will again 
come in handy one day.) Other 


SCIENTIFIC NAME: Crocodylus porosus 
DISTRIBUTION: Southeast Asia and 
Northern Australia 
HABITAT: Brackish water around coastal 
areas and rivers, but sometimes seen in 
the open ocean. 
SIZE: Maximum of 21 feet in length. 
REPRODUCTION: Females lay about 40 to 
60 eggs. If eggs are incubated at 88.9°F, 
juveniles will hatch male; hotter or cold- 
er they will become females. 

Saltwater Crocodiles are considered 
endangered in the Philippines and other 
parts of Southeast Asia. 


times, the croc would sink to the 
bottom and play dead, until I got my 
lens inches from its nose. Again, it 
would take off for the surface where 
it would stay for a few minutes 
before continuing on. 

I was able to finish all three rolls 
of film without incident, except for 
a few teeth marks on the lens hood. 
I was fully satisfied that I had gotten 
more shots than I had ever imagined 
I would. Before the encounter, I told 
myself that I would be happy with 
one shot; to come out of it with 
three rolls was an incredible bonus. 
And since then I haven’t bothered 
going back. Having spent a good 
part of an hour with the croc was 
enough to last me a few years...if not 
a lifetime. 


Bod  Phoe 


AUSTRALIA 


PHOENIX ISLANDS 
GETTING THERE 

Air New Zealand, Air Pacific or Continental 
Vacations into Fiji, then three days boat 
ride north. 

BEST TIME TO VISIT 

April through November. 

TOPSIDE CLIMATE 

Hot, tropical, equatorial humidity, open 
ocean winds. 

WATER TEMPERATURE 

85 to 88°F 

EXCHANGE RATE 

1.00 (USD) = 1.95426 AUD (Australian 
dollar). No commerce, no shopping, no 
banks, no U.S. dollars. Customs fee must 
be paid in Australian dollars. 

TIME DIFFERENCE 


Eastern Standard Time +16 hours. 


Skin Diver 


{ Bali (Komotios) 
nix Islands 
Philippines 





LIVE-ABOARD 

No dive operators on location. The only 
dive operation to have visited is NAIA. 
NAIA has scheduled a return voyage to 
the islands in June/July 2002. 

NAIA (800) 903-0272 www.naia.com.fj 


KOMODO ISLANDS 
GETTING THERE 

Singapore Airlines to Singapore, with a 
flight to Bali. 

BEST TIME TO VISIT 

Dry season is May to October. 
TOPSIDE CLIMATE 

Near the equator—tropical, hot and 
humid, 85°F. 

WATER TEMPERATURE 
Can range from 75°F in the South 
(Komodo), to 82°F in the North. 





teas 


TIME DIFFERENCE 
Eastern Standard Time +13 hours. 
LIVE-ABOARDS 

Pelagian (800) 962-0395 

e-mail: diveasia@ divers.com 


Peter Hughes Komodo Dancer (800) 9- 
Dancer www.peterhughes.com 


Oceanic Explorer (877) 348-3475 
www.islandcruiseadventure.com 


Sea Safari Ill www.kararu.com 


PHILIPPINES 
GETTING THERE 

Many major air carriers fly into Manila 
from hubs in the U.S. and Asia. 
CONTACTS 

Visit the Government of the Philippines 
official website, www.tourism.gov.ph. 
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Jean-Michel Cousteau 


a) ISLANDS 


RESORT 


JOIN THE 
ADVENTURE! 


Jean-Michel Cousteau and his 

team invite you to explore 
the magic of Fiji aboard the 
dive boat L Aventure, pro- 
viding unparalleled access 

to some of the worlds 

most spectacular land 

and seascapes. From 

tight canyons and plunging walls to colorful ef and the 

denizens of Shark Alley, Fiji's waters have it all. ) 


For reservations: 800-246-3454 USA and Canada - 
North America Reservation Center (415) 788-5794 * Fax (415) 788-0150. 
e-mail : info@fijiresort.com + http///www.fijiresort.com 


Our reservations staff of Bonaire travel professionals take the hassle 

out of finding the lowest rates and best options. E-mail or call us at 

800-748-8733 and we'll arm you with our list of best 

airfares, dive package deals, planning tips and lodging 

| reviews that will make planning your Bonaire trip a 

breeze. You can even book your trip online at 
www.BonairePros.com 


info@bonairepros.com 
www.bonairepros.com 
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: and ond video and pictures. Between dives 
| we swap discoveries, enter information from 
our slates into the databases and pour over 
| books attempting to identify our finds. We're 
| only scratching the surface. | 


_ sands of colorful giant clams. As we | 
| snorkeled into the shallows, sharks started — 
darting towards us—mainly Blacktips, three — 
- or four at a time. But, as we lifted our heads ~ 
- and looked inshore, we saw the most aston- 
| ishing gathering of a hundred or more small (im 
reef sharks ee in a a couple of feet : 








moment is busy—underwater we - 
Hie Samples, record data, count species — 


Inside the lagoon we found a field of thou- 


the wild. The National Geographic 
Society’s deep-sea baited camera rig, on 
loan to us from Emory Kristof, filmed 
the region’s first Six-gill and Pacific 
Sleeper Sharks living at 3,000 feet. Our 
single deep tow-net collection to 3,300 
feet revealed strange new creatures. We 
even found sunken ship wreckage, 
including what appeared to be harpoons 
from whaling vessels in the early 1800s. 
During the 13 diving days in Phoenix, 
we completed 50 research dives for 
biological surveys among _ seven 
islands—Nikumaroro, McKean, 
Sydney, Aba-Riringa, Enderbury, Hull 
and Phoenix. It was often the most 
demanding diving we had ever done, 
and by far the most exhilarating. 

“There is absolutely no way we could 
have fulfilled these scientific ambitions 
without the help of the divers,” said 
Greg. “Not just for their generous 
funding, diving skill and extra effort 
underwater, but for the amazing 
amount of marine life knowledge and 
intelligent observation they brought to 
the party. This was a tremendously suc- 
cessful collaboration, educational for 
the scientists, too.” 

Each diver had a specific job and with 
it a deep sense of purpose. Re- 
presenting one of the expedition’s 
sponsors, the World Wide Fund for 
Nature (WWF), marine biologist 
Sangeeta Mangubhai braved the 






















pounding surf to get ashore on several 
islands and hike the perimeters, count- 


ing turtle nests. While Mary Jane : Meeting the Challenges 
Adams kept a meticulous list of small of Today's Dem Ley ale| 


reef fish and built an equally impressive 

library of matching photos, Bruce 

Thayer used his video skills to complete 

the invaluable documentation of reef 

transects at every site. Craig Cook tried 

valiantly to estimate numbers in the 

massive hordes of herbivores grazing 

the reefs. Sometimes the schools were 

so tight and thick, moving so quickly ee Wie ge es, ay 
and frantically they looked more like complete cours SPECIALIZING IN 
carpets unfurling and flying over the 2 TEACHING THE 
slopes and between the bommies. Rob SAFEST COURSES 
captured all this underwater action on AVAILABLE. 
digital video and drew the dive site e Instruction for over 30 years 
maps. Australian cameraman and sound e Facilities | d worldwid 
technician Alex Morrison pitched and Instruc strupts 
tossed about topside, filming shipboard 

and shore activities and interviewing Fawn wirn Cali eects tape ” 
the characters. Everyone believed they | | PO. BOX 3633 
had the best job. But, in truth, I did. | Scranton, PA 18505 USA 
My role was to swim as far as I could to Phone : (570) 342-1480 
count and identify the big blue-water Fax : (570) 342-1276 
E-mail: INFO@PDIC-INTL.COM 
Web: WWW.PDIC-INTL.COM 
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Cat Holloway — -Predator 
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ANSE RIYSTANET RESORT_- SCURSS ST. LUCIA* 
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~~" One of the Caribbean's most unique hideaways 
and St. Lucia’s only resort located in the 
heart of the marine reserves. Enjoy the ie 
romance of ANSE CHASTANET and dive with na pee Re 
our PADI/SSI/NAUI facility SCUBA ST. LUCIA, i 
§t. Lucia’s premier scuba operation. 


_ 


RANQUILITY.. ROMANCE “ADVENTURE 


$8.8 -GO-LU CLA, (465 8242) 
P.O.Box 7000;* Soufriere, Sti Lucia, West Indies 
Tel: (758) 459-7000 *Fax:(758)"459-7700 
Call us for our color brochure, contact your favorite, travel agent or go to 
http://www.ansechastanet.com 


* ANSECHASTANET RESORT +SCUBA ST. LUCIA . 


‘ \vinnt 
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unlimited diving. 110 ft wall right 
from the beach! Call our toll-free number and 
we ll answer all your questions and send you 


a beautiful brochure. A family operation. 


Travel arrangements 


1-800-282-8932 


Email: ccv@roatan.com www.roatan.com/cocoview.htm 


Roatan, Honduras Bay Islands 
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SHIP'S LOG 

Dr David Obura—Rapid 
Site Assessment & Coral 
Biology 


predatory fish such as snapper, tuna, 
trevally, rays and sharks. 

So what of all that risk? Sound like 
too much fun to be dangerous? Hardly 
a breathtaking rush of fear akin to sky- 
diving! But, as 23 days of delicious con- 
tinuous-release stimulant, it was just as 
intense. Sure, there were plenty of 
those, “Oh no, what have I done?” 
moments. Mighty currents ripped us to 
windward. Threatening sharks warned 
us out of the water. A cornered sur- 
geonfish delivered a nasty thigh lacera- 
tion. Small concerns were exaggerated 
enormously by the sheer distance we 
traveled away from civilization and 
from, well, anything at all. 

But better, this experience was a gift 
of enduring thrillsh—Memory flashes a 
year later as we recount our favorite wild 
encounters or review our images; a stir- 
ring sense of achievement with tangible 
rewards of public and private knowl- 
edge. This is the rare kind of thrill you 
can share with others, be they scientists, 
sport divers, old friends or new neigh- 
bors. Because, everyone—old or young, 
rich or poor, divers or mountain 
climbers—knows the urge to explore. 

David Obura presented preliminary 
results of the Phoemx Rising Expedition 
at the 2000 Coral Reef Symposium in 
Bah. Greg Stone and Austen Yoshinaga 
(NEAq), David Obura (CORDIO), 
Sangeeta Mangubhai (WWF) and Rob 
Barrel and Cat Holloway (NAVA) pre- 
sented a full report of the htological sur- 
veys and a conservation management plan 
to the government of the Republic of 
Kiribati in April 2001. Several topic- 
specific scientific papers are awaiting pub- 
lication. And a video/ TV program about 
the voyage 1s in production. NAT A 1s cur- 
rently planning a return journey sometime 
this year. "= 
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www.worldwildlife.org/act 


Get your free World Wildlife Fund Action Kit and help leave our children 





Aqua Cat at anchor in the Exuma Cays 


Landa and Sea Park, Bah amas 
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The concept was simple, if not a little bit strange. 
I'd follow a dive club for a week and reveal all 


their secrets in the pages of this magazine. I'd 


<n Bg orate rarer 
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z. 


get to know the people, learn their idiosyncrasies 


and, hopefully, some Jerry Springer-like dirt, then 


tell the diving world all about it. 


BY FRED D. GARTH 


Our rendezvous point was Little 
Cayman, so I warmed up to the article 
idea quickly. In addition to eye-popping 
wall diving, it’s a laid-back little island 
with less than 200 residents, one cop, 
one bank that opens one day a week 


(now that’s banker’s hours), a dozen 
rental cars and two churches and five or 
six small dive resorts. Our home base 
was the Little Cayman Beach Resort, an 
all-inclusive watersports haven within 
minutes of the famed Bloody Bay Wall. 
So far, so good. 

The dive club that agreed to be scru- 
tinized was a group of 12 from the ice 
fields of Minnesota who called them- 
selves the Gadbois Guppies, after Jack 
and Deb Gadbois who run the trips. 
Certainly the tropical latitudes and laid- 
back attitudes of Little Cayman would 
thaw this crowd out and the funky 
action would pulse. I was counting on it. 

So, as the Island Air twin-engine air- 
plane touched down on Little Cayman’s 
grass runway, I wondered what they’d 


late-night WWF-ers who dressed like 
purple Vikings, howled like Timber- 
wolves and danced on tables. Having 
experienced this kind of activity at dive 
resorts before, I was prepared. My Save- 
A-Dive kit included a large supply of 
Advil, Visine and Tums. 

The Guppies had arrived a couple of 
days before me—all the more reason to 
believe they’d be lubed up. I headed for 
the pool-side bar in search of Gupsters. 
In one corner I spotted a yellow bikini 
napping and holding her man’s hand. 


Near the bar, sitting under a big 


vebrella, | saw six middle-aged folks. 


They were as still as statues, staring 
head lLony into 400-paye novels. Could 
these be my wild and crazy Gups? 
The city library was rowdier than 
this bunch. But with no one else in 
sight, | moved in tentatively. 





Little Cayman idyll—a far cry from the 
frozen world of Minnesota in winter: 


ting under a big umbrella, I saw six mid- 
dle-aged folks. They were as still as stat- 
ues, staring head long into 400-page 
novels. Could these be my wild and 
crazy Gups? The city library was rowdi- 
er than this bunch. But with no one else 
in sight, I moved in tentatively. 

“Excuse me,” I said sheepishly, not 
wanting to shatter their dome of silence. 
“I’m looking for Jack and Deb. The, uh, 
Guppies.” 

“Hi, ’m Deb,” a perky woman said, 
carefully putting down her copy of 





The Guppies. 


-L 






Wisc satel, 


- 


Lg: 





TCE V. 
| oe ' . * < 


fem 















= 


y 















really be like. Probably crazy wrestling 
fans, right? With a governor like Jesse 
Ventura they had to be nuts—a bunch of 


Nah, they didn’t fit the profile. Two 
young girls splashed at the edge of the 
pool. Not them either. Near the bar, sit- 


Heaven and Earth by Nora Roberts. 
“Uh, hi. ?m Fred Garth. The writer.” 
“Oh hi. Glad to meet you. Jack’s in 


FRED GARTH 
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town, but he’ll be back soon.” 

“Okay,” I said. 

“Fred, this is Reg and Joan McNutt.” 

“ry.” 

“And this is Bob and Denise Hoke.” 

“Pleased to meet you,” I said, won- 
dering where their Viking horns were. 

“And this is Mary Francis. We just call 
her ME.” 

“MF?” I asked with surprise as she 
giggled. 

That one hit me from left field. Maybe 
there was some spark in this engine. 


“Like I said,” Deb continued, “Jack’s 
in town. He and John are meeting with 
the Constable.” 

“The Constable?” I asked. 

“Oh yeah, well, John had some 30-30 
bullets in his dive bag and security at the 
Grand Cayman airport confiscated it.” 

“Bullets?” I stammered. Did these 
characters have some bite in ’em? 

“Yeah. But only 12. They were for his 
high-powered deer rifle. See, he also 
uses his dive bag for his deer hunting 
gear and I guess he just forgot to take the 


bullets out.” 

“Oh,” I said, “and what’s the 
Constable’s position?” 

“We're not sure,” Deb said casually. 
“They've already searched his hotel 
room and didn’t find any weapons so it 
should all work out.” 

I was glad to hear that none of the 
Guppies were packing fire power. 
Airport security doesn’t like that kind of 
thing these days. For a moment, I felt 
like I was slipping into the movie Fargo. 
I’m not sure if it was that Minnesota 
accent or the ammo story, but I kept my 
guard up. 

Just then, Jack and Bullet John showed 
up. They’d hit him with a fine of $312 
and, of course, kept the ammunition. 

“It was an expensive lesson, I guess,” 
BJ admitted. “I guess I need to buy 
another dive bag to keep my stuff sepa- 
rated.” 

Jack, the group leader and owner of 
Underwater Schools of America in 
Long Lake, MN, since 1972, just 
smiled. Cha-ching! 

This initial meeting started out with 
the speed of a drugged snail, but had 
suddenly jolted into fast forward. And 
the quirky plot line had just begun. I 
soon found out that the Guppies could 
handle themselves in the big fishbowl. 

They came from their cold world to 
Little Cayman for camaraderie, a laid- 
back lifestyle and above all, the world- 
class diving. Although the Minnesota- 
ites were first-timers to this island, they 
took to the reefs like it was ice fishing. 
Plus they’d done most of the major 
Caribbean hot spots already: Belize, 
Cozumel, Honduran Bay Islands, etc. 
During the next few days we dove into 
seductive sites like Mixing Bowl, where 
the wall begins as shallow as 15 feet and 
plunges into sea-monster depths. Jack 

























Warranted for 3 years, 
our rugged, attractive, 
easy-to-use, affordable 
video housings come 
complete with a quality 
underwater color-correc- 
tion filter anda high reso- 
lution wide-angle lens — 
the perfect combination for 
spectacular, professional-looking 
videos. Call us today or visit our 
website for more information. 








Building Video Housings to accommodate all camera makes 
including: Canon*, Hitachi®, JVC*®, Panasonic®, Samsung®, Sharp", Sony® 
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our demonstration video. 
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detailed picture of what's on the bottom. The prin 
ture of the bottom. SSS-100K side scan lets you search large areas quickly, the SSS-600K finds 
even the small soft targets, and the SSS-100/600K combines the best features of both systems. 

Each of these side scan sonars produce a 17” wide high resolution printout.” 
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buzzed around with his camera shoot- 
ing everyone and everything back- 
dropped in red-rope sponges, giant bar- 
rel sponges, tube sponges, corals, tar- 
pon, sharks, rays and turtles. Dottie, our 
intrepid dive guide with her Billy Idol 
hairdo and a neon tie-died dive suit, 
hunted down the little stuff—Lettuce- 
leaf Sea Slugs, Christmas Tree Worms, 
pipefish, the works—and showed ’em 
off through her trusty magnifying glass. 
She was good with that glass but, trust 
me, you haven’t lived until you’ve seen 
Dottie face down on the deck of the 
dive boat, doing her impression of a 
Lettuce-leaf Sea Slug. She’s got the act 
down pat; it was art in motion. 

So there we were, pumping out three 
dives a day, knocking back three hardy 
meals with dessert, and spending down 
time in the hot tub, on the beach or at 
the bar. It was like, “Minnesota? What’s 
a Minnesota?” The Guppies were in 
their groove. Still, the belly dancing on 
the bar or toga outfits weren’t happen- 
ing. Then after dinner one evening, 
someone pulled out a deck of cards. I 
wondered if that was their dirty secret. 
High-stakes poker and_ rock-gut 
whiskey. Bullet John, Karen, Deb, MF 
and Sue Phillips approached me with 






























GETTING THERE: Cayman Airways flies daily from Miami and Houston to Grand Cayman; Island Air 
daily from Grand Cayman to her sister islands of Cayman Brac and Little Cayman. Cayman Airways (800) 422- | 
9626 www.caymanairways.com * Island Air (345) 949-5252 www.islandaircayman.com. FACTS & TIPS: 
Best Time To Visit: Year-round. Topside Climate: May to August: 80°F average; September 
to April: mid 70s°f. Water Temperature: 78 to 82°F. Exchange Rate: | (I Dollar = 1.25 
US Dollar. USD accepted. Time Difference: EST minus one hour. LIVE-ABOARDS: Cayman 
Aggressor IV (800) 348-2628 www.aggressor.com 
Little Cayman oo” yd RESORTS & RESOURCES: Paradise Villas (800) 877- 
: 3-CAYMAN www.paradisevillas.com ° Reef Divers (at Little Cayman Beach 
Cayman Brac Resort) (800) 327-3835 www.littlecayman.com * Southern Cross Club (800) 
899-2582 www.southerncrossclub.com * Cayman Islands Department of Tourism 
(Grand Cayman, Cayman Brac & Little Cayman) (800) 346-3313 www.caymanis- 
lands.ky * Sister Island Tourism Association (Cayman Brac & Little Cayman) www.sister- 
islands.com ° Lonely Planet Guide to Cayman Islands www.lonelyplanet.com * Skin Diver 
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Grand Cayman 


Who Has the Best Dive 
Accident Program? 





Although most dive accidents aren't serious, even minor 
injuries can be expensive. Many health insurance policies 
don't cover diver-related injuries, especially recompression 
chamber treatments, leaving you with a huge expense if 
your insurance isn't diving-specific. 









Newly enhanced benefits to the gold 
and platinum levels make this insurance ~ 
second to none in the dive industry. 









[Y’ deductible (except on medical nondive accident cover 
‘LY mileage minimum (except on medical nondive 










1: ‘> (2 we accept divers from any agency 
~” [¥ all ages 
a _[& worldwide protection 
a [4 Assist America benefits available on 
all programs 
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We include: © FOOD © BEVERAGES (SODA, BEER, WINE & RUM DRINKS) 

e ACCOMMODATIONS © TANKS © WEIGHT BELTS © 3 DIVES A DAY 

e ISLAND EXPLORATION e FISHING © SAILING ¢ SHELL COLLECTING 
e OUT ISLAND NIGHTLIFE ¢ LOBSTER HUNTS ¢ VIRGIN DIVING 
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shifty eyes. 

““What’re we gonna play?” I asked. 

“It’s called, Screw Your Neighbor,” 
Sue said. 

And so it was. Unfortunately, no 
money was exchanged because after a 
heated match, I won. The next night 
my beginner’s luck crashed and burned. 
I figured I’d been set up and soon all my 
dive gear would be distributed among 
the club members. But no, MF walked 
away with the prize, which was just 
bragging rights. Were these folks really 
that kind and gentle? 

Before I knew it I was feeling more 
Guppy-like all the time. A few of us 
skipped an afternoon dive for an island 
excursion with Sommer, the resort’s 
bubbly blond tour guide. Surprisingly, 
there’s more to see on Little Cayman 
besides creamy beaches and soothing 
shades of blue. Sommer kicked off the 
tour hand-feeding old bananas to a cou- 
ple of gnarly iguanas. That was defi- 
nitely cool. Then we hiked deep into 
the woods to see the Pirate’s Well—a 
natural sink hole, where the Pirate’s are 
said to have dipped their fresh water. 
More intriguing to me was the perma- 
nent rope that led underwater into the 
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freshwater cave. Apparently, some cave 
divers have entered the well and found 
an exit to the sea. We took Sommer’s 
word for it. On the way through the 
woods, she answered our endless 
“What’s this?” and “What’s that” 
grilling. “Oh, that’s a gumbo limbo 
tree” or “that’s a silver palm” or “those 
are fire ants biting your feet.” That kind 
of thing. To test her ebullient spirit, I 
waited for a dull moment and asked my 
favorite stupid tourist question. 

“So, Sommer, how far is the water 
from the beach?” 

She blinked a couple of times, shook 
her head and did the intelligent thing— 
ignored me. The tour continued with 
the National Trust Building and a view 
of the red-footed booby sanctuary, as 
well as some stuffed island wildlife in 
glass display boxes. A short walk away is 
the Island History Museum, but it was 
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closed that day, so we toured the old 
graveyard and ran into THE policeman 
in THE police car. 

As the week wound down our diving 
cup ranneth over. We’d seen sharks, 
rays, turtles, tons of little critters, 
Dottie’s rendition of a neon sea slug and 
the radical reef formations of Bloody 


Bay Wall. Sure, this group was more 

Garrison Keillor than Jesse Ventura, but E = f= & E aS ter n A Oe | dem Y 

hey, Keillor’s more my type anyway. "7 

Careful in both safety and conserva- Soi of Scuba Educa tI On 

tion, the Guppies had won my respect, E 2 r 

even without doing the toga tango. Dive into a NEW CAREER with EASE! 
On the final evening, Jack and Deb Seer a Twin | eae et r ‘ 

capped: the Bid hee cia daaeak Become a PADI Scuba Instructor in Florida. 

ceremony. Costumes were required. 


Bob the Attorney was in a grass skirt; Vi Ca KS and R olel ss 


Sally the Shrink had some lovely / N ‘ie L U D E D 


SUBSCRIPTION INQUIRIES WITHIN THE U.S. PHONE (800) 800-3487, OUTSIDE 
THE U.S. PHONE (303) 678-0354, OR LOG ON TO WWW.SKIN-DIVER.COM 





Dramamine earrings; and Peter the 
Shrink wore an Immodium lapel. 





Yeah, the Gups were breaking loose. in all our Career Programs 
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transfixed with the T’V as we sipped on 
some island rum and watched Mike Program 
Nelson in his endless pursuit of the 
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It’s one of life’s cruel little 
ironies that very few divers 
actually get to experience the 
full effects of the vibrant col- 
ors of the underwater world. 
After all, it’s the kaleidoscope 
of colors that drew many of 
us to scuba diving in the first 
place. So, it’s not uncommon 
to hear a few divers express 
their disappointment when 
comparing their actual dives : s 1, ee na a 
to photos they saw in a os TN es | 
brochure. Why? Because too 
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! phate A Sergeant Major over a lush coral reef, as seen with an Aquacolor mask. 
many divers are still diving 
color blind. However, if you 
are one of those divers, don’t 
hang up your dive gear yet. 
Aquacolor Productions has a 
solution: a dive mask that has 
scientifically accurate, under- 
water color-correction. 

To understand the signifi- 
cance of the Aquacolor mask, 
we must first understand the 

problem. Why do we lose color? 
Simply put, we lose the ability to see 
color underwater because of the 
adverse affects of water on light. This 
happens in several ways, but the end 
result is the same: as we lose light 
underwater, we lose color. As we move 
down the water column, reds, 
oranges, purples and yellows often 
appear brownish, gray or even black. 
For many divers, the loss and distor- 
tion of color often means a less enjoy- 
able and somewhat unsatisfying dive 
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Banishing the Blues 


(How many times have you heard 
someone on the dive boat whine “The 
brochure picture was much prettier.” 7) 

Well, divers will whine no more. The 
Aquacolor dive mask, made with the 
same patented, world-renowned, color- 
correcting photographic filter formulas 
that won an international gold medal 
from the Society of Motion Picture and 
Television Engineers, corrects the loss 
and distortion of color underwater, and 
provides enhanced definition and 
depth perception when viewing coral 
reefs and marine life. This ability to see 
the full range of the color spectrum, as 
well as the overall improvement in the 
diver’s vision, allows the Aquacolor 
diver to experience a more satisfying 
and fulfilling dive. 
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Aside from the groundbreaking 
color-correction technology, Aqua- 
color’s dive mask has several other 
qualities that separate it from standard 
dive masks. First, the Aquacolor mask is 
billed as “fogless forever.” Those of us 
that have experienced an Aquacolor 
dive know this isn’t just another 
scheme dreamed up by an overzealous 
marketing department—we know it as 
fact. And, just as impressive as its fog- 
less component are the patented 
Bimonocular lenses, which add a Safe- 
ty component to the mask by making 
possible the scientifically accurate cor- 
rection of the entire color spectrum 
without severe light loss while the 
diver’s eyes adjust to diminishing light 
at depth. Then, once on the surface, 
the lenses serve as 100% UV blocking 
sunglasses. These extraordinary lenses 
are also ophthalmologist and 
optometrist approved for optical excel- 
lence. Finally, the sleek look and feel of 
the top-quality opaque skirts allow for 
a mask that is fashionable AND com- 
fortable. 

The Aquacolor dive mask is truly a 
revolutionary piece of dive equipment, 
one that legitimately turns ordinary 
recreational dives into extraordinary 
recreational dives. So, if you are tired 
of diving color blind, invest in an 
Aquacolor dive mask and see what you 
have been missing. 

For more information on_ the 
Aquacolor dive masks, and for more 
detailed information on the technology 
behind the color-correcting fogless 
lenses, please visit www.aquacolor.com. 
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Aquacolor® Bimonocular® dive masks are the first and 
only dive masks in the world to reveal the scientifically 
true colors of the magnificent underwater world that are 
otherwise lost. See what you've been missing. . . brilliant 
reds, oranges, purples and subtle pastel colors. 











Beautifully designed with a fabulous fit, the Aquacolor® Bimonocular® masks give 
100% UV protection and are fogless forever! 





“I recently had the 
opportunity to dive with 
an Aquacolor® mask in 
Bonaire and found the results to 


be astounding.” - Jenn Miller 
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Aquacolor® Bimonocular® Fogless Dive Mask 
Scientifically accurate color correction 
Award winning patented technology 


001 Silver Skirt & Black Frame (as shown above) | 
002 Silver Skirt & Clear Frame (as shown w/dolphin) 
003 Black Skirt & Black Frame 


004 Pro w/Black Skirt & Frame & no filfer over right 
eye for SLR photography. 


005 Snorkler w/Silver Skirt & Black Frame 
PV Purge Valve for all models 





Aquacolor® Dealer Near You: 800-274-0424 | 
Dealer Inquiries Welcome: 800-382-0158 
Entire Aquacolor® story, Model of the Month, Dealer Site: 


www.aquacolormask.com 





SPECIAL 





Little Cayman is certainly a jewel of the 
Caribbean, and there is no better way to 
appreciate it than to stay at its namesake, 
the Little Cayman Beach Resort. 

The Little Cayman Beach Resort, win- 
ner of international awards too numer- 
ous to mention, has been open since 
1994. Indigenous plants and palm trees 


ADVERTISING 


coconuts and a calabash-full of imagina- 


tion have managed to produce one-of-a- 
kind items that will be admired by future 
visitors for years to come. Time to get 
wet? Take a dip in the swimming pool or 
relax those tired muscles in the Jacuzzi, 
as you watch small brown lizards sun- 
ning themselves on the deck. 


Little Cayman TEXT VICK WHEATON 
Beach Resort 


surround buildings that have been 
designed with old-style Caymanian 
homes in mind. Each room is beautifully 
appointed and surprisingly large, with 
pastel colors and floral patterns adorn- 
ing the walls, bed linens and curtains. 
When you take a stroll outdoors, soft 
white sand sifts through your toes as the 
sun and the soft breezes kiss your 
cheeks. If you desire a beverage, why 
not pull up a chair at “Beach Nuts” bar? 
Make sure that you take the time to 
admire all the folk art attached to every 
inch of the ceiling. Many of these home- 
made pieces have been left by apprecia- 
tive guests, who with some paint, a few 
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Little Cayman Beach Resort has a 
gym for the exercise addict, along with 
a game room for those who crave 
indoor recreation. Your spouse can 
enjoy a spot of pool as you relax with a 
massage at the spa. The resort also 
offers a fully functional conference 
room—The Grouper Room—that can 
accommodate up to 100 people. You'll 
know it’s time for a break when the bell 
is rung for breakfast, lunch and dinner 
at the charming on-site restaurant. 

A number of people visit Little 
Cayman just to appreciate true island 
life. Here you can walk or borrow a 
complimentary bicycle from the resort 
and travel for half an hour without see- 
ing a car. What you can’t miss is how 
friendly everyone is. Jerry Hawk, man- 
ager of the resort, says that he has 
never before lived in a community 
where there is such camaraderie. 

Have we mentioned the diving? Little 
Cayman is one of the top diving destina- 
tions in the world. Famous Bloody Bay Wall 
is the stuff of legend, where the reef life is 
so indescribably beautiful, it'll spoil you for 
anywhere else. Here, the marine environ- 
ment thrives, and coral is every color of the 
rainbow. From experts to amateurs, just 
about every diver has praised Little 
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Cayman as one of the world’s premier dive 
destinations with pristine quality, excellent 
visibility and incredible diving. Little 
Cayman Beach Resort is a full service resort, 
and that includes a top quality dive opera- 
tion, Reef Divers. They have a full comple- 
ment of dive instructors, and over half of 
them are certified in Nitrox diving. You can 
also become a certified Open Water diver, 
advance your skills or get your Nitrox certi- 
fication. No matter what you choose, you'll 
be learning in ideal conditions. Reef Divers 
has a range of a la carte dives available as 
well as package deals. Shore dive, or join 
the crew on one of their custom designed 
super dive boats. You can rent all the gear 
you need, and should your own equip- 
ment suffer a  boo-boo, _ they 
stock replacement parts and offer a repair 
service. 

Whether you just want to relax, enjoy 
watersports or witness some of the best 
diving sites in the world, Little Cayman 
Beach Resort and Reef Divers has it all. 
Book online, or call them for more details 
and reservations. No matter how much 
air you have left in your dive tank, Little 
Cayman will take your breath away. 

For more information call toll free 
(888) 718-7400, e-mail: 
bobsoto1@candw.ky or visit the web- 
site at www.littlecayman.com. 








SPECIAL 


Divers enjoying Cayman Madness fun! 


Cayman Madness 


Every September, divers, much like 
the swallows of Capistrano, return to 
the Cayman Islands for what Skin Diver 
magazine has described as “the dive 
deal of a lifetime.” This year will be no 
exception. For six weeks from 
September 5 to October 17, 2002, 
Bob Soto’s Reef Divers in conjunction 
with major sponsors will offer a dive 
package that includes airfare, accom- 
modation, a treasure hunt, parties, 
meal certificates and discounts on 
many other goods and services. Now 
in its ninth year, Cayman Madness has 
become exponentially popular since 
its beginnings, and with Reef Divers 
locations in Cayman Brac and Little 
Cayman, participants can now choose 
between Cayman Madness and Sister 
Island Splash. 

Your week will start with a flight to 
Grand Cayman on the national carrier 
Cayman Airways. The airline’s U.S. 
hubs are Miami, Tampa and Houston, 
but additional connecting _ flight 
arrangements can easily be made at 
the time of your reservation. For those 
attending the Sister Island Splash, 
Cayman Airways or inter-island carrier 
Island Air will take you on to Cayman 
Brac or Little Cayman. Once you arrive 
in the Cayman Islands, prepare for lots 
of fun, lots of freebies and lots of div- 
ing! Every day you'll have a chance to 
dive the famous sites of one of the top 
dive destinations in the world. See the 
North Wall in Grand Cayman, visit the 
Capt. Keith Tibbetts in Cayman Brac, 
or witness the magnificent Bloody Bay 
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Wall in Little Cayman. Test the newest, 
state-of-the-art Dacor equipment, as 
well as Sea Vision Underwater Masks— 
the leader in underwater lens technolo- 
gy. Advance your photography skills 
with the Sea & Sea Underwater 
Camera Dive Program, _ including 
instruction on camera and _ strobe 
usage, and test dive their Motor 
Marine II advanced camera system. 

The Underwater Treasure Hunt is a 
Cayman Madness favorite. This year, 
there will be over $50,000 worth of 
prizes up for grabs. You can win prod- 
ucts from Cetacea, Chammyz, Dacor, 
Sea & Sea, Tortuga Rum and 
Rumcakes, and Sea Vision, as well as 
magazine subscriptions to Skin Diver, 
Rodale’s Scuba Diving, Dive Training 
and Sport Diver magazines. Hold on to 
your masks for the grand prizes, such 
as dive packages, land/dive packages 
and air/land/dive packages. One lucky 
person will even win a full return 
Cayman Madness trip for 2003. 

If you think your days will be busy, just 
wait until the nights kick in. Hundreds of 
dollars worth of winnable restaurant cer- 
tificates should help you fill up on some 
fabulous island chow at participating 
eateries. Friday night is Meet-The-Gang 
Party night. On Saturday, bring your 
grass skirt and lei along for the Luau. 
Sunday is your evening of rest to prepare 
you for Monday’s Tortuga Rum Punch 
Steel Drum Party, Tuesday night's 
Caribbean Buffet and __ finally, 
Wednesday’s BBQ luncheon after the 
Treasure Hunt. Whew! Be prepared to 
require more weight to dive as the week 
winds through. 
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As if all this wasn’t 
enough—there’s more. 
Accommodation on Grand 
_- Cayman offers four great 
w, choices: Treasure Island 
mw Resort, Seaview Hotel and 
s Dive Resort, Plantation 
Village Condos and Regal 
Beach Club. In Cayman 
Brac, you'll stay at the Brac 
Reef Beach Resort, and in 
Little Cayman, where else 
but the Little Cayman Beach 
Resort. You'll also enjoy spe- 
cially discounted rates from 
Coconut Car Rentals if you 
™@ fancy your own transport. 
For those who wish to 
y visit depths beyond scuba, 
Atlantis Submarine’s Deep 
Explorer takes two passen- 
gers down to 800 feet. Make sure you 
take advantage of this once-in-a-life- 
time trip with your special Cayman 
Madness discount. 

Oh, and how could we forget? You 
take home a genuine Cayman Madness 
T-shirt, a sought-after collector’s item, 
complimentary with your package. 

All this for as little as US$1,099! So 
what are you waiting for? Book your 
vacation and sign up for Cayman 
Madness or Sister Island Splash. Join in 
“The biggest dive event in the history 
of the world,” and see that once 
you've dived in Cayman’s waters, 
you'll be forever hooked. 

“We stake our reputation on everyone 
having a great experience.” —Ron Kipp 

For more information call toll free: 
(888) 718-7400, e-mail 
bobsoto1 @candw.ky or visit the website 
at www.caymanmadness.com. 


Say “hello” to Saving: 
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WITH THE RACE TO FIND NEW SOURCES OF 
energy beneath the sea, and our grow- 
ing population ever more reliant on the 
infrastructure surrounding — inland 
water, the need for well-trained profes- 
sional divers is greater than ever. And, 
the rewards to those who choose a 
career in commercial diving are signifi- 
cant. Around the world, commercial 
divers are installing and maintaining oil 
and gas drilling platforms, and fiber 
optic cables are being laid and buried 
by divers throughout the Gulf of Mexi- 
co, California and Japan. At the same 
time, dams, bridges, ships and _ ship- 
yards are all in constant need of inspec- 
tion and repair. And by nature of the 
hostile environments they find themselves in, 
the equipment and techniques used by today’s 
commercial divers are highly advanced and 
require extensive specialized training. 

For over 33 years, the Divers Institute of Tech- 
nology (DIT) in Seattle, Washington, has been 
producing some of the best-trained and successful diving 
professionals in the world. With safety as the foremost con- 
cern, students at DIT are taught the skills that will make 
them valuable assets in the commercial diving industry. Div- 
ing physics and physiology, communications, remotely 
operated vehicles (ROVs), underwater cutting and welding, 
mixed gas diving, deep diving and hyperbaric chamber 
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operations are among the skills required in today’s com- 
mercial diving jobs and taught at DIT. However, what 
makes DIT truly different is that their location and training 
facilities allow students to train in the natural environment, 
not in tanks. The flagship of their training facilities is the 65- 
foot diving tender “Response” that allows students realistic 
experience in deep diving and surface decompression oxy- 
gen techniques in open water environments (to 165 feet/50 
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meters). This unique training ability gives DIT an important 
advantage over other dive schools. They are the only U.S. 
commercial diving school whose training is approved not 
only by the American National Standards Institute (ANSI), 
but also conforms to International Dive Training Standards 
(DIT’s training program is recognized by British Columbia 
Worker's Compensation Board as complying with the 
requirements of the Canadian Standards (CSA Z275.4-97). 
Without _ this, 
divers can find 
it very difficult, 
if not impossi- 
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ble, to attain 
work outside 
the United 
States. 


However, the best training in the world is no guar- 
antee of attaining work. That’s why DIT puts such 
great emphasis on job placement for their graduates. 
In fact, DIT’s Placement Assistance service has a 94 
percent success rate in placing its students. This place- 
ment service begins even before the students gradu- 
ate. While in their final month, information about the 
availability of the graduating students is sent out to 
the DIT’s extensive network of diving companies. In 
addition, all graduates are given a one year member- 
ship to the Association of Diving Contractors (ADC), 
an important step in becoming a part of the profes- 
sional diving industry. And, even when a student 
leaves the institute, these benefits continue. The 
Divers Institute of Technology’s placement service is 
available for life to its graduates. Also available is free 
lifetime retraining in specific course subjects such as 
welding, Non-Destructive Testing (NDT) hydraulic tools 
and more. 


For more information about the opportunities available 
through the Divers Institute of Technology, check out their 
website at www.diversinstitute.com or call them at (800) 
634-8377. 
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Name: Jim Brandt 

Position: Course Director, Pro Dive 

Profile: Lead Course Director for Pro Dive’s Resort 
Operation Specialist (ROS) Program 





WHAT WAS YOUR FIRST IMPRESSION OF CHUCK? 

It was the common impression that | get from many of the 
students that come through Pro Dive...he had a lot of enthusi- 
asm towards preparing for a new career in the dive industry. 
WHAT STOOD OUT MOST ABOUT CHUCK AS A STUDENT? 

His eagerness to learn. He was a sponge for new 
information and experience. 

DID YOU FEEL THAT CHUCK WAS WELL PREPARED TO BEGIN HIS 
CAREER IN THE DIVE INDUSTRY ? 

There was no doubt that Chuck had strong skills upon com- 
pleting the IDC and that he would do well as a dive instructor. 
After gaining some experience in Wisconsin, then returning to 
Pro Dive for the MSDT and ROS programs, Chuck’s skills and 
confidence had grown even stronger. He was well prepared to 
start a successful diving career. 


In Search of New and 


Enid: Career Opportunities? 


ner ¢ tudent Sf ¢< about t Pro | 
S@ Name: Chuck Sasso 
sun Age: 44 

4. Attended Pro Dive: June 2000 and March 2001 
| Previous Occupation: Mechanical Engineer— 
Madison, WI 
Current Employment: Maui Dive Shop—Maui, HI 





WHAT WAS YOUR CAREER PRIOR TO BECOMING A DIVE INSTRUCTOR? 

| worked as a Mechanical Engineer, specializing in heating, 
air conditioning and energy efficiency. Although I’d spent 
many happy years in that occupation, my wife Vicki and | 

decided it was time for a lifestyle and occupation change; 





ret sia nto a.career! 
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one that would accommodate a better climate 
(than Wisconsin) as well as our love for diving! 
How DID YOU DECIDE ON PRo DIVE FOR YOUR TRAIN- 
ING NEEDS? 

As | started to explore instructor career training, | 
kept coming back to Pro Dive as being the best fit 
for me. With an outstanding reputation in the 
industry, a strong relationship with dive operators 
for lifetime career placement services, as well as a 
location right on the ocean with all facilities on 
site, they were exactly what | was looking for. 
WHAT DID YOU LIKE BEST ABOUT YOUR EXPERIENCE AT 
Pro Dive? 

| was able to learn so much from the vast experience 
of the Course Directors and other Master Instructors; | 
really took advantage of that. Not a day goes by that | don’t 
apply what | learned from them to my job now. 

WHY DID YOU RETURN TO PRO DIVE FOR ADVANCE CAREER 
TRAINING ? 


For my long term plans, | knew 
that it would excel my career in 
the industry and make me more 
marketable. And after seeing 
their operations and meeting 
the staff of Pro Dive during my 
Dive experience IDC, | couldn't imagine training 
anywhere else. 
How DID Pro DIVE PREPARE YOU FOR A CAREER IN THE DIVE 
INDUSTRY ? 
Besides the education, experience and confidence | gained by 
going through the courses, | also gained practical experience dur- 
ing the Resort Operation Specialist program and was able to use it 
at my position at Maui Dive Shop, Hawaii's largest diving retailer. 
WHAT ADVICE DO YOU HAVE FOR PEOPLE CONSIDERING A CAREER 
IN DIVING? 
Be sure you have a love for diving and don’t be afraid to 
work hard—both physically and in improving your diving 
skills and knowledge. When you end up being placed in 
locations as great as Maui, for instance, it is all worth it! 


TEXT BY FELIX HUANG 
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f you'd like to take your love of scuba diving and turn it into a career, then Pro Dive should 
| be your school of choice! Located right on the beach in Ft Lauderdale, FL, Pro Dive was 
one of the first PADI Career Development Centers in the world and is recognized by PADI 
as the “most chosen Career Development Center in the U.S.A.” 
And now Pro Dive has expanded, offering classes in the British Virgin Islands as well as 
Florida. Both locations offer student training in a real-world diving environment—they are 
active resorts and dive centers. Student development does not end with training alone; 
Pro Dive's full-time Placement Director offers resume services and works to match students 
with their ideal career opportunities! 





www.prodiveusa.com 
US toll free: 800-PRO-DIVE UK toll free: 0800-068-9034 


515 Seabreeze Blvd Ft Lauderdale, FL 33316 
Request A FREE Training Catalog 
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OVERSEAS 





OVERSEAS DIVERS’ DIRECTORY 


See Overseas Divers’ Directory at www.skin-diver.com 
Rates: $760 for 6 months or $1,140 for 1 year with activated link. PAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY COPY 


via bank draft or international money in U.S. funds. Visa or Mastercard accepted. 
Contact: Vivian Williams, E-mail: williamv@primediacmmg.com or call: (323) 782-2778 or fax: (323) 782-2556. 


ANTIGUA 


DOCKYARD DIVERS (268) 460-1178; FAX: (268) 460-1179 
Antigua’s beautiful south coast. Yachting ctr, sensational sites within 
| mile. Sales. Rental. Accom. Pkgs. PADI certs. Nelson’s Dockyard, 
Box 184, St. John’s Antigua. 


AUSTRALIA 


SERICA, FAR NOTHERN GREAT BARRIER REEF (617) 40938900 
Dive remotest reefs on 74’ luxury liveaboard - Serica. 6 guests. 


www.dockyard-divers.com 


7 nts min. Remarkable big fish and macro life. 


www.sericadiveaustralia.com info@bomatu.com 


BAHAMAS 


DIVE ABACO! BAHAMAS. A MARSH HARBOUR TRADITION 

Since 1978, Scuba & snorkel protected preserves. Dive/hotel pack- 
ages. Uncrowded diving, personalized service, out-island tranquility. 
800-247-5338 


dive@diveabaco.com | www.diveabaco.com 


BARBADOS 


THE DIVE SHOP - BARBADOS (246) 426-9947/(888) 898-3483 
Barbados oldest & largest dive operator. PADI NAUI & ACUC cours- 
es. Reef/wreck dive pkgs w/ accomod. Pebbles Beach & Cavans Lane 


hardive@caribnet.net www.divebds.com 


BELIZE 


BAREFOOT DIVING AND WATERSPORTS 011 501 262 119 
Overnight trips to the beautiful outer atolls including the great Blue 
Hole. Local diving/Mayan ruins/jungle tours/U/W cameras. Quality and 
service is our specialty 
HAMANASI DIVE & ADVENTURE RESORT www. hamanasi.com 

Newest small luxury dive resort. Dive 3 atolls and the blue hole. 


www.barefootwatersports.net 


Explore Mayan ruins, Jaguar preserve & more. 


info@hamanasi.com. Toll free (877) 552-3483 
THE INN AT ROBERT'S GROVE WWW.ROBERTSGROVE.COM 
Belize’s only 5-star beachfront hotel. PADI Int'l Dive Ctr, Dly 2-tank 
dives to reef. Instr. all-inclusive dive pkgs. Luxury accom..fine dining, 
info@robertsgrove.com (800) 565-9757 
LIGHTHOUSE REEF RESORT (800) 423-3114 
Private island w/ private airstrip next to the fabled Blue Hole. 6 days 


adv galore. 


and 7 nights. Air-conditioned beachfront accommodations. 


www.scubabelize.com 


ST.GEORGE’S LODGE, NITROX EXPERTS (800) 678-6871 
Overwater cottages, arrive/depart any day, excellent food, 
accomodations, diving & instruction. OWD/AOWD)/Nitrox cert. 
Bze Ph. (501) 212121; US Fax: (941) 488-3953; www.gooddiving.com 


BONAIRE 


BON BINI DIVER’S BONAIRE (599) 717-54254 
Full-service dive store without the crowds! Packages available for 
every budget! info@bonbinidivers.com www.bonbinidivers.com 


GREAT ADVENTURES AT HARBOUR VILLAGE (800) 700-6373 
World class diving at 5-star beach resort. Now with photo & video 
shop! Exclusive. Friendly. Affordable. (305) 567-9509 


reservations@harbourvillage.com www.habourvillage.com 


HAPPY HOLIDAY HOMES (599) 717-8405; FAX: (599) 717-8605 
Clean, quiet, |-3 BR bung, A/C, cable TV, full kitchen, pvt patio & 
garden, hot shower, best value, car & dive pkgs avail. Min. from 


beach & diving. www.happyholidayhomes.com 


SAND DOLLAR CONDOS/OWNERRENTALS = (203) 323-1000 
Luxury oceanfront units at attractive rates. Expert trip planning & 


advice from divers who know. the _ island 


best.info@gotobonaire.com www.gotobonaire.com 


SAND DOLLAR CONDOMINIUM RESORT/DIVE & PHOTO 
Bonaire’s most personalized dive rsrt & more. Guided snrk, kayak- 
ing, nature tour & mtn biking discovery. (599) 717-5252 
info@discoverbonaire.com www.discoverbonaire.com 
TOUCH THE SEA WITH DEE SCARR (599) 717-8529 
Unique diving experiences: photos, marine creatures, much more. 
(Closed July thru October). Reservations recommended Box 369, 
Bonaire, N. A.; 


BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS 


CUAN LAW (LIVE-ABOARD) (800) 648-3393 
Relaxed diving for | to 20. Lots of toys and activities for non- 


www.touchthesea.com. 


divers, too. Family rates. Great food and crew on a fast, stable 
Trimaran. (284) 494-2490 


CAYMAN ISLANDS 


ATLANTIS SUBMARINE ADVENTURES (800) 887-8571 
Voyage 1000 ft down the Cayman Wall on-board Deep Explorer 


www. bvidiving.com 


Submarines. Exclusive with only 2 passengers & a pilot. 
atlantis@candw.ky (345) 949-7700 www.GoAtlantis.com/cayman 
CARIB SANDS BEACH RESORT-REEF DIVERS (345) 948-1121 
All new luxury condominium dive resort. Located on a beautiful 
sandy beach just minutes from world-class diving. 
Email: caribsan@candw.ky www.caribsands.com 
CATHY CHURCH’S U/W PHOTO CENTRE (345) 949-7415 
Enjoy classes with Cathy-the finest U/W photo instructor in the 
world-all levels. LOWEST rates on camera rentals and sales. 
Visit our gallery. 
CAYMAN BRAC BEACHFRONT HOME (203) 866-1928 
Secluded 2 bdrm/2 bath prvt home $675wk. Snkl/dive off your 
own beach, rock climbing, hiking or just relax & enjoy. 
Brac Aquatics Dive Pkg. www.diveguide.com/p015!.htm 
CAYMAN DIVING SCHOOL (345) 949-4729 
Visit our new “PADI 5 star instructordevelopment center” 


www.cathychurch.com 


location. Lots of great diving from recreational to technical-we've 
got it alll. www.caymandivingschool.com 
COBALT COAST RESORT& SUITES (866) 622-9626 
Dive spectacular North Wall and shoredives at 2 Divetech loca- 
tions. Modern new resort offers dive packages with and without 
meals. www.cobaltcoast.com www.divetech.com 
DIVE ‘N STUFF 1 (345) 9ASCUBA 
Cayman’s premiere small dive operator. Flexible departure times, 
small groups, experience divemasters, very very low rates. 


divenstuff@cayman.org divenstuff.com 


DIVERSDOWN www.diversdown.net FAX/PH (345)945-1611 
Grand Caymans premiere dive operator at Cayman Inn Resorts- 
Sleep Inn. Small groups 8 divers max per boat. Value-priced dive 
pkgs room & free American Breakfast. 


DIVETECH @ COBALT COAST RESORT 1 (866) 622-9626 
Experience service, luxury & adventure. Packages include 2 great 
shore diving locations, unlimited shore diving, daily boat trips — 
with or without meal plans. The adventure awaits you... 


DON FOSTER’S DIVE CAYMAN (800) 833-4837 
Located in Georgetown Harbor & Comfort Suites. Perfect for in- 
struction, daily boat dive, shore dive & private dock for Stingray 
City. dfd@candw.ky www.donfosters.com 


EDEN ROCK DIVING CENTER (345) 949-7243 

Cayman’s best shore diving w/ great boat diving pkgs and accom. 
Great location to learn to dive for beginners, referrals, and 
adv.divers. www.edenrockdive.com e-mail:edenrock@candw.ky 


LITTLE CAYMAN DIVER Il & BRAC AQUATICS LTD. 
Unbeatable prices at condos, villas, hotels & live-aboard diving by the pi- 
oneering developer in the Caymans, 22 yrs experience guarantees only 
the best at the best prices possible! (800) 544-2722 


RED SAIL SPORTS GRAND CAYMAN (877) RED-SAIL 
Ask about our incredible H2GO dive package. Daily 2 & | dives, 
night dives. Courses available. Five complete dive &watersport cen- 
ters.info@redsail.com www.redsail.com 
SEAVIEW HOTEL & DIVE RESORT (800) 262-7686 
On the quiet side of George Town, Grand Cayman, our |5 room dedi- 
cated dive resort offers great and unlimited shore diving, boat dive trips 
for only $99/day! www.seaviewdivers.com seadive@candw.ky 
SOUTHERN CROSS CLUB-LITTLECAYMAN (800) 899-2582 
Max of 12 divers per boat, || beachfront cottages w/ A/C, 800’ of 
pristine white sand beach w/ private dock SCC is the best way to 
relax and dive Little Cayman’s famous wall 

SUNSET HOUSE/SUNSET DIVERS (877) 854-32274 
PADI gold palm resort. GC number one shore dive, diving courses 
at all levels, dive shop, restaurant, bar, photo centre on property. 
www.sunsethouse.com/sd.htm — skindiver@sunsethouse.com 
THE CLUB IN LITTLE CAYMAN (800) 327-3835 
This is your opportunity to own ultra luxury ina diver’s paradise. 
Now developing a limited number of new unique villas with 
unmatched luxury in Little Cayman. 

TORTUGA DIVERS (800) 447-0309 
Grand Cayman’s famous East end diving at a luxury full-service 
resort. Complete dive and watersports on site. 
tortuga@candw.ky 


FIJL ISLANDS 


BEQA DIVERS WWW.BEQADIVERS.COM DIVEFIJI@GIS.COM.FJ 
Leisurely dive trips to best dive sites in Beqa Lagoon. 


www.morritt.com 


Budget firstclass packages soft coral splendor tunnels 
wreck gorgonia sharks. Fax 679361047 personal service 
JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU FIjl ISLANDS RESORT 

The perfect blend of comfort and services of a world-class resort, 
yet has the warmth & intimacy of a small, private retreat. 
(800) 246-3454; Fax: (415) 788-0150 www.jmcfir@aol.com. 


DIVE KADAVU BEACH RESORT (800) 525-3833 
FIJI'S BEST VALUE! Great diving, comfortable accommodations, & 
a beautiful beach. Plus, discount airfares from the U.S. Call Landfall 
Dive & Adventure Travel. www.landfallproductions.com 
NAI’A CRUISES Fiji (800) 903-0272 (679) 450-382 
Fiji’s finest coral reefs & pelagic passages. Spacious & comfortable. 
Friendly crew. Owner-operated. Tonga humpback whale. 

Fax: (679) 450-566 — explore@naia.comfj 


GALAPAGOS 


AQUATIC ENCOUNTERS - LIVE-ABOARD, REINA SILVIA 
Hammerheads, dolphins, whale sharks from the ultimate dive boat. 


www.naia.com.fj 


We dive Darwin & Wolf Islands every time!! Free video available. 
(303) 494-8384 www.aquaticencounters.com 
GALAPAGOS SUB-AQUA (888) 317-6333 
The first and best land based dive operation. Hotel/dive packages 
and live-aboards available. Adventure Diving—PADI, NAUI cours- 
(945) 489-7749 
ULITMATE DIVING & NATURALIST ADVENTURE! (800) 525-3833 
Sharks, rays & unique land animals. Lammer Law, discount airfares, 


es and referrals. 


& Ecuador/Amazon tours. Call Landfall Dive & Adventure Travel. 
www.landfallproductions.com 


HAWAII 


ED ROBINSON'S DIVING ADVENTURES 1-800-635-1273 
Maui’s most diverse dive operation focusing on marine education & 
personalized service. Call 800# for FREE information package. 


Visit our website for FREE trial screensaver www.maui-scuba.com 








KONA COAST DIVERS (800)KOA-DIVE 
Professionalism since 1967. PADI 5* IDC/NAUI & SSI. PRO/TDI / 
nitrox, rebreathers. Full classroom, retail, rentals 
divekona@kona.net www.konacoastdivers.com 


LAHAINA DIVERS, INC. (800) 998-3483 
20 yrs of showing divers the best Maui has to offer. Molokini, Lanai 
& Turtle Reef. Charters, rentals, retail & training. PADI 5H 
143 Dickenson in Lahaina, Maui www.lahainadivers.com 


MAUI DIVE SHOP (800) 542-3483 
Hawaii’s largest dive center, 7 stores, free dive guide, daily boat 
dives, rentals, SS] & PADI, topside activities. fax: (808) 879-1644 
diver@mauidiveshop.com www.mauidiveshop.com 


SCUBA MIKE MAUI (808) 250-5494 
Fun safe personalized scuba and kayak tours. 25 years experience. 
Beginners our specialty. PADI certifications. Central oceanview. 
Vacation rentals.. www.scubamike.net 
SEASPORT DIVERS (800) 685-5889 
Kauai’s best—2 Boats, 2 Shops, Retail, Rental, Ni’ihau, 
Photography, Beachwear, Free Nitrox, PADI 5-star. 
seasport@pixi.com 
WAIKIKI DIVING CENTER (808) 922-2121 FAX: 922-9595 

Located right in Waikiki. Dive on our new $100K boat PADI 5-star 
& NAUI OW courses 3 days OW referrals-2 days.Daily boat dives. 
424 Nahua St. Hon., HI 96815 


HONDURAS—BAY ISLANDS 


REEF HOUSE RESORT ROATAN (800) 328-8897 
Secluded, intimate. Southern dive & bone fishing sites. Meals, 2 boat 
fax: (210) 733-7889 
email reefdiving@aol.com www.reefhouseresort.com 


ROATAN, OAK BAY RESORT (504) 435-2337 
7 nights, studio apartment with kitchenette, |2 boat dives, unlimited 


www.kauaiscubadiving.com 


& shore dive dly, competitive prices. 


shore diving $385pp cuba@tropicohn.com 


ROATAN CHARTER INC.—VACATION PROPERTIES 

Coco View Resort, Utila Lodge. Diving and fishing available. Beach 
house rentals, Mayan ruins & more. P.O. Box 877, San Antonio, FL. 
33576 (800) 282-8932. www.roatan.com 
ROATAN’S DIVE & YACHT CLUB, (504) 455-5407 
in front of the best dive sites on Roatan. 4-star Resort, 

6 nights, 3 dives/meals daily, $450p/p 


www.roatanyachtclub.com email mh@roatanyachtclub.com 


TROPICAL BEACH RESORT DIVE CENTER (504) 435-2725 
Finest Coral Reef & Wall Diving. Dive shop-rentals-comp. rates Beach 
front cabanas, restaurant & bar, exc. bone & permit fisihing 


rodjean@aol.com 


INDONESIA 


INDONESIA MOYO-KOMODO-ALOR AND BEYOND 
On M/V Baruna Adventurer-A luxury 100 foot live-aboard. 
Bali Dive&Drive Fax: 0062-361-753809 


baruna@denpasar.wasantara.netid | www.comcen.au/~baruna 


DIVE ASIA PACIFIC LIVE-ABOARDS (800) 962-0395 
World class M/Y Pelagian, 5 star service, professional crew. Explore 


www.bayislandtropicalbeachresort.com 


Komodo/Rinca, the Banda Sea and_ Beyond. 


diveasia@diveres.com www.dive-asiapacific.com 


KARARU DIVE VOYAGES www.kararu.com (800) 886-7321 
Kararu Dive Voyages takes you to Komodo Alor Sulawesi. Join us in 


the center of marine biodiversity I15 ft luxury. 
email: info@divediscovery.com www.divediscovery.com 
JAMAICA 

JAMAQUA DIVE CENTRE (876) 973-4845 


5-star PADI, dive packages & instruction, 3 dives daily, 
Fax: (876) 973-4875 
www. jamaqua.com 


night dives, photo and video. 
webedivin@jamaqua.com 


MALDIVES 


M.Y. MANTHIRI MALDIVES (877) 357-0022 
Lost: Sanity. Found: Paradise, luxury live-aboard, millions of fish, 
great vis, gourmet food, whale sharks. Unparalled service! 


www.manthiri.com 


MEXICO 

VALLARTA ADVENTURES 01152 329 712 12 EXT. 3 
PADI 5H, fast new boats, Ist class gear, small groups, multi dive 
discounts, good viz, abundant sea life. Fax: 01152 329 71252 


info@vallarta-adventures.com www.vallarta-adventures.com 


MEXICO—BAJA 


BAJA EXPEDITIONS (800) 843-6967; (858) 581-3311 
La Paz based live-aboard and day diving/hotel packages. Whale 
watching, sea kayaking and multi-activity camping packages. 
Fax: (858) 581-6542; travel@bajaex.com www.bajaex.com 
CABO ACUADEPORTES (521) 143-0117 
NAUI-PADI-SSI/Since 1984. 3 boat dive daily. Complete 
watersports centers at 2 exclusive beachfront locations. 


play@cabowatersports.com www.cabowatersports.com 
RAMAJAMAADVENTURES.COM (760) 346-3685 
60’ live-aboard wih superior accommodations for 6. Custom dive, snorkel, 
kayak and eco tours in Baja. ramajamaadventures@hotmail.com 
SCUBAJA DIVING CENTER (888) 285-1046 
PADI, luxury boats, snorkeling, camping, kayaking 
best service. (521) 122-7423 www.scubaja.com 
MEXICO—COZUMEL 

BLUE BUBBLE DIVERS COZUMEL (800) 878-8853 


Blue Bubble, No Trouble! Dive with small groups, fast boats, per- 
sonal attention, flexible schedules, 6 departure times 
daily, equip rental. Air, hotel,dive packages www.bluebubble.com 
COZUMEL -ISLAMAR VACATION VILLAS (011) 52-987-869-0504 
IBR/IBA & 2BR/2BA-$50-$120/night. Full kitchens, maid, A/C TV/VCR, 
PH, pool/spa, lockers, |0 mins. walk to town/beachfront. Airfare disc 
wibooking + dive pkg promos!! www.cozumelinsider.convislamar 
COZUMEL VILLAS EL CARACOL/VEC DIVERS (800) 291-2715 
Mini-haciendas—| 100 SF from $400/wk. Full kitch, shower-rinse 
Rm. LR, DR, |-3br. Maid, pool, gardens, palapa. AC, Res-Mgr. 
Custom dive services. Group rates US owner. 

DIVE PARADISE—COZUMEL (011) 52-987-2-1007 
The best there is! The best in personalized service. For a wealth of free 
info/reservations call (01 |) 52-987-2-1007 or write 602 Rafael Melgar, 
P.O. Box 222, Cozumel Q. Roo, Mexico 77600. 

PLAZA LIZZETTE/COZUMEL (800) 588-4827 
Condos & homes from $350/wk, 1-3 bdrms, new, ocean view, 
English speaking mgr walk to bch/shop/restaurants. Dive &jeep 
rental pkgs. www.cozumel-pliz.com 
VACATION CONNECTION (888) 512-8747 
Dive Cozumel Palancar to Punta Sur on the island’s fastest boat. 
FREE night dive! Personal service for discount air,hotel & dive pkgs. 
Vacation Connection 888-512-8747 sburton@airmail.net 


PAPUA NEW GUINEA 
AQUATICS ENCOUNTERS LIVE-ABOARD M/V FEBRINA 
Escorted and non-escorted trips. Up to 6 dives daily. Call US for 


information packages including free video 
(800) 757-1365 Pin Code 1815 www.aquaticencounters.com 
BOMATU DIVING COMPANY WWW.BOMATU.COM 


Dive Papua New Guinea. Unique South Pacific dive expeditions for 
small numbers aboard our two luxury live-aboards TIATA & 
SERICA.PH +61 7 40 938 900 info@bomatu.com 
PNG DIVING ADVENTURES 011 (675) 852-2766 
Live aboard the luxurious Melanesian Discoverer. Cruises to Milne 
Bay, New Ireland & Madang. Stay at Madang Resort or the Malagan 


Lodge at Kavieng. mrh@meltours.com 


RED SEA 

ADVENTURE DIVING WITH DIVING WORLD = (800) 443-0799 
The Red Sea experts. 7-14 night expeditions to Brothers, Daedalus 
and Zabargad on first class vessels. E-6 processing and Nitrox avail- 
able. 7 night itineraries from $1295 


SABA 

SABA’S “ALL UNDER ONE ROOF” OFFER 011599 4162740 
Pro dive center - nice saban style hotel - bar - restaurant - 
pool - two dive boats - great packages available 
www.sabadivers.com/sabadivers@unspoiledqueen.com 


SABA-THE UNSPOILED QUEEN (800) 883-SABA 
Dive the Sea Saba Difference w/Saba’s finest hotels: Cottage Club, 
Juliana’s, Queen’s Gardens, El Momo. Each unique w/pool and 


view. Two 38’ boats; no crowds or compromise. www.seasaba.com 


ST. LUCIA 


ANSE CHASTANET RESORT (888) 465-8242 FX: (758) 459-7700 
Scenic & romantic. 49 room hideaway amidst marine reserves, 600 acre 
estate, 2 beaches, prof. scuba centre, spa, mtn biking centre & trails. RO- 
MANCE, TRANQUILITY, ADVENTURE www.ansechastanet.com 


ST. MAARTEN 


DIVE SAFARIS (599) 5429-001; FAX: (599) 5428-983 
Boat dives - Reefs & wrecks. First class gear and 3 boats. PADI 
referrals, Discover Scuba. 


courses, specialties, 


www.diveguideint.com/divesafaris www.thescubashop.net 


OCEAN EXPLORERS DIVE CENTER (599) 545-252 & 544-357 

PADI & NAUI 30 years experience, Reefs, Wrecks, Small Groups. 
Daily boat dives & Lessons. Simpson Bay Beach 
divesm@megatropic.com 


THAILAND 


ANDAMAN SEA: “OCEAN ROVER” LIVEABOARD 

From the M/V FANTASEA team. Same crew, same program, brand 
new boat. Dive Thailand and Burma in style. (800) 443-0799 
info@fantasea.net 


M/V ANDAMAN SEAFARER) WWW.PIDCDIVERS.COM 
4-10D cruise to Similan/Surin and/or Southern Islands 
PADI/NAU! Courses & Daydives. Fax: (667) 638-1219. 
PIDC Divers I/10 Soi Ao Chalong. Viset Road Phiket 83130 


M/Y AQUA ONE: LUXURY LIVE-ABOARD: (888) 996-2782 
Cruise in Thailand, Mergui Archipelago, Andaman Islands. 16 paxs 
in 8 ensuite-cabins. E-6, NITROX, friendly crews. 


www.stmaartendiving.com 


www.ocean-rover.com 


E-mail: aquaone@bigplanet.com www.dive-aquasports.com 


DIVE ASIA (667) 633-0598 

Live-aboard cruises in Thailand & Burma to Similan/Richelieu/ 
Mergui/Burma Banks. Day trips, Padi courses & IDC 
Fax: (667) 628-4033 info@diveasia.com www.diveasia.com 


SOUTH EAST ASIA DIVERS (667) 628-1299 

Sail & dive Similan/Surin Islands or southern Hin Daeng 
4-7 days or 13 day Whale Shark safari on schooner Seraph 
Fax: (667) 628-1298 skin@phuketdive.net 


TURKS & CAICOS 


S/V TAO LIVE-ABOARD STABLE 56’ TRI (800) 326-4831 
Dive Caicos remote walls with TAO’s PADI pros Sail-Sun-Scuba- 
Deserted Beaches. Great Food-Good Fun. —_Fax:(649) 941-5510 
info@sailtao.com www.sailtao.com 


VACATION CONNECTION (888) 512-8747 
Dive W. Caicos & French Cay on the newest & nicest dive yacht in 


www.phuketdive.net 


Provo. Spotted rays & sharks! Personal service for discount air, hotel & 
dive pkgs. Vacation Connection 1888-5 12-8747 sburton@airmail.net 


U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS 


DIVE EXPERIENCE (800) 235-9047; (340) 773-3307 
Dive St. Croix’s best: walls, reefs, and our famous 
fish feed! PADI 5 H IDC center. hotel and dive pkgs. 
divexp@viaccess.net 


LOW KEY WATERSPORTS (800) 835-7718; (340) 693-8999 
PADI 5-star IDC training facility beginners through experts. 
Certifications & PADI, NAUI, SSI, NASDS referrals welcome. 
Dive pkgs available. www.divelowkey.com 


WORLDWIDE TRAVEL 


REEF & RAINFOREST (800) 794-9767 
Reef & Rainforest is a full service dive and adventure travel compa- 


www.divexp.com 


ny. Customized trips for individuals and groups. Let our experience 
be your guide. info@reefrainforest.com www.reefrainforest.com 
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TRAVEL GUIDE 


American Pro 


Diving Center 
Crystal River, FL 


“Let's Get Wet” * gio bi 
Manatee Tours | Ze =e 


Dinner daily www. bilikiki.com enon eof © 
3 dives dally www. infobilikiki.com | 


Airport Transfers Cruises Ltd. 
‘All taxes SOLOMON ISLANDS 


Toll-Free 1-800-663-5363 
(in USA & Canada) 
Tel. 250-383-7253 ° Fax 250-383-6598 
e-mail: bilikiki@horizon.bc.ca 











Call for vacation packages with lodging. 


Learn to Dive 
in 2 Days 


Includes lodging & dive certification 


S 2 9 9,”° pp/dbl. occ. 
$00-291-DIVE 


821 SE Hwy.19, Crystal River, FL 34429 
PADI 5-STAR STORE 

All referrals welcome 
www.americanprodiving.com 

E-mail: ampro@americanprodiving.com 
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Hidden within most of us is the fontasy of someday clicovering on uncharted island 
surrounded by clear waters, unspoiled by man and his industries 
An island where fruits, flowers, birds ond fish abound... 
all in o climate ot absolute pertection. 
Reservations » 1-800-223-1108 


E-mail: reservations@youngisland.com 


www.youngisland.com 





Sharks, Corals, Mandarin Fish, Walls, Macro and More! 
3, 4, 7 & 10 day packages starting at $453.00 pp/do 
800-DIVE YAP (800-348-3927) 


sdm@mantaray.com ¢ www.mantaray.com 
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BY KARL SHREEVES 


IT WAS JUST A WRIST SLATE, BUT IT LOOKED LIKE AN IDEA 
with merit. After all, on some dives it seems like I use a 
slate more than my computer, and it’s a pain to dig one out 
to write or read. The concept looked good; there didn’t 
seem to be any significant drawbacks or hazards, soI gave a 
wrist slate a try for several dives. The results: 

Test dive one: Hate it. Interfered with gauge placement 
and was never in the right spot for effective writing. Need 
to readjust and reconfigure. 

Test dive two: Still hate it. Needs further readjusting. 

Test dive three: Hate it even more since nothing I do 
seems to make it better. 

Test dive four: Hate it, squared. 

Decision: No wrist slate for me. 

Let me emphasize that I’m not bashing nor condemning 


Without trying new things, there’s no progress. You can’t 
innovate without experimentation, any more than hit 
reach the bottom without leaving the surface. 


: a 
i. 


Testing new tek equipment and 
techniques in swimming pools, 

rather than open water, cuts 

back ontherisks associated =. -. 
with first use. 


Wa 









wrist slates. Lots of divers like them for certain 
applications, and there’s nothing inherently 
wrong with using one. They’re just not for me. 
The point I’m making is that while new tek 
equipment and tek configurations may have the- 
oretical merits and flaws, the only way to know 
the real merits and flaws is to dive them. Ina 
sense, as a tek diver you’re sometimes a bit of a 
“test pilot.” 

As in the wrist slate example, not every “test” 
is a big deal. Worst case, I’d pull the thing off 
and jam it in my pocket. At the other extreme, 
sometimes you need to progress from easy to 
more challenging dives, because you’re dealing 
with life support equipment or substantial gear 
configuration changes. 

For example, I’m diving the Kirby Morgan 
M-48TM Supermask, which is a new fullface 
mask that appears well-suited to tekking. It em- 
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ploys mouth pods on your sec- 
ond stages that make it possi- 
ble to switch gases without gas 
switch blocks and special 
plumbing. Rather, it uses stan- 
dard second stages for switch- 
es and sharing just as tek 
divers normally do, plus you 
can still use a second stage 
with a standard mouthpiece. 
Divers not using the system 
can breathe off second stages 
with mouth pods because 
there’s still a mouthpiece. 

But it is a new tek tool, so I didn’t 
pull it on for the first time and make a 
Trimix jump to 300 feet. If there were 
any unexpected flaws with the way I 
was using the M-48TM for tek div- 
ing, that’s not where I wanted to find 
out. Rather, my first dives were ina 
pool, initially with the mask and a 
single mouth pod. Following that, 
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Trying major equipment con- 
figurations that depart from 
what the tek community already 
knows to work isn’t something | 
can recommend. It’s not like test 
piloting a new gauge or a 
different BC. You have to accept 
some risk, and it’s not something 
for the beginner, obviously. 


still in the pool, I practiced using the 
system with deco cylinders and inter- 
acting with another diver not using 
the system. 

Next, I made several open water 
dives using the M-48TM on shallow 
no stop open water dives. Only after 
I’d racked up several hours in the 
mask did I start making actual tek de- 
co dives with it, beginning with sim- 
ple, single deco gas dives. 


Why Bother? 

Obviously, I accepted some risks by 
test piloting the M-48TM. Since tek 
divers already have a fairly uniform and 
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accepted diving protocol, one might 
wonder why any diver would try some- 
thing different. Doesn’t what we do 
now work? 

Of course it does. But, to get what 
the tek community currently enjoys, 
someone had to try something differ- 
ent. The standard tek configuration we 
enjoy today exists only because tek pio- 
neers Parker Turner, Bill Main, Billy 
Deans, Sheck Exley and others test pi- 
loted something different. Without 
trying new things, there’s no progress. 
You can’t innovate without experimen- 
tation, any more than you can reach the 
bottom without leaving the surface. 

One risk decoing tek divers face is 
an oxygen convuJsion. Convulsions 
are relatively harmless, but witha 
standard mouthpiece, a convulsing 
diver will likely drown. A fulltace 
mask greatly reduces that risk—hence 
there’s an interest in a fullface mask 
suited to tek diving. 

Trying major equip- 
ment configurations 
that depart from what 
the tek community al- 
ready knows to work 
isn’t something I can 
recommend. It’s not like 
test piloting a new gauge 
or a different BC. You 
have to accept some risk, 
and it’s not something 
for the beginner, obvi- 
ously. You also needa 
willing teammate, and to 
realize that some divers 
will question or snipe 
just because you do 
something different. All 
this goes with the territory. 

The reward is that you learn new ways 
to do things or to not do things. Done 
with caution, it’s fun and challenging, 
which is why many exerpienced tek 
divers routinely try major and minor in- 
novations. Other tekkers tried fullface 
masks before me, and I’m just one of 
several experimenting with the M- 
48M and perhaps other fullface masks. 
Maybe fullface masks will be part of to- 
morrow’s standard tek kit. Maybe not. 

The first step to finding out is to try it. 


Karl Shreeves is VP, Technical De- 
velopment for PADI and DSAT. ** 
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Jonathan Bird Photo Course 

Emmy Award-winning underwater 
cinematographer and Skin Diver con- 
tributor Jonathan Bird is teaching com- 
prehensive underwater photography 
courses in tropical locations throughout 
2002 and 2003, beginning in August on 
the Fiji Aggressor. Learn from a pro 
while diving the best spots on Earth. 
For more information, visit www.oceant- 
cresearch. org /jbiwrd.html. 


9th Annual Cayman Madness Weeks 
The first week kicks off on Sept. 
5th, with the last one (there a six) be- 
ginning on Oct. 10th. In addition to 
the great Grand Cayman diving, 
participants will enjoy activities such 
as a Saturday Night beach luau, 
Caribbean Night, Underwater Trea- 
sure Hunt, Dacor, Sea & Sea, Kodak 
and SeaVision Equipment Test 
Dive Programs. Plus $10,000 of dive 
prizes will be awarded at a BBQ fol- 
lowing the Treasure Hunt on the 
closing day of each week. 
To learn more, call (345) 949-2022, 
or visit www. caymanmadness. ky. 


Rapid Deployment Search and 
Rescue/Recovery Course 

The Cleveland Lakefront State Park, 
Dive Rescue and Evidence Recovery 
agency will be hosting a “Rapid Deploy- 
ment Search and Rescue/Recovery” 
course September 24 to 27, 2002. The 
course is designed for dive team mem- 
bers and tenders, as well as public safety 
officials in law enforcement, fire and 
EMS agencies, but any certified diver is 
welcome. Fees are $330/diver and 
$130/tender. 
For more info, contact Officer Kevin Erskine 


at (216) 881-8141, ext. 3024. 


Scuba Extasea Show in Denver 

This year’s Scuba Extasea Show will 
take place from Sept. 27 to 29 at the Col- 
orado Convention Center in Denver, 
CO. A full schedule of seminars will fea- 
ture presentations on a variety of topics, 
such as exotic dive spots, underwater 
photography techniques and the newest 
in scuba gear and products. An amateur 
underwater photo competition will also 
be held. 
For more info, call (303) 892-6800, or vis- 


it www. bigasalloutdoors.com. 
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Warm water, great visibility, 
tropical marine life! Fewer than 
120 passengers. Call for your 
War" ee ities free Dive Brochure. 6 & 13 day 
TRS, (poi . ee TO. a Caribbean cruises from $700. 


ee) |) 
» \_____ 1-800-327-2601 





Windja itil el 
Barefoot (Wa lihive.: 








reader service card 


& R E E y Skin Diver SEND LITERATURE TO: (Please print in ink) 


Reader Information Service {= 


CITY 

STATE 

E-Mail address 

best in resorts, live-aboards, diving adventure and newly Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery 


We here at Skin Diver search the world to bring you the 





















elkx@el’/s)a sve mi avell spots each and every month. We seek out For FREE literature: Circle the number you want, put a stamp on the card and mail it today! 
Sat ; ye 3 a 5 
the latest in dive equipment and cutting edge training. 12 14 
24 
We work hard at delivering the information you need to 34 
44 
make your diving easier and more fun. Our Reader 54 


Service cards take it one step farther. We put the dive 
world at your fingertips. Get the information you want, send 
in a Reader Service card today! 


OR 
log on to www.skin-diver.com and go to 


SKIN DIVER LINK 


((Morer:) (Te eam datomce) emule |aliare]aceme)| 
Skin Diver Online’s homepage.) 


291 292 293 298 


Skin Diver's Massachusetts address is for reader information only. 
AUGUST 2002 READER SERVICE CARD EXPIRES FEBRUARY 28, 2003 SD-0802 


AUGUST 2002 


L9OVS-E0ZLO VI PISYSHd 
L9VS XO Od 


auqtuNg 


dIZ 








AiVvis 
ALID 
L5A5u1LS 
AWVN 





ADVERTISERS 





INDEX 





R 
seve _ ADVERTISER Seve ADVERTISER Seve ~—-—~sADVERTISER i. 
No. No. No. 
ACCESSORIES /MISCELLANEOUS 93 RED SAILS CORP ou... 66 117 SKIN DIVER 2002 SIGNATURE SERIES 
81 D.AN. DIVER’S ALERT 106 ROATAN CHARTERG..........c:cceseseeeees 10 PREYS PRD ss decae cesta tea at ee 92 
IGA Oe cs ci Sic ccbtacbin Gut atecebeecedtevecgs 19 86 SCUBA BIMINI DIVE CENTER............. 5 ULTRALIGHT CONTROL.........sseseeseees 93 
Govier iui ie ads DHT. oop WerevbbopeccdeuSavka rears tt 6 SKIN DIVER ONLINE .......--ssseserssssessee 47 163 UNDERWATER PHOTO TECH............ 96 
TOM, ese ee eo ae 24 OF | ELMAR Nee Ave cawttteioust 25 69: “NIGER: MARINE: (05 2he ote 94 
A 7 do, ORSSeaeaatieT Rel depinin et Coping: |: 20 80 LUCIE URED AU VENT URED <2 
166 VICENCIA & BUCKLEY v.sssssscsssessens 69 BENT OEE SCUBA EQUIPMENT 
ST OCR oe Ad eae: 29 124 AQUACOLOR UNDER REVIEW .... 72-73 
COOPERATIVE ADVERTISERS 154 ULTIMATE DIVE TRAVEL ..............ce00e 26 70: QUAI acticcitiscs Joreutaota ian 40 
HG MUD ers suayilies th dSesssvtresnciicigomed 1s Reigate 30g taeda ic dees bohage er 39107 EQUINOX eesssssessssseesssseensnnstennnte 68 
Geri enMR Ease ic ve 30-21 180 WINDJAMMER ......-.sessesseeeeseessnsee 82a 72) (HARVEYS: WETSUIES 2) it tee So 11 
TE GT eae ee RN a iO pa dg aC en a eae 52 MAX AIR sesssssssssessseesssetsseenseense 18 
Gai He CIPUMEL Title te i ic luca du 46 insert tlcgi ss Ate ape gi  eeen ct 2 82 SEA VISION USA ssssssessseesssseeseeense 28 
62 cE] LAUDERDALE tt oe es 65 86 XANADU UNDERSEA VAS. 1 TSA se ad ee ln a Cover 3 
Sa NaLIRES REMIGOS hk ee 38 ATV ENT URES? uithacic i cen ch ene 5 See: 
DIVE TRAVEL EVENTS 98 COMMERCIAL DIVING ACADEMY .... 71 
71 AGGRESSOR LIMITED ..................... 22 55 ANTARCTICA EXPEDITION................ 14 58 EASTERN ACADEMY OF 
77. ANTHONY'S KEY RESORT ............-.e.e-. 7 116 GREAT BAHAMAS SHARK SCUBA EDUCATION ................ceecceeeee 71 
PAS Nona GMMR: ee keh ae 66 SHOOTOUT |: gees Ore ss tees 37 165 DIVERS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 
56), AOU DI EMINIDERSEA ADVENTURES: 5: (02>, rita O CAYMAN STANDS assets ates 34 CAREERS: yesxcraitidlieidmseh dace a 76 
99 BERMUDA DEPARTMENT OF 168 THE LOS CABO DIVE FIESTA ............ 33° gm? HALL’S CAREER INSTITUTE.............04- 63 
RISA hee kee Cover 2-3. 196 KEY LARGO WRECK TREK ........-..e+000- 45 78... OCEAN GORP ii am rianaeaennt ae 44 
76: BEACKBEARD: CRUISES ....c..c.cce ck. 70 68 ROATAN PHOTO COMPETITION ...... 30 103°: PDIG 5, . ..c.sius Lteabpedavea ae aes cal 63 
72 BOB SOTOS DIVING ESCAPES .... 74-75 MARKETPLACE 110 PRO DIVE INTERNATIONAL CAREERS 77 
85 CARIBBEAN ADVENTURES ................ 32 f 
151 COCO VIEW RESORT ........-...-cccccc.-.. 64 123. PRRTAATO DS... SR Ris. abe bowee 94 TRAVEL GUIDE 
84 DEEP OUTDOORS ..................-......... 13 136 SE ROER DROS tipi. .caas..ouahadres adie. 94 112 AMERICAN PRO DIVING CENTER .... 80 
59 EXPLORER VENTURES ....................... 36 56°. BEST PUBLISHING 32st he ee 93 148 AQUA DREAMS TRAVEL ...........e00-0e0+- 80 
97. aRANRASY ISRANIDE. i Skcanah Boe 44 61 DESIGNATED DIVER...........ssscseeeee 95 57» BILIKIKI GRUISES: LTD... ee) 80 
UC NERIMOHIRIG eas oc 39 £25" DIVE: GOBIIESS clo. Socsacssasvecdytsivckediese 93 141 MANTA RAY BAY/YAP DIVERS ........0-+- 80 
83 GREAT SOUTHERN TRAVEL .............. 62 133 MARINE CAMERA ................cccccceeees 96 127. SOUTHERN FLORIDA DIVING Siteas Ge 80 
9 JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU. -eesssssssssee 62 9 cere push Spot titeeae, 0.5.0 db BGap AU. toe ff 194. YOUNG ISLAND RESOART ................ 80 
118 LAGUNA BEACH RESORT .................. 46 04 NIMAR cessssesssssssssssssssssssensssttsetettte 
MO IGOG, AA ee NES 170 PRINCETON TECHNOLOGIES ......... 99 U/W PHOTO/VIDEO 
NASSAU UNDERSEA ADVENTURES......5 00 RESORT GRAPHICS ......sesssessesesesossen 9S 2 FOO” JW FISHERS ists bony haioe tobe utes 68 
86 NEAL WATSON’S UNDERSEAS 1 35 SCUBARADIO TITETETELETE LETT Ter 96 1 74 SEALIFE REEFMASTER CAMERAS pa Wate ] 7 
ADVENTURES. ...-.-.-ccccsscccsccccecccosscccs 4.5 13a SILENT WORLD ices a cla pelo eonenst 96 
155 PETER HUCHES DIVING................... 15 121; “SKIN DIVER GEAR» aioe Deo 91 


OVER = FREE Instantdive info 


LINK 


HOW TO USE SKIN DIVER LINK To access the Skin Diver Link system, simply go to: To receive instant info: 


At Skin Diver Online, you can get hot news and infor- ope }) Enter your contact information. 

mation from our adgcnisre tly ai it’s FREE. www.skin-diver.com 2) sect an advertiser. 

Skin Diver Link allows you to contact advertisers and click the Skin Diver Link button on the top right corner of 3) Click the SUBMIT INFO REQUEST button. 

directly, then it sends back their information via e-mail. the screen. If you don’t have web access, just call toll free (888) 353-3483, 

It’s that easy! ask for Skin Diver Link and a friendly operator will assist you. 
Thanks! 
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Ghost Whales 
of Churchill 


da arctic air was crisp as | waited for 
my dive buddy Rob, who was still in 
the Zodiac, to don his drysuit. A light 
breeze rippled across the smooth surface 
to where | was floating, sending an icy chill 
down my back. In the distance, | felt, more 
than heard, the whoosh of whales spout- 
ing. Squinting into the sun, | saw a pod of 
Belugas change their direction and head 


straight for us. Filled with overwhelming 





excitement, | fumbled for my camera. Within 
seconds we were surrounded! Their white 
backs gleamed in the late afternoon sun. 
Looking below, | could barely make out their 
faint outlines through the light green hue of 
the murky mix of fresh- and saltwater. 
Although the whale-watching guides told us, 
“They will only come close if you're snorkel- 
ing at the surface,” | hoped to interact with 


them on scuba. 


Text and Photography by Barb Roy 
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A pod of Belugas flashes past 
in an ephemeral moment. 
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Within 20 
minutes, the 
cold had 
embraced me. 
Fortunately, 

a couple of 
critters appeared 
to distract my 
chills. Red 
burrowing sea 
cucumbers, mussels 
and a strange-looking 
lobster with thick claws 
occupied the bottom of 
a round indentation. 


It was this hope that brought me to 
the recognized “Polar Bear Capitol of 
the World”’—the remote town of 
Churchill, on the western shore of 
Hudson Bay in the Canadian province 
of Manitoba. The town has successful- 
ly survived by marketing its natural 
resources through tourism. November 
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is great for Polar Bears. November to 
March, the Aurora Borealis ignite the 
night sky, although I was able to view 
them in July as well. From late May 
through September, birding is excel- 
lent. But in July and August, the area 
explodes with life—colorful, scented 
wildflowers drape the landscape, as 
tourists and naturalists pour in from 
around the world for a chance to view 
the annual migration of approximately 
3,500 Beluga Whales. 

When I arrived, numerous sightsee- 
ing tour businesses were everywhere. 
My favorite was a custom white bus on 
immense tundra tires, used for Polar 
Bear viewing. At first I considered 
camping (day temperatures reaching 
the high 70°Fs), but the insistent mos- 








Usually the motels and B&Bs are 
booked well in advance, but luck was on 
my side. Restaurants, a mini-mall with 
a theater, two grocery stores and an 
Eskimo Museum stretch along several 
main roads. Due to heavy snowfall, 
spindly pine trees sprouted from a sea 


Sess cces 


Northern Exposure 


| When | wasn’t exploring underwater, | was 
out driving around and making new friends. 
» Most of the roads dead-ended within 20 miles 
| of town. The downtown Parks Department 
educational center seemed to offer the best 
: historical information on places like Cape 
2 Mary and The Prince of Whales Fort. 
| 


[na ar re anh ie Rah Hr A APR AA AE Set 


Near the airport, a large plane missed the 
runway several years ago, leaving a skeleton 
Shell behind (great for climbing on). The 
engine was Close by, but not attached. 

Further down the road, we found a team of 
Sled dogs and the sleigh used for winter tours. 
After playing with a free-roaming puppy, we 
headed for a massive ship in the background, 
beckoning further investigation. 

Arriving at the site of the M/V /thaca, Rob 
| pulled out his shotgun to take along as Polar 
| Bear repellent. After washing ashore in a bad 
storm in 1961, the /thaca sits high and dry 
due to low tide. With its rusted mass towering 
above us, we peered inside—very cool. 

To end a great trip, Rob entertained me | 
with his Polar Bear policing stories. He was 
part of a team of skilled professionals who are 
; annually called upon to gather up wandering 
: bears venturing too close to town. The bears 
are then taken to the Polar Bear Jail, where 
they remain until the pack-ice returns, then 
being airlifted out. What a job. 
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quite an escapade! 


of giant, smooth boulders around the 
town, bordered by hearty green grasses 
and more vibrant flowers. 
Later that afternoon, I 
met up with a friend 
and dive buddy, Rob 
Pritchett, who is a 
RCMP (Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police) officer 
and Churchill resident. (iii 
We loaded the trailer of , 
his four-wheeler with @ 
dive gear to catch high 
tide (water exchanges 
here vary up to an amaz- 
ing 45 feet). Since 
Churchill has no dive 


Getting to Churchill 
lf you want to see the Belugas, book passage on VIA Rail out 
> of Winnipeg for a two-day train ride north. The roomettes are 
designed for one, approximately 4 feet by 6 feet in size. Within, 
a comfy chair to sit and look out an oversized window; a private 
toilet to prop up your feet; a sink that pulls down from the wall, 
complete with running water; and a pull-down bed that covers 
the entire room. Showers and food service are in another car. 
However, the rhythm of the train is ever so relaxing. Overall, 


nonexistent over a bare 
ocean floor down to 30 
feet. Within 20 minutes, 
the cold had embraced 
me. Fortunately, a couple 
of critters appeared to 
distract my chills. Red 
burrowing sea cucumbers, 
mussels and a strange- 
looking lobster with thick 
claws occupied the bottom 
of a round indentation. 
What looked like tiny bugs (isopods) 
darted about in mid-water. Later, I 
found the scarcity of marine life in the 





Belugas I hoped to see. And as I floated 
next to the Zodiac, waiting for Rob, I 
was about to get my chance. 

With a splash, Rob was in the water 
and we descended to 55 feet on a flat 
pinnacle in Button Bay, not far from the 
Churchill River. Visibility gradually 
increased with depth. As sparse as life 
was in this 37° F wilderness, anemones, 
clusters of pink soft corals and several 
dozen decorator crabs flourished in 
concentrated sections. As usual, I car- 
ried two cameras to document as much 
as possible. A high-pitched chatter of 
whistles and clicks seemed to tease us 
just out of sight. Doubting the 
Belugas would ever approach 
us underwater, I went about 
obtaining macro images as 
quickly as possible, since my 
fingers were already growing 
numb. 

Suddenly, Rob’s frantic 
movements caught my atten- 
tion. As I looked up, a mas- 
sive wall of white whales 
filled my view. In awe, we 
watched as 30 or so came 
within 20 feet, parted into 


Near the airport a large plane missed the runway several years 
aso, leaving a skeleton shell behind (¢reat for climbing on). The 
engine was close by, but not attached. 


center, everything must be brought in, 
including tanks of air. I discovered Sea 
North Tours hires out their Zodiacs 
(with an operator) for snorkelers and 
divers, but can be pricey unless the 
cost is shared with a group. 

After a bumpy ride across open fields, 
we headed down a dirt road, overgrown 
with vegetation, to a calm pebble beach. 
Not bad, 1 thought, taking out my dry- 
suit. All around were pieces of mangled 
iron and steel wreckage. They had been 
bleeding rust for so long, I mistook them 
for part of the rocky shore. 

“Ships wreck here all the time,” said 
Rob, while shaking out his drysuit. 
“They wait too long and get caught in 
the bergs [icebergs] or wash ashore in 
bad weather. Our storms get real nasty 
around here.” 

As we descended, life was almost 


CONTACT INFO: Chorchil Giember of 
Commerce (204) 675-2022 or (888) 389-2327 
www.cancom.net/~ceconun/ * Porks Canada (204) 
675-8863 « Trove! Manitoba (204) 945-3777 (tourist 
info center) or (800) 665-0040 www.traveimam 
toba.com * WA Rat {800} 561-3949 www.viarail.ca 
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shallows was due to the scrape of win- 
ter’s pack ice. 

But then, I hadn’t trekked all the way 
to Churchill for the invertebrates. It was 


two sections and swam circles around 
us. They bobbed their flexible heads 
(their cervical vertebrae are not fused) 
and swayed their 10- to 15-foot-long, 
one-ton bodies. Light vibrations 
emanated as they curiously bounced 
sonar echolocation waves off us for a 
better understanding of what we were. 

“Oh, shisnic!” I grunted through my 
regulator, realizing I hadn’t fired off a 
single wide-angle shot. For 10 minutes 
they stayed, sometimes pausing just out 
of reach, possibly to get a closer look at 
us. A baby, still gray in color, hovered 
close to its mother. Were we the subject 
of their study? Maybe our unusual 
structure and sounds (tanks and bub- 
bles) sparked an interest to learn more. 
Nonetheless, there we calmly sat, turn- 
ing into scuba popsicles, experiencing 
an encounter of a lifetime. 
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DIRECTORY 


INTERNET 





DIVE ACCESSORIES 


AQUA ANGEL 
http://www.aquaangel.com 
e-mail: info@aquaangel.com 
SCUBA DO RAG 
htp://www.scubadorag.com 
e-mail: cococheznaynay@vnet.net 


DIVE EQUIPMENT 


ADORAMA/LEISURE PRO 
http://www.leisure-pro.com 

e-mail: goleisure@aol.com 

APOLLO SPORTS 
http://www.apollosportsusa.com 
e-mail: apollous@aol.com 

DIVERS DISCOUNT 
http://www.diversdiscountflorida.com 
e-mail: salesandinfo@divers-discount.com 
DIVERS DIRECT 
http://www.diversdirect.com 

e-mail: experts@diversdirect 

DIVERS OUTLET 
http://www.diversoutlet.com 

e-mail: info@diversoutlet.com 
DIVERS SUPPLY 
http://www.divers-supply.com 

e-mail: diving@divers-supply.com 
LAUDICK’S JEWELRY 
http://www.activewatches.com 
e-mail: laudick@bright.net 
PERFORMANCE DIVER 
http://www.performancediver.com 
e-mail: wvaperf@aol.com 

RUBBER STAMPS FOR DIVERS 
http://www.stempelprofi.com 

e-mail: diver@stempelprofi.com 
SEAQUEST 
http://www.sea-quest.com 
SEAVENGER 
http://www.seavenger.com 
SUBMERSIBLE SYSTEMS/SPARE AIR 
http://www.spareair.com 

e-mail: info@submersiblesystems.com 
SUUNTO 

http://www.suuntofi.com 

e-mail: suuntodiving@suunto.fi 


EMPLOYMENT 
CAYMAN JOBS 
http://www.caymanjobs.com 
e-mail: mrdream@caymanjobs.com 


GUIDES/ 
PUBLICATIONS 
DOGSBREATH DIVERS 
http://www.dogsbreathdivers.com 
e-mail: dogsbreath@barclays.net 
MARINE LIFE BOOKS 
http://www.fishid.com 

email: orders@fishid.com 

HOMO DELPHINUS 

The Dolphin Within Man by Jacques Mayol 
http://www.idelson-gnocchi.com 
SCUBAMEX, S.C. 
http://www.scubamex.net 

e-mail: rodolfo@scubamex.net 
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INTERNET DIRECTORY 


UNDERCURRENT 
http://www.undercurrent.org 
e-mail: editor@undercurrent.org 


MISCELLANEOUS 


ALOHA SHIRTS-BIKINIS-ETC. 
http://www.keywestcargo.net 

e-mail: kwcargo@bellsouth.net 

RON GORDON DIVE WATCH REPAIRS & SALES 
http://www.gordonronwatches.webatonce.com 
e-mail: rongord@aol.com 


PHOTOGRAPHY 


ARMATO’S 

http://www.armatos.com 

e-mail: armatos@ix.netcom.com 
BERGER BROS. 
http://www.berger-bros.com 

e-mail: webmaster@berger-bros.com 
CARLSON CUSTOM VIDEO 
http://www.customvideohousings.com 
e-mail: denny-carlson@juno.com 
CATHY CHURCH U/W PHOTO CTR 

& GALLERIES 
http://www.cathychurch.com 

e-mail: cathy@cathychurch.com 

CPD INDUSTRIES 
http://www.casesbypelican.com 
e-mail: sales@casesbypelican.com 
FISHEYE DIVE, PHOTO & VIDEO 
http://www. fisheye.com 

e-mail: fisheye@candw.ky 

NIKONOS REPAIR/MIKE MESGLESKI 
http://www.nikonosrepair.com 

e-mail: mmesgleski@nikonosrepair.com 
SEALIFE 

http://www. pioneer-research.com/sealife.htm 
UNDERWATER PHOTO-TECH 
http://www.uwphoto.com 

e-mail: info@uwphoto.com 


TECHNICAL 


DIVE INC 
http://www.diveincny.com 
e-mail:diveincny@aol.com 


TRADE SHOWS 


OUR WORLD UNDERWATER 
http://www.ourworldunderwater.com 
e-mail: info@ourworldunderwater.com 


TRAINING/ 
CERTIFICATION 


DIVER’S UNLIMITED 
http://www.diversunlimited.com 
e-mail: dvrsunlm@bellsouth.net 
DIVING CAREER INSTITUTE AT HALL’S 
http://www.hallsdiving.com 
e-mail: hallsdive@aol.com 
FLORIDA DIVING INSTITUTE 
http://www.kamfdi.com 

e-mail: kamfdi@aol.com 

PDIC 

http:/Awww.pdic-intl.com 
e-mail: info@pdic.com 


Advertise in Skin Diver's Internet Directory and see 
your listing on the web: www.skin-diver.com (see 
Travel, Directories, Internet). For more info call Vivian 
at (323) 782-2778 12 issues: $505 


TRAVEL 


AGGRESSOR FLEET LTD. 
http://www.aggressor.com 

e-mail: divboat@aol.com 

ALMOND BEACH HIDEAWAYS 
http://www.almondbeach.com 

e-mail: info@almondbeach.com 
AQUANAUTS GRENADA 
http://www.aquanautgrenada.com 
e-mail: aqguanauts@caribsurf.com 
AUSTRALIA, TOURISM QUEENSLAND 
http://www. DestinationQueensland.com 
e-mail: queensland@qttclax.com 
BEACON HARBOR RESORT - CAYMAN BRAC 
http://www.beaconharbor.com 
e-mail: kkclark@ies.net 

BILIKIK! CRUISES SOLOMON ISLANDS 
http://www. bilikiki.com 

e-mail: bilikiki@horizon.bc.ca 

BIMINI UNDERSEA 

http://www. biminiundersea.com 
e-mail: info@biminiundersea.com 
BLACKBEARD’S CRUISES 
http://www. blackbeard-cruises.com 
e-mail: sd@blackbeard-cruises.com 
BOB SOTO’S DIVING 
http://www.bobsotosdiving.com.ky 
e-mail: bobsotos@candw.ky 

BONNE TERRE MINE - 

BILLION GALLON LAKE 
http://www.2dive.com 

e-mail: westend@postnet.com 

BON BIN! DIVERS BONAIRE 
http://www. bonbinidivers.com 

e-mail: info@bonbinidivers.com 
BRAC CARIBBEAN BEACH VILLAGE 
http://www.brac-caribbean.com 
e-mail: info@bracarib@candw.ky 
BRAC REEF BEACH RESORT 
http://www.braclittle.com 

e-mail: bestdiving@aol.com 
CARADONNA CARIBBEAN TOURS 
http://www.caradonna.com 

e-mail: sales@caradonna.com 

CARIB SANDS 

e-mail: caribsan@candw.ky 

CAYMAN CONDOS 
http://www.cicondos.com 

e-mail: cayman@cicondos.com 
CAYMAN DIVER LTD. 
http://www.caymandiver.ky 

e-mail: dfoster@candw.ky 

CAYMAN DIVING LODGE - EAST END 
http://www.caymandivelodge.com 
e-mail: divelodge@aol.com 

CHUB CAY UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 
http://www.chubcaydive.com 

CORAL ISLE DIVERS - BARBADOS 
http://www.caribnet.net/coral-isle 
e-mail: coralis@caribnet.net 

CORAL COAST CARIBE BEACH HOTEL 
http://www.coralhotels.com 

DIVE ASIA PACIFIC LIVE-ABOARDS 
http://www.dive-asiapacific.com 
e-mail: diveasia@diveres.com 











DIVE PARADISE 
http://(www.diveparadise.com 
e-mail: info@diveparadise.com 
DISCOVER BONAIRE 
http://www.discoverbonaire.com 
e-mail: info@discoverbonaire.com 
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC TOURISM 
e-mail: www.dominicana.com.do 
DON FOSTER’S DIVE CAYMAN 
http://www.donfosters.com 
e-mail: donfosters@cayman.org 
EDEN ROCK DIVING CENTRE 
e-mail: edenrock@candw.ky 
FANTASEA DIVERS - OCEAN ROVER DIVING 
CRUISES 

http://www.fantasea.net 

e-mail: info@fantasea.net 

FIJI ESCAPES TRAVEL 
http://www. fiji-islands.com/scuba.html 
e-mail: fiji@maui.net 

GALAPAGOS SUB AQUA 
http://www.galapagos_sub_aqua.com.ec 
e-mail: gsubaqua@diveres.com 
GARDEN ISLAND RESORT 
http://www.aquatrek.com 

e-mail: info@aquatrek.com 
HIGHTIDE WATERSPORTS * BARBADOS 
http://www. gti.net/hightide 

e-mail: hightide@sunbeach.net 
INDIES SUITES/INDIES DIVER 
e-mail: indiessuites@world.att.net 
ISLAND DREAMS 
http://www.islandream.com 
e-mail: info@islandream.com 
JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU FiJI ISLAND RESORT 
http://www.jmcfir.com 

e-mail: jmcfir@aol.com 

LA JOLLA COVE SUITES 
http://www. lajollacove.com 
e-mail: jackman@lajollacove.com 
LITTLE CAYMAN BEACH RESORT 
http://www. braclittle.com 

e-mail: bestdiving@aol.com 
LOOKOUT LODGE DIVE RESORT 
http://www. lookoutlodge.com 
e-mail: mail@lookoutlodge.com 
MAUI DIVE SHOP 
http:/(www.mauidiveshop.com 
e-mail: info@mauidiveshop.com 
NASSAU SCUBA CENTRE 
http://www.twofin.com/twofin/nassau.htm 
e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 
NEKTON DIVING CRUISES 
http://www.nektoncruises.com 
e-mail: info@nektoncruises.com 
PALAU PACIFIC RESORT 

e-mail: knishida@palaunet.com 
PETER HUGHES DIVING INC. 
http://www.peterhughes.com 
e-mail: dancer@peterhughes.com 
PUNTA CANA BEACH 
http://www.puntacana.com 
e-mail: www.puntacana.com/scubadiving 
RED SAIL SPORTS 
http://www.redsail.com 

e-mail: info@redsail.com 

REEF HOUSE RESORT 
http://www.reefhouseresort.com 
e-mail: reefdiving@aol.com 
RIDING ROCK INN 

e-mail: ridingrock@aol.com 





RUM POINT INN - BELIZE 

e-mail: rupel@btl.net 

SCUBA CLUB COZUMEL 
http://www.scubaclubcozumel.com 
SCUBA NETWORK 
www.scubanetwork.com 

e-mail: info@scubanetwork.com 
SCUBA PASSPORT 
http://www.scubapassport.com 
e-mail: mail@scubapassport.com 
SEA FEVER DIVING CRUISES MAYAN 
http://www.seafever.com CORRIDOR 
e-mail: seafever@seafever.com Coucra Maya, Belize, 
SEALINK RESERVATIONS 
http://www.sealinkars.com 

e-mail: reservations@sealinkars.com 
SMALL HOPE BAY LODGE - BAHAMAS 
http://www.smallhope.com 

e-mail: shbinfo@smallhope.com 

SOUTHERN CROSS CLUB - LITTLE CAYMAN 
http://www.southerncrossclub.com 

e-mail: relax@southerncrossclub.com 
STELLA MARIS RESORT CLUB - BAHAMAS 
http://www.stellamarisresort.com 

e-mail: smrc@stellamarisresort.com 
STUART COVE’S DIVE SOUTH OCEAN 
http://www.stuartcove.com 

e-mail: info@stuartcove.com 


28 Top Gear Picks for the New Seasor 


Skin Diver 


Diving the 


Hooked 
on PALAU 
° Perfect Every Time 
10 Must dos ' 
a Div. 
TURKS & Snag 


GETTIN: THE BLUES 2 Me 
" nderwater © Mr You're Sir oting For S 


ST. VINCENT & THE GRENADINES Segre 
http://www.scubasvg.com aave:’ | 4 
e-mail: scubasvg@aol.com tai series are 
SUNSET HOUSE rc ts 
http://www.sunsethouse.com 

e-mail: sunset@candw.ky 1 oh 

TONGA WHALE ENCOUNTERS Wreelestravagdnza! 
http://www.geocites.com/tongawhales Hi steele 

e-mail: tongawhales@hotmail.com and Bermuda 

TRIMARINE 

http://www.galapagosdiving.com 

e-mail: cuanlaw@caribsurf.com eee 

UNEXSO $0 Deep It Hurts! 


http://www.unexso.com Cormengann ees 
WALKER’S CAY UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 
http://www.nealwatson.com/walkers.htm 
e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 

YAP DIVERS & MANTA RAY BAY HOTEL 
http://www.mantaray.com 

e-mail: billacker@mantaray.com 


TRAVEL WHOLESALERS 


AQUA DREAMS TRAVEL 
http://(www.aquadreams.com 

e-mail: info@aquadreams.com 
CARIBBEAN ADVENTURES/WORLDDIVE 
ADVENTURES 
http://www.worlddive.com 

e-mail: info@worlddive.com 


DIVE DISCOVERY 
http://www.divediscovery.com 
e-mail: info@divediscovery.com 
LANDFALL DIVE & ADVENTURE TRAVEL 
http://www.landfallproductions.com 
e-mail: Indfall@aol.com 

REEF & RAINFOREST WORLDWIDE 
ADV. TRAVEL 

http://www. reefrainforest.com 
e-mail: info@reefrainforest.com 
TROPICAL ADVENTURES 
http://www.divetropical.com 

e-mail: dive@divetropical.com 


Advancing to the Right Strobe 


Photo Annual sieve 


SUBSCRIPTION INQUIRIES 
WITHIN THE U.S. PHONE 
(800) 800-3487, 
OUTSIDE THE U.S. PHONE 
(303) 678-0354, 
OR LOG ON TO 
WWW.SKIN-DIVER.COM 
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You Can’t Always Get What You Want... 
But You Get What You Need. 





Come get what you need aboard the luxury 
ive-aboard SOLMAR V. Private bath, shower, tv/ver in 
CM Melero melo mel maolireliilelt-vemlxelticlarelels 


THE BEST BIG-ANIMAL DIVING ON EARTH. 


800-344-3349 
310-459-9861 


SOLMAR WT 





www. amigosdelmar.com 
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Flexfit Baseball Caps 
with either Skin Diver logo or 
our exclusive 50th Anniversary logo 


Long/short sleeve Team Skin Diver Shirts 
Skin Diver Backpack 
The ultimate in Board Shorts for him/her 


Available in various colors 
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SEPTEMBER OCTOBER 


Bab Ceanstan Constantines (Petuinas 


White Border Black Border White Border 


FEBRUARY MARCH 


UARY 


David Lall Bob Lalbat 


White Border Black Border Black Border 


JUNE FREE WITH MEMBERSHIP 


Black Border 


Here’s your chance to own an exclusive 
collection of limited edition, museum quality 
lithographs of 12 incredible images from 

Skin Diver's 2002 Photo Annual Collection. 
Buy individual images, or become a member 
of Skin Diver’s Signature Series Club and 
receive one exceptional lithograph each 
month for a year, plus get a FREE image 
available only with full membership! 


These images are printed to the highest standards and 
represent the pinnacle of underwater photographic art. 
They are the ultimate gift for divers everywhere. And 
remember, there are limited amounts and there will be 
no reprints of these one-of-a-kind images, so order 4 
now before supplies run out. DECEMBER 


NOVEMBER 


Black Border 









































Own a 
Piece of 
History! 





Beautiful treasure jewelry cast from 
the Pure Silver Bars of the 
1622 Spanish Galleon : . 
Nuestra Senora De Atocha! www.d ivegodde SS5-COM? 
Silver with 14KT Gold Overlay. 
Shown actual size. Certificate of Authenticity 
Included. Lifetime Satisfaction Guarantee. 
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How to look even though your equipment 
is cumbersome and clunky, and your hair is a mess? 
Simple...wear a dive goddess skin. 
High-Quality, Visually Distinctive Active-wear for Serious 
Divers Who Don’t Take Themselves Too Seriously. 


dive goddess” 


Phone: ° Fax: 
Web Catalog: www.divegoddess.com © E-mail: sue@divegoddess.com 






1-800-621-2440 
Resort Graphics, Inc. 


447 Carson Ave., Atlantic City NJ 08401 
Phone 609-348-5826 Fax: 609-344-3052 
e-mail: treasurejewelry @ aol.com 


VISA/MC/AMEX/DISC CREDIT CARDS 
Add $6.00 S&H. 14 Day (US) Delivery. 
2-4 Day (US) Rush $10.00 
Regular Canadian Delivery $10.00 - Other Countries $45.00. 
NJ Res Add 6% sales tax. Orders paid by check held 10 days. 
CALL FOR FREE TREASURE CATALOG 
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BEST PUBLISHING COMPANY 


“Between good dives there are 
good books...Best books.” 


Pelican 
Cases 


CASE 


Defy the Elements 


For details and ordering 
information on all 
Best books, visit us online at 


www.bestpub.com 
or call 1.888.993.1055 
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LARGEST PUBLISHER IN THE WORLD ON DIVING 
AND HYPERBARIC MEDICINE BOOKS 


FOR ALL YOUR DIGITAL OR 
FILM NEEDS we have: 
trays, arms and pivots to fit 
most housings & strobes 
The leader in lightweight trays & 


flexible arms 
The only arms with an o-ring 


in the ball for ease of use 


Ph: (805)984-9104 to order or 
request a catalog 


WWW.sSkin-diver.com 





ARMATO’S There's more than one way to catch a fish 
i <P Light & Motion Mako Video Housing em 
1-800-520-5012 . ae es peels rn Sa 


Light & Motion Titan Digital 
Camera Housing 
- Designed for the Olympus E-20 and E-10 SLR Digital Cameras eo 
- For use to 300 feet * ROC: Fingertip strobe control via IR housing ~~ j 
handles » Allows optional lenses to be changed underwater be 


ALLOWS THE LCD TO BE OPENED 


UNDERWATER ee - Light & Motion Tetra Digital 
| Camera Housing 
s- * Housing for Olympus C-2020, C-2040, C-3000, C-3030, 
; . | C-3040 and C-4040 + Operational to 300 feet afd 
TOSEPDISUINSTOCK HOUSING FOR THE TRV900 LS wy : eta aks 
Sealife Reefmaster DC100 


SONY CONSUMER & PROFESSIONAL “a ee : : 
CAMCORDERS IN STOCK. Digital Camera with Housing 


* One-button operation * Land Mode, Sea Mode and wa a 
External Flash Mode » Depth tested to 100 feet Sar 


Sea & Sea MX-5, MX-5Il & MX-10 
Point & Shoot Cameras 


¢ Great cameras for beginners 
- Expandable with optional accessories 


¥ ad i e - , me) ; 
is #. | af » | _ c “2 = © es ee ee es es te 
FOR SONY PC-110 OR THE FOR THE SONY DCR PC110 OR DCR PCI 20 ¢ 
e> a = -= = a a = 4 i | 3 - * | 


PC120 WORKS WITH FLIPOUT SCREEN) LOW PACKAGE PRICE WITH CAMERA 
" www.berger-bros.com - 


209 Broadway, Route 110 ° Amityville, New York 11701 
631-264-4160 * 800-262-4160 


THE SURVEYOR HOUSES THE SONY DCSF 707 || PYUWAM@e\ ene \-CcAc0 i) Ca w= | i Pd Cy eee) 


© 5 MILLION PIXELS : apnea bk MEG CAPACITY e Nie ples FL us A 800-2 89-8795 ; 
CALL FOR LOW PACKAGE PRICE! ee i ' ia ON THE 
WE SHIP WORLDWIDE SS (- — 
— Cas, 





FITS THE OLYMPUS E-10 & E-20 |  £ZZye at Tyo 
DIGITAL STILL CAMERA FOR OLYMPUS DIGITAL STILL SERIES » : ? 12 volt 48 ib. Thrust Motor 


60 Minute Run Time* 
Positive Bouytincy = “pverage unos 
SPECIAL LOW SPECIAL PACKAGE 
DIGITAL VIDEO | « PRICE WITH 
PACKAGE 
DIVE BUDDY 


WITH THE SONY 
~ DCRTRVI8 


ARMATO'S 
1-300-520-5012 


67-16 Myrtle Ave. 


Glendale, NY 11385 .) 
Ph: (718) 628-6800 VT 
closed Sat & Sun r OEM Y, 


http://www.armatos.com 
E-mail: armatos@ix.netcom.com 


MARKETPLACE 


















May 2002 — Where It All Began — Why 
Bonaire, Bahamas, Cayman and the Keys 
Are Mega Dive Destinations; Big-Top 
Adventures in the Sea of Cortez; 14 Must- 
Have Camera Accessories; Want to Learn to Dive? Check out This Is 
Diving! Inside. 


April 2002 — Diving the MAYAN CORRIDOR: Riviera Maya, Belize, Cozumel 
¢ HOT STUFF! 28 Top Gear Picks for the New Season * 10 Must-do Dives 
in the TURKS & CAICOS » GETTIN’ THE BLUES —- The Underwater Color 
You're Shooting For * Hooked on PALAU — Perfect Every Time * Diving Into 
Space ¢ Florida’s Fish Hotels. 






















March 2002 — 50 Dives, 50 States — Quarries to canyons, the nation’s best 
dives * THE STRONG ARM OF THE DOLLAR - Getting more depth for your ; 
dime in Thailand and Malaysia » THE MANY MOODS OF CAYMAN - | 
Exclusive Cathy Church photo essay » Roatan Photo and Video Contest | 
Winners ¢ SPECIAL: Lickety-split! 11 FINS THAT KICK> 


February 2002 — DIVE SUITS GALORE. Neoprene and Nylon Never Looked | 
So Good « FREE 2002 CALENDAR INSIDE! — Shot Exclusively in St. Vincent } 
& the Grenadines « INDULGE YOURSELF! 5 Supremely Swanky Escapes 
e PARADISE AFLOAT! Skin Diver's Essential Guide to 136 Live-aboards 

Worldwide * SILENCE is GOLDEN — Rebreather Training in Belize 
¢ Desperately Seeking Inspiration — How Top Photographers Find It 
¢ Birostris Of Bora Bora. 


January 2002 — The BAY ISLANDS. Sheer walls, playful dolphins 
and...Salva Vida? * 5 Tips to Improve Your Night Photography » THE 
GREAT BARRIER REEF - A true wonder down under * KEY LARGO - A 
national diving treasure * To Live and Dive in Kwajalein * The Best Dang 
Buoyancy Around - A GUIDE TO BCs © Skin Diver's first annual Kona 
Classic Underwater Photography and Art Festival. 


December 2001 - Caribbean Encounters. 7 Islands: From MACRO to MR. 
BIG * 2001 EDITORIAL INDEX * Strobe Arm Kama Sutra — Positioning your 
strobes for photographic enlightenment * Holiday Gear Guide ¢ Adrift In The 
Isles Of Spice. 

























November 2001 — Cool Pools of the Sunshine State * Yee Haw! Aruba’s 
Wreck Rodeo » Royal Reefs — Diving Jordan « Dive and Don’t Get Wet - | 
Drysuit Techniques * Gear Bag Roundup! » BONUS Pacific Diver Inside | 
* Curacao In The Blood « Birds, Bats, Turtles and Rays of Cayman 
¢ Snorkeling Sense. 


October 2001 - Dive Atlas of the WORLD * BONUS Southern Diver Inside 

° 6 Little Dive Lights with a Big Punch * The Glamorous Life...Become 

an Instructor - Dive and Get Paid « Western Shores of the Americas - Cocos, 
Socorros and Galapagos » Bathed In Civilization - diving 

the BVI's * Hawaii 7-0 © Far & Away In Fiji. 


September 2001 - New Shark Dive - Cayman Gets Teeth!: 8 Must-Have 
Dive Computers; The Future of Video-See Inside...; 700 Islands of Adventure 
- Our Guide to THE BAHAMAS; AROUND THE WORLD WITH STEVE, PART 2 
- Visiting the Gray Gods of TIKI; THE BERMUDA FILES - Diving Wrecks for 
Clues; WHEN 1,000 WORDS ARE NOT ENOUGH - How to Create Stories 
with Your Photos. 


August 2001 - Diving The RING OF FIRE. Incredible Volcanic Islands of the 
Pacific - Hawaii, Indonesia, Borneo and more; Discover LITTLE CAYMAN’s 
Creatures Of The Sand; Diving All Night In Bonaire; INSIDE! Shoot Like A Pro 
- Advanced Photo Gear; Plus Special Insert - Southern Diver: 

WYLAND'S NEW COLUMN! Blue Adventures For Kids, 


July 2001 - PHOTO ANNUAL collectors edition 2001 


June 2001 - The Complete Guide to Buying Your FIRST U/W CAMERA; CAST 
AWAY - in the Untamed Paradise of Western Micronesia; TALES FROM THE 
WALL SIDE - Turks and Caicos; CAYMAN EXTREME - Tekking it to the Limit; 
THE OLD NAVY SHAKEDOWN - Searching for a Sweet Spot in the Florida 
Keys; Bonus 32-Page Section: Pacific Diver AND Pacific Dive Guide!. 


May 2001 - BIG ANIMAL ENCOUNTERS - Humpbacks, Orcas, Great Whites, 
Manatees, Dolphins, Manta Rays; TAMING the Bouyancy BEAST; SEDUCED 
BY THE VIRGINS - The Ultimate USVI Dive Guide; MASTERCLASS - Eat 
Photo, Sleep Photo, Dive Photo; SPECIAL: Breathe Easy - 25 Low-Profile, 
Compact Regs. 



































April 2001 - Family Diving - Grab the kids and go!; Temples Above and 
Below - The Treasures of Belize and the Red Sea; Underwater Dreamscape 
- The Solomon Islands ; 9 1/2 Weeks of Furballs and Fish on Bonaire; 
BONUS: SPECIAL 16-Page Equipment Guide INSIDE}. 


March 2001 - THAT SINKING FEELING - NEW WRECKS TO EXPLORE - 
Bahamas, Cozumel, California;Forbidden & Mysterious - Diving Cuba!; 
EXCLUSIVE! David Doubilet Photo Essay; Ditch Your Tank - Snorkeling 
Techniques. 













Call for a free complete list 


Magazines Just $4499 each 


Plus Shipping Charges: 
US...$2.50 each, 
Canada. and Foreign - Call for price 


Sane Day Order Processing! 


For Back Issues Only: 


800-429-0106 


863-683-8807 
Hours: Monday - Friday, 8:30AM - 5PM (EST) 
e-mail: back_issues@acsdirect.net 


~ Ae 


PO. Box 1668, Lakeland, FL 33802 









Guatity Sterling SW? 2, Gold SEWEMY ogg A 
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See us af: y 
DEMA Show 2002 
October 22-25, 2002 
Booth No. 1920 


\Wictalitelem @telel-me Gl ae elabetelslerr-1m@lifcl 


Custom fitting & stock sizes 
Quick delivery 

Great prices 

Satisfaction guaranteed 


ca.L 800.581.7916 


.<designateddive 
(SES) 433-46: 





7 N. Williams Street 

P.O. Box 1008, Selbyville 

DE 19975, USA 

Orderline : 800-397-8787 

A -) aes 10 2r- Bolom ewaele 

Fax : 302-436-030C 

E-mail : divesilver@peterstone.cor 
_www.divesilver.com 
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DIGITAL 


, HOT Macro 









70-180 Macro 
Zoom 













Inon 
a Digital 
— Wide lens 





Nexus www.UsaNexus.com _ For your Dealers 


OLYMPUS »° Digital 
2020 * 2030 * 3030 ° 3040 * 4040 
Nikon 990 & 5000 
Canon $300 * D30 & D60 
Sony 707 
Inon & Epoge Lenses 































USA Nexus the Distributor 
Factory Service Center 


858-455-0873 






Inon 100 wide lens 
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» Get the Urge fetes 
ee “eto Submerge mith’ diving news and 


4 information. 
Call in to participate in 


discussions about dive sites, 
new gear, liveaboards, 
shark diving, and more. 
Plus you'll hear interviews 
with diving legends and have 
the opportunity to win lots of 
cool dive related prizes! 


Heard on 
over 50 
radio 
stations 
throughout 
US and 
worldwide 
over the 


@ © It's brought to 


t 
Internet! 4 you by: 


ww The Worlds First Radio show 
wave, Devoted to Diving 


saci awe at at 
ot 


Listen live every Saturday 
from 3-5pm EST or to 


rr WWWSGUBARADIO archives of past shows 
COM worldwide over the Internet. 
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Skin Diver's 
MARKETPLACE, 
please call 


323-782-2760 


Sales 
Photo Trips 
i f bo 3 Repairs 
© Housing Packages 
Accessories 


) WE'VE GONE CARIBBEAN! 


Underwater Photo-Tech Caribbean 
§99-9-562-9774 « Fax 599-9-747-2961 
E-mail: uwphotocarib@attglobal net 


One Call Gives You 
j COMPLETE SERVICE FOR ALL YOUR 
© UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHIC NEEDS! 


: , : ‘ 


Underwater Photo-Tech USA 


www.uwphoto.com 
603-432-1997 © Fax 603-632-4702 
E-mail: sales @uwphoto.com 


S22 Wort 
Dive Center, Lnce. 


DIVE meV — 


Why pay more for dive gear? 
Call us first! 


Quiet. Uncrowded Unique 
Silent World caters to all 
levels of divers, running small, 
personalized charters. We even 
offer snorkeling and SNUBA in the 
Marine Sanctuary for your 
non-diving family and friends. igs 
(-800-466-DIVE 
P.0.B. 2363 « Key Largo « Florida * 33037 
305-451-3252 


Email: info@silentworldkeylargo.com 
www.silentworldkeylargo.com 











BY TIFFANY H. CAREY 





Each month Skin Diver looks back through its pages in search of those little 
nuggets of yesteryear—old equipment, trends of the time, new discoveries— 
that echo the times and may surprise or shock us. It’s good to know your 
roots and how discoveries of old have helped shape diving of today. 








An Intrinsic Element of Surprise 


In “Focus on Sharks” (March 1979), Stan Waterman explained that a 
shark’s behavior is never certain. Speaking from years of experience—his 
work includes Jaws, The Deep and Blue Water, White Death—he wrote, 
“Filming sharks in open water requires some degree 
of nerve (sometimes called ‘cool’). More important an 
instinctive sense of how far one can go with the animal is required.” Expertise 
drawn from personal experience could assist Waterman and other shark-sensible 
photographers, but even then, success is not guaranteed. At one shoot off San 
Clemente, safety diver Steve Earley was handling lights for Howard Hall, when a 
large Blue Shark suddenly “seized Steve’s head in his jaws and closed on a mouth- 

ful of neoprene hood.” With Hall’s help, Steve managed to extricate himself from 
the shark, and “with monumental cool” took up his position again. To reiterate: 
Nothing is certain—especially when working with sharks. ** 
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Shoot—But Not To Kill 


SJTTASd TD 


About 25 miles off his homeland’s east coast and 200 miles south of the Great _ n/a. i 
Barrier Reef, the Coral Sea currents wash over the low, flat and rocky reef, bring- “==. aad ‘y 2 
ing the tropics and the subtropics together. Flinders Reef was slowly becoming a [is: imme uit e | 
place where the spears of spearfishermen were being replaced with underwater a: is 
cameras. In fact, Taylor noted, “Both [spearfishing and U/W photography] are 
very similar in approach, you have to get close to shoot...the closer you are, the better 
the quality.” The giant cod that roam the waters at Flinders Reef once grew up to 
around 400 pounds, and Taylor reported that there used to be a colony of Black Cod 
until commercial spearfishermen cleaned them out. In 1967, the cods were only reach- 
ing 80 to 90 pounds. But Taylor, donning nothing but mask, snorkel and fins, would 
continue to visit Flinders Reef, following the premise: “Shoot but not to Kill.” = 


Photography Column Debuts 


It didn’t take long for the editors and writers of Skin Diver to recognize the 
potential marriage of two favorite pastimes: sport diving and photography. In 
August 1955, contributor Paul Cherney began a column devoted entirely to the 
invention and expansion of underwater photography. “The modern skin diver, 
after all, is also in the very sense of the word, an explorer, and photographs 

alone will permit closer inspection of submarine views and the , —_ 
knowledge of actual colors below the surface of the sea,” wrote éa> ex 





Cherney. Using this “type of photo-intelligence,” divers would ~~ g 
begin to take a more in-depth look at not only the conditions of the underwater environ-  — 
ment, but the needs for advancement in scuba equipment and techniques. The column did 
not appear in the September issue, but was re-initiated in October 1955, as Skin Diver’s 
first column dedicated entirely to U/W photography. The column has metamorphed 
through the years and has become known as Ask the Pro, written monthly by Skin Diver's 
own Field Editor Marty Snyderman. ** 
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Every day, divers are humbled by the sheer exhilaration of encountering marine life. From curious 


Calico Bass and playful dolphins, to sleek sharks and heart-stopping Humpback Whales—to be in their 


midst is the “stuff” of diving. So, each month, Skin Diver guest writers will relive their unique moments 


under the sea, leaving us at the edge of our seats and aching to get back in the water. 


AS A PROFESSIONAL UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHER, 
I spend a good deal of time diving in different parts 
of the world. Every once in a while, just out of 
dumb luck, I have an incredible once-in-a-lifetime 
underwater encounter. 

In May 1996, I spent several days diving with 
sharks around New Providence Island, Bahamas, at a 
blue water dive site called the AUTEC (Atlantic 
Undersea Test and Evaluation Center) Buoy. This 
buoy is about 33 feet across, anchored in nearly 2,000 
meters of water by the U.S. Navy for use in subma- 
rine testing at the Tongue of the Ocean off Nassau. 

On the second dive of the day, I yumped off the 
boat and began a slow descent. When I reached 40 
feet, I stopped and waited for sharks to swim by. With the cap- 
tain chumming the water above, I had little trouble photograph- 
ing the sharks. Out of the corner of my eye, I saw a shape ascend- 


The rare photo of a 
living Oarfish. 





ing from the bottomless blue below, about 66 feet away. My dive 
buddy Brian had also seen it. Swimming as fast as we could, we 
kept an eye on the shape to determine what it might be. I quick- 
ly realized it was a strange species of fish I had never seen. It had 
an extremely thin, ribbon-like, compressed body which was posi- 
tioned vertically in the water, with the anterior end pointed up. 
It had two long “antennae” with what looked like yellow, dia- 
mond-shaped fishing lures on the ends, as well as several along 
the length of each antennae. It had a large plume of strands on 
its head, which pointed up toward the surface. The body 
appeared silvery and reflective. Its dorsal fin ran the length of its 
back, and undulated in order to propel the fish. It had no caudal 
fin, since the body tapered to a point where the tail would be. 
The large eyes reminded me of a deep sea creature. 

As I approached within 10 feet, I noticed that its antennae 
were positioned horizontally, one pointing to the left and the 
other to the right, so that the animal resembled a cross. I fired a 
shot, but my strobe didn’t fire. I tinkered with the strobe cable a 
bit. As I went to take another shot, the fish began to retreat back 
into the depths. It first rotated both antennae to vertical, above 
its head. Then, rather than turn around and swim down head 
first, the fish undulated its dorsal fin in reverse and swam back- 
ward into the blue water, quickly going out of sight. The whole 


encounter lasted less than 30 seconds. A photographer friend 
described it aptly as “the ultimate f/8 and be there.” 

I only got one picture. After doing some research, I discov- 
ered that the fish was a deep-sea fish called an Oarfish 
(Regalecus glesne). It turns out that Brian and I were the only 
two people to ever photograph a living Oarfish. 

The Oarfish may be the animal that precipitated the legends 
about “sea serpents,” as they reach lengths perhaps as long as 50 
fect. The first scientific account of the fish was probably in 1771, 
when Danish naturalist Morton Brunnich made a scientific note 
of a beast he found washed up in Norway. The Oarfish, as it 
came to be known because of its long oar-like pelvic fins, was 
completely new to science. Few of these fish have appeared over 
the years, usually found dead at the surface or washed up on a 
beach, so very little is known of their lives or habits. | 

The ocean keeps her secrets well, and it is with gfeat irreg- 
ularity that we get a glimpse into something new. Who knows 
what other strange and beautiful animals are lurking below, just 
waiting to be seen for the first time by mankind. ** — BY 
JONATHAN BIRD 
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fechnical specs 


Traditional fins only use repulsive force to The SF-8 has a blade that is split down the m1 ¥7-1//-) 0) [i ae) (0) oe 
create propulsion. This normally means that middle, so it takes the shape shown in the 
in order to create strong propulsion, maxi- diagram when kicked under water. This 


mum effort | specie! Y) / \/ / 
: ; Down kick Lower- Lower-pressure = blade shape v 





IS required, Higher@pressiire / pressure 

resulting in we aN] \ - . We creates 

muscle = : we propulsion 

fatigue not ° are iran | (lift) by TABATA U.S.A. INC. 
segmers, vonet, and mde-aged if . - Oiewiy 2200 Mira Mar Ave. 
eginners, women, and middle-aged divers, pressure differential above and below the 

but professionals as well. Added to which, blade, in addition to the repulsive force cre- Feng beach “a= } ra 
the body moves left and right in reaction to ated by kicking. The SF-8 is a fin that allows Tel: 562-498-3708 gue 
the kicking needed to move forward, thus all divers to create propulsion using only a Fax: 562-498-0415 


reducing propulsion. small bent-knee kick, with a light rhythm. www .tusa.com 



















Model in 
stainless steel. 
Oyster Fliplock 
bracelet. 


Oyster Perpetual Submariner Date 
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Also available in stainless steel and 18kt gold, and in 18kt gold. Rotatable bezel. Pressure-proof 
to 1,000 feet. Rolex, W#, Submariner, Oyster Perpetual and Fliplock are trademarks. 


FOR THE NAME AND LOCATION OF AN OFFICIAL ROLEX JEWELER NEAR YOU, PLEASE GALL 1-800-36ROLEX / 1-800-367-6539. 
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ROLEX New York 





